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Abstract: This paper is concerned with Confucianism
and Islamic ideas in the concept of man. An effort
has been made to compare these 2 great civilization
in order to find out four relations which between
human being and nature; human being and
humanized nature (society); human being and other
human; human being and himself in order to boost
sustainable development which constitutes an
important aspect of the great commonness which they
are sharing. The study undertaken here comparison
between Confucianism and Islamic ideas under the
concept of man—uwill deal with some basic doctrines
in Confucianism and Islam such as the sayings ®f th
Analects, the Quran and the Hadith. The attempt is
made to see what kind of ideas of the concept af ma
in these 2 civilizations is eager to build a gnewtral
character from inside out of human. Also it shows u
how these ideas helped two civilizations leadirgjrth
society to the prosperity in the ancient time and
today. Human being’'s power could have good effect
to lead the society into a sustainable development;
also it could have dangerous effect which we cad fi
out from the present reality. The current naturad a
social warnings keep telling us that human being’s
incorrect behaviors has put the whole society thto
edge of survival crisis. Comparing to our ancestors
we may have advanced technology, but they had
more balanced and harmony society for their people.
It is time for us to learn what they looked at huma
being in their mind and what they expect humarafor
sustainable society. In addition to this great
commonness between them, Confucianism and

Islamic ideas of the concept of man also offers the
great spiritual power which people desperately need
it today.
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INTRODUCTION

variety of environmental problems now
A affect the entire world. It brought the whole

human being facing the survival crisis. As
globalization continues and the earth's natural
processes transform local problems into internation
issues, few societies are being left untouched by
major environmental problems. Global climate
change, the depletion of the ozone layer,
desertification, deforestation, the loss of thenpt&s
biological diversity and the transboundary
movements of hazardous wastes and chemicals are all
environmental problems that touch every nation and
adversely affect the lives and health of their
populations. Every environmental problem has
causes, numerous effects, and most importantly, a
solution. Under the circumstance, human beingsstart
to ask why high developed technology brought
environmental deterioration; why more knowledge,
but still more people feel spiritual emptiness.
Furthermore, the reaction between social problems
and natural deterioration worsen the global
environmental situation.

However, human beings not only play as the victim
in this global environmental deterioration, butocals
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the cause. Almost in every environmental problem,
the trace of human beings can be found more or less
The Earth Chartérmentioned in its preamble: “We
must join together to bring forth a sustainablebglo
society founded on respect for nature, universal
human rights, economic justice, and a culture of
peace. Towards this end, it is imperative that tive,
peoples of Earth, declare our responsibility to one
another, to the greater community of life, and to
future generations.”

With highly developed technology, natural resources
seemed easily to be obtained; endless desire of
human beings entire exposed. National and
international wars are provoked by the resources
scrambling, some even incited international pdditic
conflicts. The Earth Charter Preamble stresses that
“we must realize that when the basic needs have bee
met, human development is primarily about being
more, not having more.” Now, we have to face its
consequence. From the government to individual,
almost everyone in the world starts to realize how
important a sustainable environment is for human
being to live with, and seeking the way to rebuld
sustainable environment became a mutual target.

The phrase “sustainable development” has been
bandied about since the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, focused attention on the Earth's
degraded state. The OECD mentioned that:
“Sustainable development gives us a new way of
thinking through and managing human impact on the
world — one that can generate long-lasting benefits
for us all”? The Earth Charter emphasized: “We
urgently need a shared vision of basic values to
provide an ethical foundation for the emerging dorl
community. Therefore, together in hope we affirm
the following interdependent principles for a
sustainable way of life as a common standard by

! In 1987, the United Nation’s World Commission on
Environment and Development issued a call for the
creation of a charter that would set forth fundatalen
principles for sustainable development. An attetopt
draft such a charter failed at the 1992 Rio Earth
Summit. It began in 1994 and worked outside the
United Nations. Several of the world's wealthiesd a
most powerful men crafted their own document,
which they named the Earth Charter. Accordinggo it
founders, the Earth Charter is "a declaration of
fundamental principles for building a just,
sustainable, and peaceful global society in the 21s
century." Superficially, the Charter appears toabe
noble concept designed to end social and
environmental tensions around the world.

