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Abstract: With the vision ofTransforming the Worldthe United Nations on September 25, 2015
adopted the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGBE tachieved by 2030 as the successor to
the Millennium Development Goals. With the key fean sustainability, the SDGs aim to work
with environment, economics, and society througlinatusive partnership at the global, national
and local levels.

India has embraced the agenda of the SDGs thrduglNational Institution for Transforming
India or NITI Ayog and the Research and Informat®ystem for Developing Countries (RIS).
One of the key agenda for the nation is socialusion and ‘empowerment of the poor for
removing poverty through education and skill depetent... of turning distant dreams into
immediate possibilities.... of dignity though housingower, water and sanitation for all’.
Development measures in India, with its socio-galteconomic diversity, demographic
magnitude and the colonial baggage have not aathithes expected success since independence.
The lack of success of equitable development ibleisn the below poverty line population data
which ranges approximately from 20-24% in 2015 delirey on the data sources available and the
increasing disparity of income among the rich dregoor.

The concept of social inclusion, represents a midiar “a society for all’, in which every
individual, each with rights and responsibilitiegs an active role to plajITI Aayog provides a
platform for cooperative federalism and facilitaties working together of the Union and States as
equals in providing policy interventions to the bimi Government. Inclusion however, is a
participatory idea at all levels of goal settingeeution of processes and its sustained outcomes
for reduction of inequalities, discrimination, gdcjustice and cohesion. For India, to ensure
successful implementation of sustainable developmeals, increased community participation is
desirable. It is time to reconfigure the populat@ividend and emphasize its strength as human
capital instead of developmental hindrances.

This paper outlines a further localized framewarkdommunity based partnership and proposes a
strategy for development to take forward the UN d@e of “Partnership with community to
develop strategy for development”. The idea of fhastnership is to move beyond the global and
governing leadership to the local communities, wanand expecting change, to actually mobilize
resources. This can be achieved through assetemtassessments within the local community to
enhance growth and capacity building for a longntsustainable growth and development. This
ties in well with the key idea of SDG’s to reduceverty, hunger, inequality and promotion of
health, sanitation and equality in all sectorsédohancement of human development and capacity
building. Human development indices are associatequst with the macro-systems but also with
the local or the meso-community level and its saxitbural environment, and therefore needs to
be approached from within the local system andllghi@rganizational and financial support from
the government and other bodies such as the cdepanmad institutional sectors including
education systems.

The paper will first outline the meaning and scoe¢he terms community and development in
context of the SDGs, especially Goal 17. Furthewiit outline the strategy for community

development in context of the Institutional Sodrgsponsibility (ISR) and the scope that it
represents in reaching out to the community, thihotite youth in academic and academia



50 Deshpande et al. / OIDA International JournaBefstainable Development 10:12 (2017)

affiliated institutions. The paper also aims to lexp the scope of community engagement as a
means of building human capital for charting thadrdo development in a sustainable manner.
This contention that partnership with the commutiilough ISR for transforming India by 2030
will be fortified through some case studies thavehaxplored community partnerships for
sustainable development. Though the suggesteagitatcover the urban socio-economic setup
of globalized India, nonetheless they reflect tmebfems faced by most countries across the
world.

Keywords: capacity building, community partnership, eduaatiotuman capital, sustainable
development
Introduction

ith the vision of Transforming the Worldthe United Nations on September 25, 2015 adofited

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to be achieyed030 as the successor to the Millennium

Development Goals. With the key focus on sustalitpbthe SDGs aim to work with environment,
economics, and society through an inclusive pashiprat the global, national and local levels.

India has embraced the agenda of the SDGs thrdwgNational Institution for Transforming India of Tl Ayog
and the Research and Information System for Delmgp@ountries (RIS). One of the key agenda forrthgon is
social inclusion and ‘empowerment of the poor famoving poverty through education and skill devaiept... of
turning distant dreams into immediate possibilitiesof dignity though housing, power, water and taion for
all'*. Development measures in India, with its socio-aalt@conomic diversity, demographic magnitude &l t
colonial baggage have not achieved the expectedessicsince independence. The lack of success dhlkelgu
development is visible in the below poverty lingptation data which ranges from approximately 20624 2015
depending on the data sources available and theasiong disparity of income among the rich andpther.

The concept of social inclusion, represents a migar “a society for all”, in which every individljaeach with
rights and responsibilities, has an active rolglay. NITI Aayog provides a platform for cooperative fealesm
and facilitates the working together of the Unionl &tates as equals in providing policy intervergito the Union
Government. Inclusion however, is a participatalga at all levels of goal setting, execution ofgesses and its
sustained outcomes for reduction of inequalitdisgrimination, social justice and cohesion. Falidn to ensure
successful implementation of sustainable developrgeals, increased community participation is ddde. It is
time to reconfigure the population dividend and bagize its strength as human capital instead ofldpmental
hindrances.

This paper outlines a further localized framewook éommunity based partnership and proposes aegyreor
development to take forward the UN mandate of ‘fRaghip with community to develop strategy for
development”. The idea of this partnership is tovendeyond the global and governing leadership &lttal
communities, wanting and expecting change, to dgtaebilize resources. This can be achieved thhoagset and
need assessments within the local community to resehgrowth and capacity building for long term airstble
growth and development. This ties in well with tkey idea of SDG’s to reduce poverty, hunger, indguand
promotion of health, sanitation and equality in sdictors for enhancement of human development apécity
building. Human development indices are associat#djust with the macro-systems but also with theal or
meso-community level and its socio-cultural envimemt, and therefore needs to be approached frohinwihe
local system with parallel organizational and ficiah support from the government and other bodieh sas the
corporate and institutional sectors including ediooasystems. Education through its multiple rolessociety
whether individual or social building through skilhd knowledge enhancement, according to the pgapgery to
sustainable development. Both, policies and govemimegulations along with students and institigiare ideally
responsible for social change. Education orgarimatthrough interactive partnerships with civilisbg, corporate
and local communities can help enhance need basethanity development while augmenting the macroepes
that will be sustainable and bring change from iwithe local community as against outside agencies.

