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Abstract: The history of human belief indicates: the pringtibelief of nature maintained the
harmonious coexistence between Man and Naturénéarsands of years, only after the Religious
Process and the Process of Science and Technatofgl] successively into mysticism and
nihilism as well as the present human belief cragisl further leads to the severe relationship
between man and nature. Therefore, we need an atiiosystem identified and accepted by all
peoples in the world. Natural belief, or simplystay, worshiping nature could be the independent
and universal ethics above any countries, religioegions and cultures that leads to sustainable
development. Its theoretical and practical issuesbso discussed.
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Introduction

he world is now experiencing social transition anpanying the development of the market economy.
However, some social problems turn up at the tina¢ the traditional value was broken up while tleevn
one has not yet established, among them the misitise to the public is the moral decline, inclglithe
social morality deficiency and individual demoralion etc. Most scholars attribute these issues to
modernity characterized with market economy, demicipolitics, science rationality, historical telegy
and cultural values oriented with modern progressioctriné”’Daniel Bell (2010) said that the fundamental issue
of modernity is the belief”! Belief is the attitude and self-consciousness ghlyitrust, warship, reverence, pursuit
toward something beyond reality, beyond oneself pasuing the top value with which to control oware’s
spiritual life, it is one’s pursuit of ultimate wa (Yuliang Wang, 2000} However, the profit-driven characteristics
of market economy inspired human born avarice, &wad kept constantly on the run to meeting his utdith
material demands. Therefore, it is hard for peoplénd the ultimate concern for the meaning ofithige. What'’s
more, due to the slavery of instrumental ratiogatif science and technology, the people, especihlyyoung
rarely realize their sense of subjective valuet dagprofessor Bolin Gai (2006) said, “The majsuis of belief right
now is not whether we need, but what we need tos#hoor it is the issue of how to choose one’'sbelnhder the
coexistence of multiple valuest Therefore, seek back the belief and constructingeati people’s belief system
become the imperative issue for present socigbgaally for the theory of ethics toward sustaieathbvelopment.

Toward the current crisis of environment, resoutared populations, the United Nations has made gttampt to
set off the worldwide movement characterized whig green, energy-saving and emission-reductiofoetihe past
30 years. However, in terms of the internal cotdliaf values, this movement remains “much cry attie laction”
with the passive, inactive external and technicay wf governance. Just as Zexiong He (2008) sttt is not
optimistic in the practice of Sustainable Developim8trategies, both developed countries and undpedl ones
seldom meet their commitments toward sustainableldpment® Therefore, the above problems could not be
resolved unless we humans rethink of and reortemtélationship between man and nature as thdiuhmeans are
part of nature and it is nature who brings thetliflhumans and yet provides continuous supplenterite living of
humans. Without nature, there will be no humansthatis why we call it Mother nature or Mother &dft At this
point of view, we humans have no reason to sepaatselves from nature, as the value of anthropgasem we
have been holding for the past decades, in steadught to respect and worship nature, as whatalv¢he natural
belief, identifying and accepting the fact thattaihgs including humans in the universe have timérnal values.
Comparing with other values, natural belief is botlique and universal. It surpasses the boundafiesligions,
countries, regions and cultures.
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The Value of Natural Belief Based Ethics

Belief is a kind of expressive form of spiritualshiand value purpose, which in fact a representanuenltural and
spiritual existing will and meaning (Junren Wanp2§"! Traditional cultures in oriental countries suchGhina,

India etc. could be the typical culture based otunah belief. It regards nature as not only a pmesal material
world but also a spiritual world with ultimate méaa of value, which composes a three-in-one natoedief and

spiritual system by the three original value of Idfreation, moral principle and harmony. Life ci@atdiscloses the
fact that nature gives and raises life and enddiathiags with the ability of free life creatiofl. Moral principle is

deduced from the moral of nature, a just, honest,&nd broad naturalist spirit based on kindhelmgss freely
keeping the order. On the base of the above twaegaharmony reflects a coherent symbiosis and sltyen unity

life order and spirit composed with poly basic, mtant characters of all existing things. Therefoagural belief
provides a universal axiom for human ethics.

The other theoretical value of Natural belief cobllthat it provides a broad idea framework of itlité game”.

According James Carse, all human activities casummed up in two games: one is “finite game”. tamls all

participants as an independent individual, andsfigame rules as well as the point of beginningemt| so as to
decide winning or losing at a limited time. Theatls “infinite game”. It is a natural process waith any beginning
and end. It emphasizes the relationship but no gy no competition between individuals, andiitalfgoal is not
to win or to lose, but the participants enjoying #tontinuous game and its warm atmospfikie. the past few
decades, the human has been playing finite garegards nature as their opposite and continuouglyi\de the

natural resources to meet endless material needmin temporal achievement, enjoying short-timppiaess etc.
and in the end leads to the current human existerisis. On the contrary, Natural belief considemian as an
integrated part of nature, seeking for harmonimexistence with nature, neither concerning who wing/ho lose,
the only concern is to keep the human living happith nature forever.