2 OECD Insights. Executive Directdtakeholder
Forum Sustainable Developmer& Dec 2008

which the conduct of all individuals, organizatipns
businesses, governments, and transnational
institutions is to be guided and assessed.”
Obviously, the alliance is not just about natioak;

the positive elements for achieving sustainable
development, either existing in the present or
available in history will be concerned.

Islamic and Chinese history both gave us the p@siti
examples which proved their achievements of taking
control of being with nature. Farming was not the
only purpose for leaning knowledge. Future more, th
ethics had been used in teaching people how can be
moral. Based on the understanding of both ideology,
moral become the reason for gaining stronger
principle in self-control.

In both Islamic and Chinese ideology, human
development is always concerned as the key to a
sustainable development. With positive human
development, social and natural environment both
could be improved positively. It is the reasonstaim
human being is given the role ksalifa(trustee). The
Qur’an says: “Behold, thy Lord said to the angéls:
will create a vicegerent on earth’ (translated sif
Ali)"*. Also Confucius devoted his entire life in
cultivating people’s moral character in order toge

a prosperous society.

Admonishment from the Confucianism claims that
human beings should obey the seasonal
contraindication. As the most influential thinking
which emphasizes the social sustainable development
as well as human development, Confucius never
completely prohibited people from haunting or kidi
animals; but should acquire from nature in
appropriate time and appropriate way. Confucius
said: “it is notXiao (filial piety) if a man fell one tree

or hunt one animal at inappropriate tini.”is
impossible to completely ban people obtaining from
nature, but how to control the desire is the qoesti
Coincidently, the Prophet Muhammad always
repeated that human being should have kindness to
nature. He prohibited kiling baby animals and

cutting small plants. He clearly claimedHuman

beings must treat all other living creatures witkiel
and kindness®

Is it just a coincidence for two great civilizat®n

having this common idea towards nature? Or maybe
both the ancient wisdoms have deep concern in
cultivating human’s character? Since human being

% The Earth Charter Preamble
* The Qur'an:2.30

Confucius’ Family Sayings Disciple
Tour: «}L%%1§%%ﬁi>} : “[j:ﬁﬁﬁf[, %ﬁ%

, RPAEF, ez, 7
% The Sahih Bukhari
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became the main cause for sustainable development,
the definition of concept of man in Islam and
Confucianism become necessary.

As a philosophical issue, “the concept of man” has
various definitions based on different philosophers
understanding in history.

Usually, the current religions such as Islam,
Christian, and Buddhism...have the concept of “the
God’s creation”. It is the main idea from early
philosophical system. According to the medieval
Christian’s theory, Adam and Eva are the first deup
who are created by God. But for eating the forbidde
fruit, they defied the will of God and were punighe
and spelled out of heaven. Since then, all human
beings are guilty once they are born. Christianki
that human beings are half sacred for the connectio
with God, and half guilty for violating the will of
God, or the creature of “half angle half evil”.

The second kind of definition of the concept of man
from the modern bourgeois philosophers which they
used it to against the theology of religious isttha
human is nature of man. They defined the essence of
human from the human’s nature attribute. The
humanist of naturalism from French materialisms
regarded human being as animal but has stronger
ability in sense. They thought the essence of human
being is human himself, or is human’s nature. dulie
Offray de La Mettrie claimed that human is macHine.
Claude Adrien Helvetius regarded the human mind as
a blank slate, but free not only from innate idbat
also from innate natural dispositions and
propensitieS. The modern bourgeois rationalism
raised human from physical entity to psychological
entity. They thought that the essence of human is
rational. And the rationality is the freedom.
Immanuel Kant thought human being is only
liberated from control of sense and follow commend
of self—rational, human being can be regarded as
man who controls himseif.From perspective of
humanism, Feuerbach against Hegel for his defimitio
of man as man is self-conciseness. He thoughtathat
an emotional creature man is just an essence of
nature™®

In Tang Zhen's (Chinese philosopher) new book---
“Acceptance and Selectidh, he claimed a new idea

" Cosma Rohilla Shaliz, translated: by Bussey.
L'Homme Machine, 31 March 1995; marxists.org