Development

The Cambridge dictionary explains ‘development’ agsrocess in which someone or something growhanges
and becomes more advanced. The concept is almo#d as civilization and over two millennia has beegeneric
construct to delineate humanity’s well-being (Sea%eQuintella, 2008). It is considered an inherémfinite, non-
linear goal of progress for all individuals and isties. Over the years, three specific perspectiregdevelopment
have evolved. The first is the economic perspegctirgch identifies with development as a by-prodofceéconomic
growth that would lead to the development of sgtisblving problems of poverty through the tricklewn effect
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(Veiga, 2005:8 in ). The second approach rejeasbitlief in development by dismissing it as an lidgical trap
that was used to perpetuate asymmetrical relatipsdhetween societies; while the third or alten&tioute to
understanding development is a synthesis betweerfitst two understandings. This approach argues tbr
economic growth to be transformed into developmitice the two terms are not on the same plane$, i
necessary for economic growth to be thought otténscope of a social project connected to a sgsietell-being
(Soares & Qunitella, 2008: 109). For this groupelepment is associated with three dimensions-ieffiy as an
economic dimension, equity as social and libertyaagolitical dimension (Universidade Estadual den@iamas
[UNICAMP], 2005 in Soares & Qunitella, 2008: 109)

Amartya Sen’s work (1985 & 1999) shifted the fomfsdevelopment from economic indices and materiell-w
being to the capability approach. In this approatie Nobel laureate and economist goes beyond hiwena
parameters for judging well-being, development anagress. Capability approach is being used in reetyaof
places such as welfare, development, social paicy The key factor of the capability approachhis focus on
people and what they are able to do and have ttenfial to become —what Sen defines as their chfiebi The
idea is to bring the focus of development theadtdethe people’s capacity which will bring vast difénces in policy
prescription. Sen argues that social evaluatibosilsl be on what people are able to do, on thetguwallife and on
the removal of obstacles to freedom of choicesue life, this is explained through the concept'lmfings and
doings’ (Sen, 1989). Many significant changes itiggohave been seen through the adoption of thelutipes
approach such as the United Nations Developmemgjr&mme and the Human Development Index.

The Human Development Index was developed to erthatehumans and their capacities remain at theeerf
development and not purely based on economic granmthis calculated with three indexes, namely etiluta
health and standard of livihg

The 1970’'s witnessed a new idea in theorizing dgreknt literature which looked at development as a
transformation process which reconciled and reggdrpresent and future potential in order to attendurrent
needs and future aspirations through the ideasthgwable development (Becker, 1993 p. 49 in So&ar@siintella,
2008:110). The United Nations has unanimously a@eckBustainable Development as its roadmap forduglobal
transformation based on inclusive and partnerechgha Sustainable development appears as an &ierra
promote social inclusion, economic well-being ahne preservation of natural resources in a congngationship
between economic, social and ecological spacef©isS&achs, 2004 in Soares & Quintella, 2008:118)n@s the
basic principles of sustainable development assfyaty basic needs; solidarity with the future gatiens;
participation by the population involved; preseiwat of natural resources and the environment inegan
preparation of a social system that guaranteesaymgant, social security and respect for other cettu

Similarly, The Brundtland Commission, formally knowas the World Commission on Environment and
Development, in its report in 1987, defined sustbia development as "development which meets tleeaef
current generations without compromising the apdit future generations to meet their own needdie idea being
that economic and social development could not caintiee cost of the environmént

The need for social inclusion, social justice andh¢lusive growth

The concept of social inclusion, represents a misar “a society for all’, in which every individlijaeach with
rights and responsibilities, has an active rol@lay *. Inclusion is a participatory idea at all levelgdal setting,
execution of processes and the sustained outcomnaggduction of inequalities, discrimination, sddisstice and
cohesion. The UNDP website states that social siaus the reason behind the growing inequalitiethe world,
as ten percent of the people owning eighty fivecpet of the world’s assets and fifty percent ownardy one
percent. Till this staggering difference is mitigdt true development can never take place. Todayfimd the
concept of distributive justice, social inclusiamdanclusive development and growth, being put mdvby many a
theorist including John Rawls, Pierre Bourdieu Andartya Sen.

John Rawls in his book, A Theory of Justice (197iits forth the theory of Justice as Fairness,gusio 2 core
arguments. While exploring the way to achieve thstive justice, Rawls argues that each personldhoave an
equal right to the most extensive basic liberty patible with a similar liberty for all. The seconmhjor argument
that he puts forth is that social and economic iiggare to be arranged so that they are botheé@reatest benefit
of the least advantaged and attached to the officespositions open to all under conditions of fuality of
opportunity. Therefore, these two considerationstrde kept in mind when formulating any strategynplement
the SDGs for transforming India by 2030 as trueettgyment will never happen unless the strategieptad and
implemented, ensure distributive justice, whichlvéhd to inclusive development. Rawls’ concepdisttributive
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justice finds a place of importance in this papeualess the benefits of development trickles dtavthe lowest
echelons of the community, the goal of transformimdja cannot be truly attained.

In his writing, Forms of Capital (1986), Pierre Bmu puts forth the thought that “Capital is acclated labour
which enables them to appropriate social enerdlgerform of reified or living labour. Capital irsibbjectified form
takes time to accumulate and has a potential dgpaxiproduce profits and to reproduce itself ieritical or

expanded form. Capital can be seen in three masegwas economic capital — money and propertysijghtitural

capital — which can be converted into economictea certain conditions and can be institutiopedi in the form
of educational qualifications, social capital — mag of social obligations or connections which efso become
economic capital under some circumstances and eanskitutionalized in the form of a title of nabjl” For the

purpose of this paper, we will be looking at a comabon of Bourdieu’s theory of cultural and soadtalpital as the
agency to bring about grassroots level communiteigment and realization of the sustainable dgraknt goals
by 2030.

The role of every modern nation - state, irrespectif their ideology, politics and economics isttbha welfare
state. Given that, as well as the fact that the SRE0 are aimed at the welfare of the entire natitd not that of
merely the privileged few, it is essential to kebp parameters identified by Nobel Laureate ecosbéimartya
Sen who emphasized that the focus of developmentdide on social infrastructure for inclusive gtiowo take
place. According to him it is this that will lead €conomic growth of the country. Within socialradtructure, Sen
has identified primary education and healthcaréhastwo sectors that require foremost attentiomiia. Further
access to social infrastructure, active informedigipation in politics and the process of econoraid social
growth as well as decision making of the commuaitg all societal activities has been defined asmbkowlusion.
As an outcome, it aims to ensure the reduction nefgiialities, elimination of any forms of exclusiamd
discrimination and achievement of social justicd anhesion. Therefore, any strategy for achievibgS for the
country as a whole, must encompass the entire caitynibut the challenge lies in the implementatioihan
inclusive programme and an inclusion of the comiyuim the process of defining the trajectory andkeliof
development as well as in defining the notion @ifenunity’ itself. The other issue that needs t@bddressed is the
emphasis on the role of the CSOs and NGOs as flgeagancies of contact to reach out to the communithelp
bring the change that has been visualized in th&sSBnd adopted by the national and state goversmént
concrete strategy for inclusion of the nation’s dgnaphic dividend to not just participate but altjuguide and
thrust the process has not been outlined.