The current religions or folk beliefs in China, ladind Nepal etc. could be handed down from thealmatural
value belief system. At the base of worshiping rgttespecting nature, it regards nature as mpia@titl morality as
nature, and though religious and philosophical e process, finally seeking for the state ofnhamy between
man and nature. It is a process of mentally analgsid life experience. In the process of analysigflects a
philosophical feature and in the process of lif@arience it reveals religious feelings, two of whimutually
balances human spiritual life, and this makes #sfile to maintain the natural belief (Chun Sha003"® That
the harmony value undergone thousands of yearsoumtithny changing demonstrates itself as rationality
science, especially at current era of severe dosfgeen man and nature, esteeming the value ofenegflecting
further of its theoretical value of axiom and preait value of life guidance.

Characteristics of Natural Belief Based Ethics
Compared with traditional ethics, the natural Hddi@sed ethics has the following features:

(1) Different path on construction:

Some traditional ethics, for example in China,daléd a

“top-down” path constructing social normative ethidocusing on providing theoretical support forimning
social order, while neglecting individual value dpelief, the base stone of virtue ethics at whioh mormative
ethics established It tried to promote individual virtue through theaw of social education. The reality
demonstrates that this kind of social normativécstfunctions only in the era of power dominatiamjle in the era
of advocating democracy, freedom, human right ardividual value, the traditional ethics is surefad in its
functions. Therefore, at present situation of maralis, it's indeed necessary to reconstruct sthica “down-top”
path to set up a new ethics that conform the iddiai value and social value by strengthening nkhehef and
then establish normative ethics in a broader peta@e e.g. the relationship between man and nasoeas to
realize its theoretical support and behavior guigdiinctions.

(2) Different range of study

Traditional ethics separate human from nature liamtlitself with

in the range of human society, as what we caltth@pocentrism, only talking about the interpeedaelationship.
That's why current ethics could not deal with tegere relation between man and nature. Naturad¢fdedised ethics
put itself in a broader framework talking about thkations between man and nature, making it ptessibconcord
the values of individual, society and the natuteregards human as part of nature with fate andhdixeked
together. Thus, it breaks though the limitationratlitional ethics, and enlarges its study fronefipersonal relations
to that with the society and nature. Further, isphuman ethics into the ethics of relation betweam and nature.
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Therefore, Natural belief based ethics providedtétcal basis for resolving the severe environmeptoblems,
See Figure 1.
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Figure 1 Ethic Relations Based on Natural Belief

(3) Different goals to reach.

Traditional ethics’ narrow perspective also limitéd goals within interpersonal harmony and unaldegive

guidance and regulations to those beyond humansat’\Wore, according to James’ finite game, theitiahl so

called harmony is only a temporary harmony in tlgtohical range. It would be ended with the certsatiety

disappeared. However, the natural belief basedstiuinsiders human life as an infinite game, nonmégg and no
ending, and yet each layer of human life from ifdiinal to family, to society and till the nature affen and linked,
(in a finite game each layer is closed). Therefties infinite game aims to gain long-term and f@eharmony,
even if there’s some disharmony, it can recovelfitsy changing the game rules, for both human reetdre share
the same goal.

(4) Different function mechanism.

Traditional ethics mainly functions by means ofegral normative ethics and related laws, espectedigitional
ethics in some old oriental countries such as ChiNmth Korea etc. depends on the one-way educatiae
officially made macroscopic normative ethics theotyd this external mechanism only functions in som
bureaucratic society, while it will lose its furmmi in present people oriented society. Naturalebddased ethics
constructs itself on the microscopic perspectivawhan nature, and starting from individual betiafl needs such
as selfishness or selflessness exploring the saegtmong individuals, society and nature. Itsressés to arouse
one’s internal motive to realize self-adjusted rhdihavior. And further, due to this mechanism acad with
individual value, there will be no cognitive cordietion and conflicting emotions generated by meaiexternal
power,

The value of natural belief based ethics provides possible path toward sustainable developméstlyf-natural
belief has a history of thousands of years andddhy it still functions as a spiritual life suppto the majority of
people, although different minorities has differdatms of beliefs and even with different doctringsch as
Hinduism, Buddhism, Daoism and Muslim etc. Natuvaelief is the widely accepted value for most ornt
countries. And this could be the strong practicai® for constructing the ethics on natural belefcondly, Natural
belief regards nature as livelihood depends, ard¢lerence for nature, thanksgiving nature andndb nature,
emphasizing the duty and responsibility toward rgtwhich is in agreement to Jonas Hans’ term @sponsibility
command”™ What's more, as for the behavior itself, naturaliéf is well in accordance withield theoryby the
German psychologist Lewin Kurt (1890-1947) that lannbehavior is the product of interaction betweamén
needs and the environméht.And this environment includes both mental and jysand natural environment.
While natural belief emphasizes that human ougladapt his living environment, and pursue for thenfonious
coexistence between man and nature.