8 Egon Wellesz. Frederick Sternfeld. The Age of
Enlightenment 1745-1790.0xford University Press

° Immanuel KantCritique of Pure ReasorPalgrave
Macmillan

19| udwig Feuerbach. The Essence of Religion. 2006.
Kessinger Publishing

"' Tang Zzhen (2009.08). Acceptance &

as: Man is the reflection of his objects. In his
description, human beings have four relations with
his objects: the feeling which formed by the
interaction between the original nature and
individual. It is called the first object relatiothe

second object relation is the state of perceptioth a
representation which based on the interaction

between humanized nature ( society) and

individual; the third one is the state of Conscitess

and language which based on the interaction between
individual and other human beings; the last ortheés
state of self-reflection which is the interaction
between individual and self. Tang explains that
before the interaction between human and his ahject
man is just a blank sheet of paper. There is ngthin
meaningful. Only in the progress of the interaction
with his objects, man formed his meaning of being
gradually.

As inspired by the four-relation theory, the resbar
would like compare the ideology of human
development between Islam and Confucianism in
order to prove the positive ethical effect for
sustainable development. Following Tang Zhen’s
new interpretation, four objects reflect human gein
are the original nature, humanized nature (sogiety)
the other human beings and self. Tang’'s theory
implies that a healthy sustainable environment
reflects a healthy human development; on the other
hand, a crisis-hidden environment or society shaws
problematic human ideology. Ancient balanced
environmental situation declares that with correct
guidance in human development, it will hopefully
help in solving the environmental problem and docia
problem as well.

Having a harmonious relationship between human
beings is one of the aims in Confucianism. Confsiciu
encouraged people to always judge people by putting
themselves into other people’s situation; othenkise
should try to be tolerant to the mistakes. Confsiciu
regardedRen as the core idea of his ideological
system. There are fifty eight chaptersTime Analects
which mentioned Rerf and the word appeared for
one hundred and five times in the book. The origina
meaning ofRenis about the relation between human
beings; therefore, we can comprehend that oneeof th
purposes of the study &fenis the study of relation
between human beings. Mencius said: “the one with
Ren will have love, with good manner will have
respect; the one who loves people will always be
loved by others; and who respects others will akvay
be respected by other¥”It explains the meaning

SelectioiiChina’s Social Science publishing house)
12 Mencius Jin Xin

Shang “f“#EN, HALEWAN, ZANE, NE
B WNE, NEz”
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why human being needs to love and respect the
others. The purpose is to keep a harmonious Situati

Ren has two principles in dealing with the relation
between human beings. First is “Forgiveness”.
Confucius said: “the work you dislike to do, do not
give it to the others™® This is a basic requirement in
relation between people. It means people should not
order others by force; furthermore, people showtd n
assign the work he doesn’t want to do to the others

Another principle is “loyalty”. Confucius said: f“i
you want to stand firmly, you should help the osher
being firmly; if you want to succeed, then firstuyo
should let others succeed.” This step for human
being’'s relationship shows that for achieving the
harmony between human beings, people should use
kindness to take care of the community, to benefit
people and to make the others happy.

The relation between human beings is an important
sign for social development; it is the foundation &
stable social development. The ideas such as
Forgiveness, tolerance, Loyalty which Confucianism
emphasizes above are Confucian ideology for human
being to keep a healthy relationship between each
other.

Maybe Muslims have different levels of sincerity to
Allah, and it selects human beings into differevel

in front of Allah, but hierarchy is not allowed the
real world. Islam put an emphasis on equality in
sustainable development. People never should disdai
the others because of his sincerity to Allah. Ndtera
rich or poor, leader or worker, people are equal
according to IslamicShari'ah (law). Thus, the
communication between Muslims is asked in
egalitarian. No matter in the Muslim family or a
Muslim society or among different believers, Islam
asks people must respect the others.