When the world talks about development in thé' 2&ntury, it often boils down to data and numbeus ipto

complex graphs showing how effective or ineffectiveertain top-down policy is. The one thing thié o slips our
mind is the fact that there is an inherent humanisspect that needs to be understood while cragctiata as
purely a numerical representation or a market sanipevelopment and more importantly, sustainableld@ment
cannot come through by overlooking this importasppext. While capacity building has been spoken abothe

past, it often talks about building capacity of fheople who implement certain policies and not ssagly those
who are at the receiving end of them. It is impart® have a capable workforce to implement politys more

important to build the capacity of the people whitl warry it on. The importance of capacity builditomes in
when the goal is of sustainable development. Ieiotd make a system sustain itself, the drivingdamust come
from within the system itself and it is not somaththat can be imposed.

SDG's social inclusion, social justice and incluseszgrowth

Goal 17 “Partnerships for the Goals”, of the SD@wbkasize orMulti-stakeholder partnershipthat mobilize and
share knowledge, expertise, technology and finameisources, to support the achievement of theaseile
development goals in all countries, in particulaveloping countries (17.16) and encourage and pi@mifective
public, public-private and civil society partnegs$i building on the experience and resourcing egras of
partnerships (17.17)

A tremendous scope for making the SDGs an attaénabld workable agenda, lies with the youth in India
According to the UN Report on population in NovemB@14, India has the largest youth population, 356 orilli
between the ages 10 to 24, and it is this potetit&lwe need to tap. Taking account of this padé&rthe National
Assessment and Accreditation CoufisiRAQ as part of its requirements, gives importancéngitutional Social
Responsibility (ISR) within academic institutions the undergraduate level. Similarly, Higher Se@gd
educational institutions including thedian Certificate of Secondary Educatii@SE), theCentral Board of
Secondary EducatiofCBSE) as well as State Boards, have a requireronEr@ UPW or Socially Useful and
Productive Work. With an aim towards nation buigiSUPW and ISR requires students to reach out ¢o th
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community not only to help them through stop gaprgements such as philanthropy, but also for kocia
development and thereby development of human dapi@se requirements have been incorporated Wwéhdtial
perspective of building thoughtful citizens who tridsute and understand the need for inclusive atasive nation
building. Not only does the community to whom thadents reach out to benefit from this, but thedsts
themselves become better human beings by reachirtg the community, as Shakespeare put it:
The quality of mercy is not strain'd,
... it is twice blest;
It blesseth him that gives and him that takdsrchant of Venice, Act IV, Scene 1)

Therefore, by reaching out to the community, nolyatio the students become more socially consciows a
responsible citizens, the people they reach ogrdaav as well. An autonomous body established bythiversity
Grants Commission (UGC) of India, NAAC assess arwtalit institutions of higher education in the ety since
its constitution in 1994. The key core value of tinganization is Contributing to National Developrhalong with
other competencies and value systems among studeresdistribution of criterion-wise differentialeightages
includes ‘Research, Consultancy and Extensionnasad the key element for grading the scores diidriggducation
institutions. Inclusion of extension activities hiit the scheme of higher education points towdndsnations intent
towards inclusive development through communitytipgmation (NAAC, 2013) However, what seems to aeking
currently is the strategy and design for propaggtivis nation building process through communitstperships and
possibly the idea of an inclusive community its@kh. address the second aspect of the problem fidehthe paper
will conceptualize the community itself before mayion to discuss the community partnerships andttiagegy for
community partnered inclusive development in corenge with the SDGs.

What does the term community imply?

For the scope of this paper, a geographical oliadpatderstanding of the term ‘community’ adds he practical
relations that need to be built between communéstners inclusive of institutions of education (ahiincludes
students, teachers, curriculum, policy etc), othepport groups along with the receiving communibtyg ahe
interventions that will be operative at severalelsv This however, does not restrict us in assogahe idea of
community to the wider trans-geographical undeditamespecially keeping in mind the fact that depetent is a
global and transnational aim for all members ofdlbal community. The aim of this paper is toand bring the
community to harness its own human and social abpitbuilding human capacity for a more develogediety.
The concept of social capital being part of thdituon needs to change to a wider lens. In mathra@pological
and sociological terms, social capital uses agémcpange habitus.

There are many definitions and parameters for gefiftommunity’ that have evolved over time sinbe early 28
century and the debates around the teBasieinschafineaning community an@esellschaftmeaning society from
Weber (1921), T6nnie€l935), and Durkheim (1972) to a more recent wtdading as outlined by Patrick and
Wickizer (1995), MacQueen et al. (2001) and Phdvin (2004) in the community service and reseaecihos.
Patrick and Wickizer (1995), identify community tvian integrated geographical and spatial concet pliace or a
geographically bounded location; with social intti@n, networks and support systems as decisivhetadea with
political and social responsibility, involving ptitial and social motives in the formation of comraugroups.
MacQueen et al. (2001) in their work "What is Comnmity? An Evidence-based Definition for Participatétublic
Health”, focus their empirical research on the ustdding of community and outlines 5 core elemémttheir
definition: “community is a group of people with diverse chadesistics who are linked by social ties, share
common perspectives and engage in joint actioneimggaphical locations or setting’Further in their words, “in
anthropologic terms, the elements constitute a comeultural domain”.

Phil Brown (2004) in his work “Who Is The Commurity What Is The Community?” further explains theftore
elements as outlined by MacQueen et al. (2001):

1) Locus as a sense of place, referred to a gebigraptity ranging from neighbourhood to city size,
or a particular milieu around which people gathdsedath as a church or recreation centre).

2) Sharing, common interests and perspectivestregfdo common interests and values that could
cross geographic boundaries.

3) Joint action, a sense of coherence and ideititiyded informal common activities such as starin
tasks and helping neighbours, but these were nogsserily intentionally designed to create
community cohesion.

4) Social ties involved relationships that createglongoing sense of cohesion.
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5) Diversity referred not primarily to ethnic groops, but to the social complexity within
communities in which a multiplicity of communities-existed.