5. Application Mechanism of Natural belief BasethiEs
As stated above, the natural belief based ethicsisEs on individual internal function mechanismekagg
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motivation from belief and human nature. Accordiaghdam Smith, the founder of market economy, humatore
has both selfish and selfless siff¥sSelfishness consist of benefit oneself, one’s hoome’s group and one'’s
country while selflessness includes benefit otheteer home, other group, other country and natérel this
human nature analysis could be the logical startiomt of Smith’s market ethics. Therefore, all larmmoral
activities could be adjusted between selfishnedssalflessness, See Figure 2.

Another creation by Smith is the term he coinetimpartial spectator”. Due to the implicit featusé human moral
mental activity, Smith used trans-positional coesition methodology by introducing “impartial spgor” as the
third “person” in one’s mental actiof®According to Smith, the “impartial spectator” starfdr conscience, justice
and fairness, which is supported by one’s moraebahd enriched with moral knowledge and expegefirc Figure
2 the slant line from the cross point of the shHisss dimension and selflessness dimension stanttsef“‘impartial
spectator”). When one faces some moral contradiaiochoices that could not deal with by the obsiethic rules,
the “impartial spectator” will turn up as the judigemake the just decision.
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Figure 2. The M echanism of M oral Regulation

Figure 2 also described human moral career whidivided into four quadrants, we called respecyivad the
stage of germination, the stage of alienationsthge of growth and the stage of maturation. Quédras the
stage of germination, the moral life beginning pemwith low selfishness and low selflessness, irctvone’s
belief and moral experience has just germinated thachuman nature of both selfishness and selflessne
mutually develop. Examples can be found in theaniriyoung generation. With the growth of the indbal, his
knowledge and life experience becomes broader anidhief will be established, and then enter ithte stage of
alienation in Quadrant 2. Due to the impact of readconomic environment, the selfishness dimengiows faster
than that of selflessness, and then the humanengradually lose its balance, and even in someicesituation
might also break its moral bottom line. As statbd\ee, the “spectator” requires belief to suppod &nowledge
and experience to enrich. If there’s no belief, spectator could do nothing to the moral imbalaeven if one has
rich knowledge an experience. This might be the& reason of the current belief crisis. Further mdréhere’s no
natural belief, the spectator could either do mahio the relation crisis between man and natuosvever, if one
has firm belief as well as rich moral experience,nhay easily step to the growth stage in Quadranitt3 high
selfishness and high selflessness, in which onesalievel goes up in accordance with his caregravement.
The white collar class in current society couldsueh examples. When one feels self actualized eadhes a
certain higher career, he will naturally transitthe maturation stage in Quadrant 4, which chariaet with high
selflessness and low selfishness, or more dedicatial less demands. This could be the state ahadordaslow
(1908-1970) depicted “the self-actualized man” whkalized peak experience from the career achieveiuah
meantime spouted altruism feeding back the othedsttae societ{®

What to mention is that the above moral careergs®as well as its stages is only considered agetheral process
of moral development as well as its objective b@raut doesn't mean to include all, especially somoral
behavior in some urgent situation, for instanceindi rescue could be instinctive behavior rathantbbjective one.
However, one thing is certain whether objective avédr or instinctive behavior both related to one®ral
cultivation, or to say related to the maturationhafspectatorin one’s mind.

Above all, Natural belief ethics could be a feasiphth toward sustainable development. One ofehsibility is
that natural belief is the born instinct of humahspuld be awakening with the aid of enough deawel play its due
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role, including dealing with the current beliefsisi as well as the crisis between man and natime.s€cond is its
well-known value of axiom: nature gives birth anihgs up humans and humans ought to respect anithdel

nature, or else, the humans endlessly exploit @stray nature, at a result of mutually destroyiagheother. The
third is natural belief based ethics regard humativity as an infinite game, focusing on maintamirather than
winning or losing, looking to the future rather tharesent, and this is just the fundamental reésoour present
ethics innovation: ending the two decades’ finitangs so as for the human to step out of the dilermade by
modernity and towards the harmonious coexistenth mature. The last reflects that it constituteghat logic

starting point of Adam Smith’s human nature angbdéssible to answer and deal with the issues gestefabm

market economy and society.
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