Muslims believe that human beings are created by
Allah--the only God; everyone in this world is an
offspring of Adam who is regarded as the first hnma
Allah created. From this perspective, Islam conside
the entire human beings no difference but a whole
family. Therefore, respecting Allah and loving huma
become the important values in Islam. “Respecting
Allah “shows the harmony between human being and
his creator; “loving people “shows the harmony
between human beings. Although Islam is
misinterpreted as prejudice, ignorance, extremist,
terrorist and fundamental religion by western media
since the mid-last century, still, the Quran and
Hadith is able to testify the truth about Islam. The
Prophet Muhammad said that: “to love the others jus

13 The Analects: Yan Yuan
CGBiE - B « “CHrAREk, 21T N. £
T, ERIL.,

like loving yourself, then it could be possible faru

to be a real believe:* It shows that the real faith of
Islam is to love the others just like loving sélhe
Prophet Muhammad also said: “Muslim should love
and take care of each other, because they arehtorget
just like one body. If any organ of the body gatk,
the whole body will suffer the pairt®

Some important principles about the relationship
between human beings have been mentioned in
Islamic teaching, such as solidarity, tolerance and
loyalty.

The Qur'an said: “And hold fast, all together, et
rope which Allah (stretches out for you), and bé no
divided among yourselves®The Qur'an also said:
“Let there arise out of you a band of people imgti

to all that is good, enjoining what is right, and
forbidding what is wrong: They are the ones toiatta
felicity. Be not like those who are divided amongst
themselves and fall into disputations after recejvi
Clear Signs: For them is a dreadful pendityfhe
Prophet Muhammad said: “whoever encourage
sectarianism, he doesn’t belong to my natitfiThe
verses from the holy Quran ardadith reveal the
importance of being united; on the other handait ¢
be understood as commends from Allah in keeping a
correct relation between human beings.

The Prophet Muhammad hated division between
Muslims. He said: “you should not hate or be jealou
or be hostile to each other. You are the slaves of
Allah. Therefore, you should be brothers. Muslims
will not allow drifting apart his brothers more th@
days.™ Islam asks Muslims to have love to his
Muslim brothers, even to other Non-Muslims. Also
the tolerance from the harm also has been mentioned
if it's necessary.

Apparently, Confucianism and Islam both consider
love and care are important elements in dealing the
relationship between individual and other peoplet B
having a harmonious relation is not enough only by
loving the others. With respect and tolerance, the
harmonious relationship between human beings
hopefully could be achieved.

In the discussion of the relation between individua
and humanized nature (society), Justice is onéef t
most important concerns. The key to have
harmonious relation between individual and sodiety
how to keep justice in society. Based on the iafea

1 The Sahih of Bukhari

15 The Sahih of Bukhari

% The Qur'an:3:103

" The Qur'an 3:104—105)
18 The Sahih of Bukhari

19 The Sahih of Bukhari
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“people are the foundation of countfy’
Confucianism set up a justice social construction.
There are two main principles.

Firstly, Confucianism put the political harmonythe
condition for a harmonious society. Confucius
thought that governor should create a fair politica
environment. As governor of society, he must
implement a set of policy which can protect peaple’
benefit. The core idea is about “policy Réri. The
policy of Renhas two parts of explanation. The first
one is “moral politics”. It asks governor to gain
morality only for the benefit of state affairs.
Confucius advocated that the governor should rule
people by his morality instead of hegemony. He:said
“if conquer people by supremacy and use the way of
suppress to control people. The appearance of
harmony will not be real. People will hide their
indecent ideas just because of fear. If the gowerno
uses morality to influence people to gain morality,
people will be shame of being immoral. The
management of state will become easférThe
second one is “people are the foundation of colintry
it means people are the purpose of having a
sustainable society. Governor should always have
the idea of respect and love his people. Xun 4i:sai
“what is governor, he is like a boat; what are pepp
they are like water. The water can support the boat
also they can overthrow if% Mencius also said:
“people are the first concern, and then is the Gid
corps, emperor is the last one. So that is why bgly
the acceptance from people, the emperor could lead
the country. ...*3we can see that the idea of “moral
politics” and “people are the foundation of couftry
actually are interconnected.