In an integrated understanding Brown (2004), oefliaver-changing elements of a community as:

1) a variety of geographic (bounded) and transyggguhic (un-bounded) groupings and often a blend

of both;

2) that function effectively only through socialpport through social networks;

3) and ‘generate collective social action, butadse formed as a result of such action’.
This definition is a model for understanding then@ept of community in contemporary global and urbantext
especially since the examples studied and analyskxhg to the urban socio-cultural and economiaupetPatrick
and Wickizer (1995), MacQueen et al. (2001) andaBr@g2004) have worked within the community heakicter
grappling with the challenges of the ever-changdemntity of the community. The authors of this pafel that in
furthering the idea of strategies for achieving 8@G’s the concept of community outlined above widime in
extremely useful.

A community in the practical sense of the conterappspace, urban or rural include the governmeaticational
institutions and non-profit organizations, corperaector organizations and the people within anddfiyet a
transient geographical space that comes togethedeweelopment initiative and inclusive growth. Alfgeliant
community will be realized through partnershipsdavelopment that is guided by a vested intereshefdiverse
groups that form a community within the plans amctsgies for their own future. Encouraging parshgrs
between governments and local bodies at are théokiéwe success of the SDGs

Community participation and community development

The United Nations since its conception has beewiar in not only constructing the vision of andgtated
international community but also in encouraging &awilitating community development at all leveis.1999, then
Secretary General Kofi Annan examined the concépinternational community’ in an address on then82
DPI/NGO conference, exploring the diverse and uaigature of each community and the constant chemgew
communities are formed and designed and fact dfiamesl vision which binds the communityévhat makes a
community? What binds it together? For some itithf For others, it is the defence of an idea,lsas democracy
or the fight against poverty. Some communities lawenogeneous, others multicultural. Some are as |sasal
schools and villages; others as large as contineltslay, of course, more and more communities airtual”,
discovering and promoting their shared values tiylouthe Internet® Further emphasizing on community
development, he speaks of the partnerships that todee developed between NGOs, civil society, gowents and
private sector (UN defines the Civil society as thérd sector” of society comprising of civil saty organizations
and non-governmental organizations, along with gowent and business.

Community development as understood by the UnitadioNs is'a process designed to create conditions of
economic and social progress for the whole communith its active participation' (UN, 1955Yhe key ideas
include a holistic progress with an active parttipn of the community itself and is based on tkgressed needs
of the people with local government and adminigiratlong with voluntary non-governmental orgarimas. This
fundamental understanding of what makes a commuamitythe responsibility of community developmenttfar
guides the development of Sustainable DevelopmeaisG The project of successful Community Developinie
not only wells, roads, schools, other communitylifées, and new crops; it is, more properly, thevelopment of
stable, self-reliant communities with an assuretsseof social and political responsibility (Minieti 1969, p. 9;
quoted from Su Braden and Marjorie Mayo, 1999).

Community participation occurs when a “communityamizes itself and takes responsibility for manggits
problems including identifying problems, developiagtions, putting them into place, and followingotingh while
at the samdime the professional partners build the commusitgpacity to make informed decisions and to take
collective action (Cheetham, 2002n the context of development, community parttipn has been identified as a
sustainable means of development since the 1950 seminal work by Samuel Paul in the 1980’s hfisénced
all later work on community participation that réxes around capacity building and empowerment (&urtL984;
Botchway, 2001; Brett, 2003; Bigdon & Korf, 2002ydns, Smuts, & Stephens, 2001). Paul (1987) retefan
active process whereby beneficiaries influence dinection and execution of development projecthigatthan
merely receive a share of project benefits." Hatified five major objectives of community partieifon; project
cost sharing, increase in project efficiency, daffeamess, building beneficiary capacity and empaomesnt.

Capacity building is emphasised through projechpiliag or though formal training and consciousnesising
activities and integration with higher level orgeations while empowerment is explained as seekirigdrease the
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control of the underprivileged sectors of societerothe resources and decisions affecting thegsliand their
participation in the benefits produced by the stydie which they live (Paul, 1987 from Bemberged88:6; Brager,
Specht, and Torczyner, 1987; Westergaard, 1986jtAge 1988). Post liberalization, international doagencies
have emphasised local beneficiary participatiorenisure sustainable development (Gonzales, 1998)b&mwer,
(1988) however identifies costs of community pdptition such as delays in project start-up, indrepgosts,
conflicts and loss of efficiency due to inexperiernd the participants.

Bemberger (1988: 5) further identified three diéfiet kinds of community participation:
« beneficiary involvement in the planning and implenation of externally initiated projects, or comrityn
participation;
« external help to strengthen or create local orgditins but without reference to a particular prpjec
local organizational development;
e spontaneous activities of local organizations tieate not resulted from outside assistance, or amtigs
local participation.

Chowdhury, (1996) linked community participationviell- being in the sense of income, security, @f-esteem
while Oakley and Marsden (1987) link community papation to a growing sense of responsibility amadhe
participants for their own welfare, capacity builgito contribute to the community’s development.

Community participation is a complex process inficed by multiple social and cultural factors. Thiage success
the development programmes must be viewed as aamigarning process with open interactions between
community members and partners regarding obstgoteseived value of the project or low levels oftjggpations
(Ndekha et.al, 2003). Though community participati® defined as a key to sustainable developmietteality of
social and economic diversity and its influencalmsuccess of the project has not been studidedth.

Community participation leads to building commurggpacity, which is the combined influence of a oamity’s
commitment, resources and skills that can be degldg build on community strengths and address aamitgn
problems and opportunities (Aspen Institute, 20@@ding to community developmerithus, for community
development to occur, people in a community mudiete that working together can make a differenod a
organise to address their shared needs collectifdtyra et. al. 1992). Community development oconlen a
group of people in a community reach a decisiomittate a social action process to change theinemic, social,
cultural and environmental situation (Christenstnaé 1989) to exercise control over resourcenésses local
community resources to increases choices. Thetiregeghanges could be towards stimulating susténatonomic
activities, increasing employment or other socititcal changes. Social development hence, creates a
environment where people can exercise their futeptial to lead productive, creative lives (Ron f&ra(pers.
com.). It is also a process where people are unitéid those of governmental authorities and othgengeies to
improve the economic, social and cultural cond#ioh communities and communities are integrateal tin¢ life of
the nation enabling them to contribute fully toioaal progress (United Nations, from Biggs, 1999Cavaye,
2015)

Community participation especially in the non-teichh decisions is associated with higher projectcomes

Khwaja (2003a) and plays an important role as ansmed providing and accessing information (Wasil&@15)

with regards to the community’s preferences andnwdtchoice. A top down approach based on infoionat
sharing and consultations leads to poorer reshlgsayan, 1993; Zazueta, 1994; Cleaver, 1999; MdE3@7) as
unfortunately it takes responsibilities away frootdl people (Toulmin, 1995) while participationasmeans of
exerting influence or bargaining power (Grossmaah ldart 1986; Hart and Moore 1990) and a higher egémthe

micro and meso agents leading to an augmented stdke project undertaken leading to higher suscato with

capability and capacity building. Strong partngeshof the community, local groups, committed los&dff and

collaboration with other departments in multi-diiary planning and implementation yield quickesults (Pretty,
1995; Eckbom 1992).