Secondly, Confucianism regards the harmony of
social benefit as the main content of social harynon
The main idea is: “equalization of wealth”. Mencius
thought that “only keeping people with a stable
income, society could be stable and harmonfus”
Confucianism always emphasizes equality in wealth

20 The Confucian Ancient Scriptur®oets of Five

sons (Pl SO 2 w0

The Analects; Wei Zheng .l
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= Xun Zi: Wang Zhi
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distribution. Confucius thought that the appearaosfce
the society with justice is like: the old one colile
well, strong one could have their contribution, the
little one could be directed, and all weak one ddé
raised.® The purpose of having a harmonious
society is for everyone to live in a satisfied life

The Qur’an says: “We sent aforetime our messengers
with Clear Signs and sent down with them the Book
and the Balance (of Right and Wrong), that men may
stand forth in justice® it shows that Allah sent the
balance (right and wrong) in order to keep justite
this world. The purpose of sending messenger is to
set up an equitable social order, and a justiciosi
between human beings. The Prophet Muhammad
said: “for communicating with the others, he never
ill-treated them; talking with the others, he wikver

lie to them; and making contract with the othems, h
will never break the contract? This is what the
Prophet asked Muslims to keep justice.

The Quran says: “Help ye one another in
righteousness and piety, but help ye not one anothe
in sin and rancor: fear Allah: for Allah is striot
punishment.?® Here, a behavior without justice is
looked as sin in Islam society. Also the Quranssay
“O mankind! We created you from a single (pairgof
male and a female, and made you into nations and
tribes, that ye may know each other (not that yg ma
despise (each other). Verily the most honored of yo
in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most rightis

of you. And Allah has full knowledge and is well
acquainted (with all things)® Through the meaning
of this verse, Islam shows there is no difference
between nation, ethnic, class or religion. Human
beings are equal in front of Allah. The equality of
right and obligation reveals the meaning of justite
Islamic society. Ideologically, the idea of justioe
Islam supports its social sustainable development.

Maybe in the aspect of social justice, there is
difference between confucianism and Islam. In
Confunian ideas, Govener’'s policy and morality is
considered as the fundation of social sustainable
development; instead of the emphasis on decision-
makers, Islam cares more in people’s acceptance and
understaning in morality. Confucius wanted to et t
impact from the top of social class; on the comtrar
Islam started from its base. But either from upper
class or from the bottom of the society, they both

25Rites.li Yun: (fLid-fLiz) :
“fEZHET, WHFH, $EK, PBEIUR
R, BEMFE.

%6 The Qur'an: 57:25
" The Sahih Bukhari
% The Qur'an:5:2

2 The Qur'an:49:13
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believe that justice is the key to a social sustali&
develpement.

The relation between individual and self has been
regarded as the fundemental part in achieving a
sustainable development. Confucianism thinks that
self-examination is the basic way to perfect
humanity and reach morality, also it is the kejnpo

in balancing the relation with people, society and
nature. Confucianism regards it as the core vafue o
harmony. How to educate people to become the one
who has Renandzhi’(coherence and wisdom) is an
important aim that Confucius always wanted to
achieve.

Therefore, Confucius summarized a set of method of
self-examination based on his long term education
experience. Confucianism always believes that
human being should use “honesty, sincerity and self
examination to control behavior. Only by this, huma
being could balance himself and obtain inner
harmony. Confucius thought the difference between
human beings and animals is because of spiritigal i
Morality is a clear sign to distinguish the difface.

The core idea of morality iRen.Only human beings
have morality as the basic ideological guide, peopl
could deal with the others properly, society could
have harmonious statement. The concept of social
harmony for Confucianism is the combination of
harmony between human beings and the harmony
between human and society. It based on human
beings’ awareness of morality.

Confucius said: “every day, | self-examine three
times. Did | try my best to work? Did | be faithfid
friends? Did | teach people the trutf?He again
said: “when we meet virtuous people, we should try
to be like them; if we meet some disqualified peopl
we should self-examine to avoid same mistakeA

rich resource has been found about Confucian self-
examination idea. The principles of self-examinatio
are “havingRenby own” and “self-examination and
forgiveness of the others”.