Development projects undertaken with community ipgu@tion from developing nations have reflectedcass
rates higher than the top down approaches wittgarised by local or international agencies. Sonaengkes of the
success stories include irrigation projects unéericoy The National Irrigation Authority (NIA) ifné Philippines,
(de los Reyes & Jopillo 1986; Bagadion & Korten 19%he Orangi Pilot Project in Pakistan that wakken
sanitation problem in a slum in Karachi and redubeddistrict’s infant mortality rate (Uphoff, 199Pearce, 1996),
community-based Grameen Bank in Bangladesh thatepi@d lending to the landless poor to supportlloca
entrepreneurship (Chowdhury, 1990; Fuglesang amahdlbr, 1993) and community- based forestry prejéct
Guijarat, India to reduce forest related offensesmomote planting and protecting teak and bambeest
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Development in the past has had a patron donotiaelavhere the community at the micro level is etisdy
passive, taking in the benefits of the larger matranges without participating in the directioncbfinge at either
the macro or the micro level. Community participatwithin larger macro policies has been a modibvieed in
the recent past to enhance development at thellaab in areas and agendas that have been iédraifid charted
at the macro level. However, the community’s pectige or direction of change though is generallyalignment
with the macro agenda in the long term, short tgmals seeking change address immediate concermseTh
concerns in most cases are a fragment of the npatiges, but at the micro and the meso commugitael require
preferential treatment for the well-being of themgounity within the immediate future. To take an repde,
healthcare is a global agenda and policies ancegiojare in place to work toward achieving the gdatreas a
communities’ need to deal with sanitation and gglth related issues may be a higher local pricatgnsure that
women and children are safe to seek opportunifgster their human capital and well-being. Thisvisere the idea
of restructuring the identity of the community as@mmunity participation needs to change.

Literature on community participation however iflgetive of development projects within infrastrue, agrarian
and conservation areas. There seems to be lagkarfriation on community participation towards huncapital
building and education. Our work emphasises ondhfgect of development which, is important withie tndian
scenario keeping in mind the demographics of thty that needs to be transformed.

Population can either be considered a bane or a 8epending on the structure and quality of theugatjon. The
boon or the dividend from the demography occury evithen the population has a strong workforce ndy am
terms of numbers, but as educated and skilled wockf As far as demographic transition is concertedia is
currently experiencing high population growth, awing economy, a shifting of the population frone tlural to the
urban and increased urbanization and industrigdizgDatt & Sundaram, 2015). The challenge theeefor India is
how to transform this both young and newly urbarpuyation which cuts across all economic strata iato
demographic dividend by building human capacity eapability.

Indian socio-geographical space consists of divpmmulations in terms of class and economic capacid to a
large extent has a symbiotic relation where locahmunities depend on each other for developmeig é&hno
point is denying the caste, class, gender issuashwdiso lead to increasing disparity). In compamigo many
western societies the local communities and neigtilmnds are not segregated in terms of geograpbjite,
though schools and institutions of higher educatos comparatively specific to economic groups ¢ivhoften
reflect caste hierarchy) as there are multiple atioie providers in the country.

Education and sustainable development through commity partnership

Keeping sustainable development in mind, what neéedse emphasised is the dual role education igaalbuld

play in building human capability and capacity d&ndding. The first is where education helps kna¥ge, skill and
capability and capacity building for the global hao centric world while the other is the social stipusness
education is expected to create. The social consp&ss through education needs to translate inmamemity

partnerships for meso level community developmeabnomic and social. This consciousness is an stateling

of the concepts of growth not in the narrow ecormoseinse but a wider and inclusive idea which isaaifastation
of macro and micro development of the individualion and the local communities at the meso-fevel

Education is derived from the Latin wodlucitic meaning breeding, bringing up or rearing and theppse
though many in academic and philosophical liteettan be identified as preparing young peopleifierwork and
citizenshig®. This includes the ‘process’ (Dewey, 1897) of kiemige building, skill building and critical
consciousness. The role education whether at saoitle higher education level seems to constamtiphasise
societal purposes, including good citizenship, stgstudents into productive members of societgrahy
promoting society's general economic developmerd, @eserving cultural values (Winch and Gingedio&:10—
11).

Borrowing from the ideas of John Dewey and his ephof progressive education, it is important ttook at
education as a mode of social reform and enhandeshskills both for the personal development aocia change
where the ‘individual who is to be educated is eé@andividual and that society is an organic unaf individuals’.
The role of education in social reconstruction,i@oprogress and reform is strongly emphasised bywé&y in the
needs of education to build ‘social consciousnes®re the individual inherits the ‘funded capitélcivilization’
and acts as a member of ‘a unity’ and ‘conceivesimiself from the standpoint of the welfare of tireup to which
he belongs’. Thus, the educational process hasites - one psychological and one sociological (®gwW897).
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According to Dewey, “through education society éarmulate its own purposes, can organize its owamend
resources, and thus shape itself with definiters@ss economy in the direction in which it wishesnove. To
achieve this, he emphasises on ‘experiences’ tpatethe connection of knowledge being imparted (©gwW902).
A community in the practical sense of the conterapospace, urban or rural include the governmehicational
institutions and non-profit organizations, corperatector organizations and the people within anddfiyet a
transient geographical space that comes togethmedeweelopment initiative and inclusive growth. Alfgeliant
community will be realized through partnershipsdavelopment that is guided by a vested intereshefdiverse
groups that form a community within the plans atrdtegies for their own future. Community partidipa in the
recent past has brought together the governmemtcagge NGOs, CSOs, and the specific community sieaks
support, however what is largely missing is theerof the academic sector beyond the ideational atvisory
support system. There are educational instituttbas have integrated their curriculum with the coumity service
through Community Service Learning and researchaaadontributing immensely to inclusive growthatingh the
student dividend that is also the community’'s yasigartner.

In a report submitted by th8ub-committee on ‘Strengthening Community EngagenrerHigher Education in
India’ the 12" Planning Commission quoted Dr Montek S. Ahluwallg, Chairman, Planning Commissiomere
he emphasizes the role of institutions of higheaucaton in promoting deeper social responsibilitpn@ngst
students and teachers by enabling closer interastigith the community

Increasing socio-economic diversity in student Bnemts creates a heterogeneous population and ortapity
for students to take the benefits of this education give back to the community. There is a needntegration of
theory and practice, from the classrooms to théepocAt a time where India has invested highlythie education
sector, the percolation to human resources is ¢ggeén a short period of time. Community engagenaativities
have been undertaken in Higher Education Institstitnowever, the report points out the flaws is #ipproach and
pushes for a mutually beneficial partnership betwtee Institutions and the communities. The refighlights
some of the different groups which are involvedd@mmunity-university engagement across the worltliarindia
such as The Global University Network for InnovasqGUNI); projects likessamarth Bharat Abhiyaprogramme
and Tallories Network undertaken to directly reaahto the community. Others like Living Knowled§etwork in
Europe work to bridge the gap between various &i@kers of the community; while the Global Allianéer
Community Engaged Research (GACER) acts as a ghalhalork between universities and the community.

The examples and initiatives cited, including #hagithin the country, speak of the will amongst treious
stakeholders, and the strategy suggested bringshegthese initiatives within the framework of kiég Education
Institutions (HEI) through academic research ad agldirect engagement with the community that idhefit a
larger community.

Since independence till date community engagenmelmidia, both teaching and learning have been tiiradd-ons
such as that of the National Service Scheme (N8&8adits scope is very limited what is requiredrnsinnovative
methodology of integrating the students within thdsvelopmental agendas without pushing it forthasal work
but as systemic and scientific mapping, analysi®blpm solving and execution as part of the integta
developmental agenda for all sectors- bringing tlogreeducation and work, theory and practice, usitye and
society.

What is needed is the students’ integration withia community to engage with the ground realitiepeaople’s
lives and through their knowledge both theoretimatl practical bring in sustainable change. The ide@ot to
enforce an outsider’s perspective or a rather tiypnddevelopmental ideology but a participatory ustending and
problem solving of issues through community basesgarch, and service learning programmes. Whateded is
not sympathy or philanthropy but an empathetic gepositivist understanding through Participatorytiéw
Research, Asset Based Community Development thraugteds and asset mapping. If students are exposiee
such ideas of research based community servicggthaustructured curriculum built within coursesotigh the
various disciplines that they engage with, chanitlebw speedy and sustainable.

Recent case studies

Our own research in this area has brought forthesoase studies which reflect the need among thencuority;
students, educational institutions, non-profit migations etc. to work for development of the Ipssileged.

TEDx Hyderabad

TED is a global foundation devoted ltbeas Worth Spreading-ounded in 1984, this non-profit media organati
started as a conference to bring together peopie three worlds: Technology, Entertainment, DesigeD is now
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a platform and a global movement focused on meéulimhange through the power of ideas. TEDx wasite in
the spirit of TED’s mission, but designed to givenenunities, organizations and individuals the opptty to
stimulate dialogue through TED-like experiencethatlocal level. TEDx Hyderabad is one such norfiplicense
holder of the TED global foundation in the city léfderabad. It is devoted to building a communityTofnkers,
Enablers and Doers within the city of HyderabadDXHEyderabad believes in the power of community exaahts
to build it — one idea at a time. Among their numer projects, three of them look at involving theadent
community as a means of helping them achieve usils.

1. Save 10K Bores — This looks at a Do-It-Yourselfjpcd of recharging the dry borewells in the resides
and housing societies of Hyderabad city throughewhtrvesting solutions at a minimal cost of 15000/
rupees. This initiative was showcased at HUM - Hgblad Urban Makeover conference and adopted by
HMWSSB (Hyderabad Metropolitan Water Supply and &age Board) as part of a larger campaign for
water conservation. This project which targets aegimg of ten thousand borewells in the city of
Hyderabad, looks at students as volunteers, tdeci@aareness of the possibility of reducing watests
and better management of water and water consemnvdity meeting management committees of the
residencies and housing societies and making tlvesmnesof these options.

2. 100K First Responders — The aim of this initiatigseto train one lakh people across Hyderabad inity
emergency response to help victims of any emergbatyeen the time that the emergency occurs and the
ambulance or other emergency service providerseariihe First Responder training has been impaaed
different people across the city including medimallege students, Uber cab drivers, and residdgrasew
residential complexes. The involvement of educaidmstitutes in this initiative would help takedtgoal
forward and help address the apathy that has deselim modern societies.

3. Extension of She Teams to Colleges — SHE teams s introduces in Telengana state with a moto to
provide safety and security to women in Telengama#eswith a moto to provide safety and security to
women in Telengana and to make Hyderabad a saferaad city. This project is in its initial stagebere
TEDXx looks as acting as an agency between the éalid the colleges where students would be trained
and there would be centres in colleges which wallas a go to place for any kind of harassmentesexf
by women.

The rue of TEDx Hyderabad is that they do not feufficient volunteers to take the project ahead sed a
complete fruition as had been visualized by thdnurior colleges and undergraduate colleges coeddth out to
agencies who are dedicated then the change inomenanity would be much more visible. Ekta Vermazose
team member of TEDx Hyderabad opines that onceestsdare sensitized and become socially conscinds a
responsible young adults, they will not only takéstmessage out to the world at large, but withcessive
generations, an entire community of citizens wélvelop who are deeply involved in helping the comityuthat
they are a part of as it will become part of tH2NA"2

Design for Change

Design for Change (DFC) is an international moventieat encourages school children to take on sigsaks that
bother them and change them through an organizedefvork of “Feel, Imagine, Do and Share”. Over @00,
children from across 35 countries register with Ddr@ take on the one-week challenge of feeling tivbat they
would like to change in society, imagining stragsgio implement that change, and executing thair phd sharing
their story with Design For Change. Several powesfories of change have emerged from the initeativhich

rewards the students with awards and provides tsistance and a global platform. Children in athers of the
world from India, Bhutan, Chile, Qatar, USA, Netlaeds and so on are doing inspiring work from hedpiheir

immigrant peers, stopping child marriages, cleanipgheir villages to working towards abolishingauchability.