Confucius said: “if the one who wants to support
family, firstly he should cultivate his own charact
into moral; if he wants to reach moral, he shoidst f
clear his mind; if he wants to clear his mind, he
should firstly be sincere with his wisf*” The

% The Analects: Xue Er (iBIEAE « M4 —) -

DB H =B85 SO NEINA DT 25N KA A

G T HEAR S F2”
81 The Analects: Li Ren
(RiBHA Y “HNBmESS, IANmHNES

m)’
3 Da Xue
(R “BRFHZE, BHE ML HE,
S IE B AR IE O, ewWdtE”

emphasis on cultivation of morality is obvious whic
Confucius guaranteed for a healthy human
development. It helps to balance the outer world an
human being’'s inner world in order to achieve the
statement of harmony.

The way to reach harmony by self-examination in
Confucianism is similar to Islamic method. Islam
teaches Muslims that everything starts froniyye’
(sincere wish). Niyye here means having a correct
idea in the very beginning of the work. A correct
Niyye will possibly lead to a successful resultheT
Prophet Muhammad asked people to repent 70times
everyday .For everyday's 5 times prayer; Muslims
need to think about the mistakes in front of Allah.
Confucius asked people to self-examine 3 timesya da
to realize moral. Muslims seem even more serious in
achieving this level. All these methods and regoiat
only have one purpose which is helping people to
gain moral. Thus, as the basic method of keeping a
balanced relation with self, self-examination also
becomes the fundamental assurance to balance the
relation between human beings with society and
nature.

As what we learnt above, the relation between human
beings has an emphasis on love which includes
tolerance and forgiveness. Once the relation betwee
human beings is in a state of harmony, it will
guarantee a better living surrounding. Harmonious
relation between human beings is the basic element
for a harmonious society. Also, the justice we
mentioned before is not just about punishment, but
mainly is the concern between governor and people.
No matter the religious ideas or secular ambitions,
Islam and Confucianism both emphasizes in the
achievement of morality. All the relations we
mentioned above are based on the relation between
human beings and self. Islam and Confucianism both
believe self-examination is the key to understand
morality and achieve it. With moral, human beings
will be guided in building a correct relation with
others and with society. They are the basic
understanding to help dealing with the relationhwit
nature. How could a man love and care nature if he
even has no idea to love and care people in the
society? Only with awareness of having a correct
relations with self, others and society, human ¢g=in
will be able to understand how to balance their
relation with nature.

It is well known, the idea of “the harmony between
Heavenand human being” is a Confucian ideal in the
relation between human beings and nature.
Confucianism always regards human being as part of
nature. It is the reason human beings cannot
arbitrarily conquer nature. It is an obligation for
human beings to respect nature and protect it. The
Confucian idea of ecology is epitomized in the idea
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of “harmony betweerHeavenand human being”.
Confucius said: “how great! Yao is the king, how
wonderful, theHeavenis the biggest! Only Yao was
following!” **Since Confucius accepted that the law
of Heavencan be followed, then it shows that he
accepted the law of nature can be followed. Human
being and nature are not supposed to against each
other. They are independent also interdependem. Th
relation between human beings and nature is with th
interaction force.

“Having morality, utilizing the resources and
benefiting humar™ is the basic Confucian method in
balancing the relation between human beings and
nature. It reveals the necessity of having a good
concern of the first three relations. For Confucius
moral is always the key to any kind of sustainable
development. With moral, human beings are able to
legitimately utilize the resources form nature. YOnl
with correct way to use nature, human beings could
be able to have a real natural sustainable
development.

“Having morality” * means to understand the

morality of nature which is the law of nature sugipo
all creatures to live. According to Confucius’
understanding, the morality of nature is inner
connected tdRen Renrepresents the highest level of
morality of human being which appears as “loving
family, caring people and caring all natuf&'t is the
core idea of Confucianism. And Confucius regarded
pursuingRenas the highest ambition. Confucianism
believes that nature also has love to human jist li
human beings witiRenwill love the world. Clearly,
the definition of a correct inter-connection betwee
human beings and nature is due to the impact of
morality.

The state of “utilizing resources” is based on the
understanding of the first procedure of “having
morality”.  When human want to have natural
resource, they should consider the way of
exploitation by morality. It should be done in the
appropriate season and avoid waste. Confucius said:

3 The Analects: Tai
Bo (iR RH) “R#k, FRZABM, T,
MER AR, MESENZ ., 7

3 Shang Shu:Da Yv

Mo (1 » KEE) 2 “EH, A&
EBH, BAEFRR. K. K & K BB,
& IEfE. FIF. BAE MR, LThHERL Lt
M. Mo R, EZ L Mz LR 2R
¥ 1F##.  have morality.