The Good Project at Harvard did a study on the vamnke through DFC till 2012 and found 16 key dieetauses
that were taken up. Further, DFC has created adurics that aims to inculcate the values of empatigy working

in the community in students. Harvard’s researclthencurriculum once again found that it has a tsutigl impact
on the student's developm&af °

Symbiosis International University (SIU) and SynmgisoCommunity Outreach Programme and Extension SCOP

Symbiosis International University, in 2012, stdrtbe Symbiosis Community Outreach Programme anénsion
(SCOPE) as per the prescribed guidelines by the WEIC a view to positively impact and help the coomities
that exist around its various Institutes. The maieas of focus were healthcare where the Symb(sigre for
Health Care setup Mobile Medical Unit (MMU) and tReamily Doctor Care (FDC) facilities. Other areds o
interventions came about through the other ingt#twif the University and were also added to the BE@xtivities.
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The healthcare initiatives take place in villaged aome construction sites in the areas around.Hineefacility is
a well-equipped one with medical professionals ttatduct many preventive, curative and promotiveises for
the people who need to avail of these facilitied are often unable to do so otherwise. SCOPE hasrgto engage
with different government and private initiatives hielp undertake activities such as monthly immatndns, pre-
natal check-ups, treatment camps and other supgmaugh the course of its engagement with socRGOPE also
aims to undertake research and survey relateditagiwith different Symbiosis colleges. The Unisigy has also
adopted 14 villages around its main campus whewoiks to improve health, education, sanitation arabte
management in keeping with its responsibility tdphthe development of society. These endeavours ttiea
University undertakes also enriches the minds sfsitudents developing sensitivity by and bringingthe
perspective of social responsibility

Symbiosis School for Liberal Arts (SSLA)

Symbiosis School for Liberal Arts, a department $fmbiosis International University has incorporatad
Community Outreach Program into its course strgctlihis provision requires its students to complé@ hours of
community service during the course of their edocatThese outreach programs are undertaken predorhy in
the fields of education, healthcare, women’s empoweat and political awareness in different areathefcountry.
Projects like these which involve and enhancertberaction between students of more privileged gamknds with
those not as fortunate aim to nurture sensitivityoag the students as well as brings positive chdog¢hose
seeking upward mobility. The aim of these exercaesto help different communities not through dhavut in
ways that have a long term effect on building sostale practices. Another such example of commumittyeach
collaborations between SSLA and Aman Setu for Bhghs a Second Language (ESL) where students of the
college volunteer to help the children from themsdHearn English. The endeavour aimed to bringualcreased
communication by the child in English and boostfitience in being able to speak the language wise2a

In tune with the ISR requirements of NAAC, as wel the ideals put forth by SSLA for the developmahits
students, one of the projects that was undertakenthe study of an urban slum with respect to icegspects of
their lives where the institution could be of helpused Community Based Research with a focus ead\and
Asset Based Community Development (ABCD) as a meé&rsnducting this study. The study was carriad iy
the students of Applied Anthropology at an urbamsknown as the Yamuna Nagar basti in Viman Nagane.
The students focused on three main issues whick wentified through preliminary research of thenoaunity
which were the areas of Education, Sanitation asatFSystems. Using the different methodologies e taught
during classroom hours, the students were ableltect data and analyse it to form potential solosi that can be
undertaken by the University to help build the camity further. The students also learnt how tacelaiews and
perspectives against the cultural background andénéhought about interventions based on the sahiehvis an
important aspect of bringing about social changis. &lso one of the things that a top-down apgrdacommunity
development cannot achieve. Most communities aterdgenous in their existence and each individnathie
community has varied needs and equipping themachréne path to finding how to meet these needsrisething
that comes through Community based research grétssroots level.

Strategy for change

To ensure integrated development keeping in miecheds of the aspiring community, the focus neebts grass-
root connectivity to the state and central agenttiesugh dedicated channels of the higher educatiostitutions,
which have the academic and human resources atépipartner in national development. NAAC or fiational
Accreditation Council, which has been referred &fobe in this paper, is an autonomous body fundgdhle
University Grants Commission that assesses ancediterinstitutions of higher education in India.eTNAAC
guideline and manual of the self-study report ftfiiliated/constituent colleges for assessment accteitation
manual highlights the firgtore value as that of “contributing to the national devetant”

“Contributing to National Development has alwayshean implicit goal of Indian HEIs. The HEIls

have a significant role in human resource develanased capacity building of individuals, to cater

to the needs of the economy, society and the cowadra whole, thereby contributing to the

development of the Nation. Serving the cause ddlsiostice, ensuring equity, and increasing access

to higher education are a few ways by which HEIs cantribute to the National Development. It is

therefore appropriate that the Assessment and Algatéon (A&A) process of the NAAC looks into

the ways HEIs have been responding to and conirigubwards National Developmen{NAAC,

2013: 4).
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The seven criteria-based assessment of NAAC isriiiastay of the A&A that analyses the “core funeticand
activities of an institution and broadly focus te issues which have a direct impact on teachiagieg, research,
community development and the holistic developmehtthe students”. The agenda of Institutional Socia
Responsibility (ISR) is one of the key criteriorift 3.6) for “Research, Consultancy and Extensi@riterion Il1)
for securing grades and national certification. IBRone of the learning elements for developingsiwtties
towards community issues, gender disparities, s@cequity etc. and in inculcating values and comnneint to
society (NAAC, 2013:17). ISR focuses on institutied programmes or ideally is “built into the catium which
intends to help, serve, reflect and learn”. Accogdio the publications of UGC and NAAC, ISR andemsion
activities have been given a major weightage inassessment of an educational institute. Althoughbers vary
in different reports, the percentage that ISR atdresion activities carry for the gradation of diege or university
is high (Institutional Accreditation Manual for $&8tudy Report, NAAC 2013).

The action plan we suggest identifies the localiesand central governance bodies, NGOs, CSO$ soisiety and
the educational institution as key partners with éispiring community and drives change throughwtstred and
partnered programme.

At the Local level

1. Promotion of the idea of a community that is orgaly bound within parts of cities, townsasbasand rural
area to promote the idea of a singular cohesivieishe group for propagating integrated developnient
all. These geographical and organically sketcheehsarpreferably should be based on the existing
communities and markers within cities towns etbeathan recreating new distinctive boundaries.

2. Build partnerships to include or build in relatidmstween the citizens, civil society agencies saghetired
and senior citizen groups, women'’s groups, locditipal groups with aspirations of change in thear
These groups within the Indian context are ofterivated to bring in change but lack the competentie
strategize.

3. HEIs should be able to promote themselves as agrai this endeavour for change with the aspiring
community. It is through the resources here theg¢aech and community building strategies will bdioed.
Higher Educational Institutions and students needhe outlined as key inspiring and guiding factfos
development as they have access to academic, cbsaiad the methodological base for working with the
community.

4. The essential component of this strategy is a wibrale played by the community aspiring change. As
discussed above since the community may have @ivetsrests and aspirations, it is extremely imgrto
address all agendas from the community’s perspeclis ensure the community is not fractured on dgen
to be addressed a plan of action should be disdusstining the stages (if more than one is reql)iref
action to achieve the set goals. The plan for acsiould definitely work with the resources ideetif (if
any) within the community itself to enhance the aterand a sense of self-dependency of the agdihts.
application of needs and asset analysis ensurdsthieacommunity also has vested interests in the
developmental plan.

At the Institutional level

1. HEI's need to employ or identify individual/s witbompetencies in the field of community service
programme has and have experience in research arlkihg with the community. These experts could be
from the field of anthropology, development studiseciology, etc to ensure that the social issues a
addressed from a 360 degree perspective as a tdohke tunnel vision approach to solving issudsitte
has not achieved much success. New methodologiestufdy, concepts within the discipline and thetuall
context of the community partners play an importate in the success of any such programme. Taikdle
programmes keeping in mind the realities of the mommity that one is engaged with is, in most casdbe
key to success.

2. To collaborate with the student partners, it is am@nt to build in Community Based Research legsin
within the disciplinary / subject curriculums arfeetlarger vision and mission of the HEIs. Thistsggg is
well accepted in many developed nations to resotinestudent dividend for community developmentRCB
curriculum allows the student to understand theaoiq reality of the problems at hand and work with
possible solutions integrating disciplines.

3. ISR therefore need not only be carried out as ars¢p or extension activity but can be embedded and
incorporated in the education curriculum. This asngthing that is yet to be taken up as a practiomadst
Indian Universities. If the learning is incorpadtin education institutes, then once the studgraduate,
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they can carry this forward as part of an imbibatlure, ethic and consciousness. and then branchrau
create new associations for community engagement.

4. The Corporate Social Responsibility Act of the Miny of Corporate Affairs, Government of India (Sec
135 of the Companies Act, 2013) with its mandatearporate partnership and "corporate citizengipgs
to integrate corporate responsibility for enviromta¢ and community welfare and development. As pért
the expected 2% CSR mandate, funding partnershipeaestablished with the corporate community for a
comprehensive growth

5. At the institutional level, facilities can also loéfered for building up social capital. Use of tlierary
facilities, computer labs, under guidance of semtudents can all be looked at to benefit thos¢han
community who do not have access to such facilities

At the Governance level, both Central and Sta:

The need for improving the social index of a natiequires not just the local bodies but the insSttalization of
certain frameworks from the government, that wilstain the project long term. NSS was instituticssal nearly
five decades ago and though today it still workthwie student body to bring change through disecvice, the
need of the hour is research based, community gxatiip for inclusive sustainable development irnsefttors. To
realize the SDG targets, the government needs i@reyond ‘think tanks’ and create partnered frapré&ws that
flow naturally / organically between the nationgeada of achieving the SDGs and the local needsagpidations
as outlined by the community based research.

What we perhaps need is an organization that witlge the gap between the government frameworl vigtion
mission and goals, and the institutes of higheication, so that both work together in a cohesiveamaa and their
partnership is also ensured. This organization Ishoot be a mere administrative body which functiama clerical
manner, but should also possess a competent redeann that will analyse and assess and take idasion the
needs of the local communities as identified byitiséitutes.

Conclusion

The authors of this paper feel that when we talduatsocial capital, the community becomes importamd for
community to be defined, for the purpose of briggin community participants to engage in a commuh#sed
development programme the consideration is es#igntigographic. Yet, when we talk about community
development, the concept of space and geograplynectransient through the communicative partimpadf the
various partners in development. For example, endase of the community based research at the YamNagar
tenement, we can identify Yamuna Nagar as one gpbgral space and a community, while Viman Nagadedo
be looked as part of the larger space within whieimuna Nagar seeks partnership for equitable dpusiot;
therefore, the concept of community is a constasliifting and reconstituted space. Further, to takeexample
from the SSLA initiative, social capital from withthe SSLA community becomes the key to changenather
community space but not without participation frawithin the community partner that seeks developnaamdt
change. Therefore, when we speak of social capuglare aiming to build human capacity and bringuatsocial
development through an already existing pool ofagamapital. The social capital needs to move fritsndefined
confines of an institution into the larger commynib change the existing socio-cultural and pditispace.
Through this process there is a re-creation ofasampital within the larger geographical and comityuspace.
Social capital therefore changes habitus througimeg while through ISR, we bring in the governmagency,
formalize and institutionalize it. There is scome fhis because we have the social capital buttmetfinancial
capital. The financial capital comes from CSR whighlready institutionalized or from the governmen
According to the UGC Annual Report of 2009 — 20@@er 14 million students are enrolled in Univeestiand
colleges across India. Therefore, given the hugebaun of students that graduate each year from higthecation
institutions, the figure translates itself to thmaunt of social capital generated by the countghegar and is an
actual indication of the potential. The challendg@apulation, not only in terms of numbers, bubatkversity, may
prevent top down solutions working in India; howevas each region has its own share of institufelsigher
education, the potential of the student body tehezut to its immediate neighbourhood and bringualohange is
enormous as they understand the local conditiodsre®ds and can communicate in the local languzerehy
reaching out to the people in a non-invasive manner

One of the major challenges lie in bringing togettie various agencies for community building astraf them

exist and function in isolation and silos. If weable to link each of them properly, what we ainreach in the
next 15 years becomes easier. They Institutes wiilidirectional in their initiatives can over tarbe focused on
the same goals, but accepting and functioning olti4qmronged ideas. As a result, the institutes tredstudents can
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work on and focus on for different fields like hialeducation, gender etc., depending on their BisdPareas of
specialization. We suggest that the various intstib@l members present within the community whetbivate,

governmental or NGO, should all be linked througle toncept of a community where they exist and asot
isolated, hierarchical bodies but as partners et local and national development through tpenaa that is set
forth by the SDGs. Since the issues at hand sughowerty, sanitation, health, education, and empkayt are

interlinked and cannot really be understood indgoh of each other, the strategy required alsadsi@e be

multipronged and multi-partnered to resolve thera Bustainable manner.

In conclusion, the scope of partnering with the oamity through the mandate of ISR and CSR in int# of
higher education is tremendous and this can bettkesn forward if institutions work together as fiegir strengths
with an agency which will bridge the gap betweea tfovernment and institutes and foster a partneiséiween
the two to resolve the multi-pronged problems & dommunity and work towards achievement of the SING
order to transform India by 2030.
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