3 Mencius:Jin Xin Shang
(TP R0 “Brztoth, Bzimbi;
FRW, {CZimikE.
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“it is not Xiao (filial piety) if man fell one tree or hunt
one animal at inappropriate time.” Confucius hilhse
practically followed this rule in his entire life.

The Confucian ecological ideology broke through the
family-society ethnic category, extended to the
concern of nature. It completed the idea of “the
harmony betweemdeavenand human” and step by
step achieved “loving family, caring people and
caring all nature”. Confucian ecological ideology i
the way gradually from loving human to loving all
creatures.

Mainly, there are two relations in Islam: the rigat
between human beings and Allah; the relation
between human beings and the world. The latter one
based on the relation between human beings and
Allah. According to Islamic ideology, Allah is the
only God who created the world which including
human beings. It proves to Muslims that human being
is not ruler of nature, but part of it. This pretethe
occurrence of the Anthropocentrism.

The Quran says: Behold! in the creation of the
heavens and the earth; in the alternation of tigatni
and the day; in the sailing of the ships througé th
ocean for the profit of mankind; in the rain which
Allah Sends down from the skies, and the life which
He gives therewith to an earth that is dead; in the
beasts of all kinds that He scatters through ththea

in the change of the winds, and the clouds whiely th
Trail like their slaves between the sky and thehear
(Here) indeed are Signs for a people that are Wike.
shows that the law of nature can be learnt. Human
beings should discover it when they need nature
resources. The Quran also says: “In the name of
Allah, Most Gracious, Most Mercifu® Under the
first relation, Muslims have total submission te th
will of Allah. It implies that Muslims also need to
learn the character of Allah. Since Allah is thesmo
merciful one, how could human beings be not like
him? Except the love to the other human, they ghoul
also love nature and protect it. The Quran uses the
story between the king Soloman and ants to
emphasize the importance of loving nature. Theee ar
also other verses mentioned in the Qur'an about the
interconnection between human beings and nature.
Islam teaches human beings to have morality with
nature; it could bring a wonderful future not offdy
Muslims but for the entire world.

Except having love to nature, the Quran also
mentions how to use nature. The Quran says: “O
Children of Adam! wear your beautiful apparel at
every time and place of prayer: eat and drink: But
waste not by excess, for Allah loveth not the

%" The Qur'an: 2:164
% The Quran:1.1
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wasters.*®* The Prophet Muhammad said: “don't
waste water, even you live beside river or
sea.*%Islam prohibits human beings from water of
nature resources because Islam proves that all the
nature resources don't belong to human beings. The
Quran says: “To Allah belong all things in the
heavens and on earth. Verily we have directed the
People of the Book before you, and you (o Muslims)
to fear Allah.** The Quran here reveals the
difference between Islam and Confucianism when
they face nature. As what we learnt that morakty i
the key for human beings to face nature and use its
resources, Confucianism believes that morality will
help human beings in keeping the balanced relation
between human beings or nature. Islam not onlg use
morality, but also thehar’ia (Islamic law) which is

the will of Allah to strictly commend human beings
behaving correctly in the relation with nature.

Islam and Confucianism both have noticed the
importance of moral towards nature and it has been
recognized as the important content in the conogpt
man. By understanding the concept of man we realize
that the definition of sustainable developmentads n
either from the perspective of society or from matu

A real sustainable development means a thorough
achievement which from human development to
social development and natural environmental
development, and it will finally reach the stateieth

the harmony is among human beings, society and
nature. Their relations should be interdependedt an
balanced. Instead of having emphasis on the
knowledge of technology, morality should be
emphasized as the priority in education and social
ethics.

The present ideologies have difficulty in achigvin
sustainable development. Seeking help from ancient
wisdom become a necessary option and the
commonness of the ancient understandings in
morality will be the possibility for the presentrhan
beings to achieve sustainable developmen
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