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Abstract: The concept of Food Security is multi-dimensionahod security exists when all when
all people at all times have physical and econoaticess to sufficient and nutritious food that
meets their dietary needs and food preferencerfaactive and healthy life. Ensuring food and
nutrition security is a challenge for India giveés huge population and high level of poverty and
malnutrition.
This paper examines performance, issues, challeagéspolicies in food security in terms of
availability, accessibility and affordability. Inapticular the paper addresses the following
questions:

(1) What is the advancement in supply side of fasdfar as accessibility at national

level?

(2) What are the policies that India is followimag has followed in achieving food

security?

(3) What ought to be done to acknowledge food rsigdior all citizens of India?

This study adopted descriptive methodology to destrate the term food security and its scenario
in India. It relied on upon auxiliary informationoim books, references, and in writing in subject
to analyzing the data submitted by FCI and FoodufigcPortal and Food and agriculture
Organization. The present paper attempts to analgmee issues related to food security in India
and suggest some ways to achieve food and nusltsecurity in India for overall growth of an
individual and sound and sustainable developmehtdian economy.

Food is considered among basic amenities essefatiathe sustenance and growth of an
individual. It has three dimensions apd availability- total food production including imports
and buffer stocks maintained in government grasalilee FCI. (b) Food accessibility-food
should be made available or should be in reachach end every person ([9od affordability-

an individual should have enough amount of moneyptiochase proper, safe, healthy and
nutritious food to meet his dietary needs. In #heently released Global Hunger Index, 2014 India
ranked 58 out of 120 countries and this report is quiteutising since India is one of the largest
producers of food grains in the world. Still Indecks in fulfilling the basic amenities of its
people. India is home of 25 per cent of hungry paan. It has been well established that India
has become self-sufficient in food availability. ide India can take pride in being able to fulfill
the present demand with indigenous production. tBatfact is that there are millions of people
below poverty line who are unable to get squarelsnpar day and according to recent data
approximately 320 million people in India go to bedhout food and the data is very alarming
and situation is going even worse. The crux of dfedfood problem pertains not so much on
increasing food availability but with the distrilbat of food. There are various challenges which
India faces in attaining food security. Naturalaraities like excessive rain fall, accessibility of
water for irrigation purpose, drought, soil erosiondulating topography and various soil types
such as degraded soil, infertile soil, acidic & aitke soil, non-improvement in agriculture
facilities, growth in population, lack of educatiand job opportunities have further added to the
problems. Another challenge which India faces itaiaing food security is dependence on
monsoon as well as labor on daily wages basis wigicts to be variable on different times thus
food procurement and access is fluctuating. Therme of the family governs the access to food
affordability and inflation acts as fuel in fire DB (Public Distribution is not satisfactorily
functioning hampering distribution of food at lowiqes.
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Thus there is a need to shift from the currentficieht, expensive, perennial and corruption

ridden institutional arrangements to those that gilarantee cheap delivery and distribution of
requisite qualities of food grains in a transparernner. To curb existing problems of food

security the government has implemented variougrpros. In the backdrop the government of
India enacted new Act i.e. the National Food Séguct, 2013 which aims to provide subsidized

food to approximately two thirds of India’s 1.2llwh people. The bill is considered as the biggest
ever experiment in the world for distributing higtsubsidized food for any government through a
“right based approach”. The proposed bill aimsrwvjae legal right over subsidized food grain to

around 67 per cent of the population. Despite digaatages the bill has been severely criticized
since it will use extremely “leaky” PDS to distriieufood grains. The cost of food grains is rising
globally then how would the government be able tovige subsidized food to 70 per cent of

Indian population in the situation of inappropriatienate conditions? In nutshell, despite ensuring
ample availability of food, existence of food ingsgty at the micro-level in the country has

remained a formidable challenge for India.

Keywords: Food security; Food Corporation of India (FCI);diez malnutrition; Public
Distribution System (PDS).
Introduction

“There are people in the world so hungry, that Gednnot appear to them except in the form of bread.”

— Mahatma Gandhi

basic human rights which is closely linked to Rightife under Article 21 of the Constitution of India, 1950.

The denial of one right inevitably influences tight of other, but also the inherent relationshéiween rule
of law and protection of all human rights, incluglithe right to food. Ensuring food security sholld an
extraordinary significance for a nation like Indiaving 21.8 per cent people living below poverty line and abou
one-half of all children are malnourished.

Food fuels life. Life is precious. Food securityagundamental human right. The right to food is of¢he

“Food security” includes both physical as well asrmic access to food. The term accessibility rerieides both
availability and affordability. The World Food Suritraf 1996 defined food security as existing “whahpeople at
all times have access to sufficient, safe, nutritifood to maintain a healthy and active Iterhe WHO depicts
food security consists of three dimension viz. Haavailability”, “food access” and “food use”. Rerkably, The
food and Agriculture Organisation of the United iNas (FAO) added a fourth dimension i.e. “the digbof the

first three dimensions of food security over tithé’hus food security is multidimensional concept.

Accomplishing food security in India is a matter mfimary importance where one third of its popuatiis

estimated to be absolutely poor and over half lo€kildren are malnourished. Few critical issuegehbeen raised
in the context of food security in India. These @fehe liberalisation of economy in the 1990s dtsdimpact on
agriculture and food security (ii) the establishimehWTO and agreement on agriculture (iii) climateange (iv)
the prevalence of hunger and poverty coexistindy wigh level of food stock (v) ‘Right to food’ camign for

improving food insecurity in the country (vi) inttoction of targeted public distribution system )ittie National
Food Security Bill. These important challenges haesed severe challenges for food security in India

! Article 21 , Constitution of India, Protection offé and Personal liberty — No person shall be depriof his life

or personal liberty except according to procedstatdished by law, Universal Publication Press.

2 www.business-standard.com/article/economy-poliegd11-12-only-21-9-of-indians-were-below-poveritye-
113072300629_1 accessed on 24.09.2015.

® Food and Agriculture Organisation (November 1998dme declaration on Food Security and World Food
Summit Plan of Action.

* FAO 2009 Declaration of the World Food Summit on Food siégu (PDF). Rome: Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the United Nations.

°Anil Chandy lttyerah, Food Security in India: issues and suggestions éffectiveness retrieved from
www.iipa.org.in/upload/Food%20Security%20Theme%2aP£013.(pdf)
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This paper examines performance, issues, challeagdspolicies under food security in terms of alalty,
accessibility and affordability.

Objectives of the study:

Precisely the paper addresses the following quresti
(1) What is the advancement in supply side of fapdiar as accessibility at national level?
(2) What are the policies that India is followiag has followed in achieving food security?
(3) What ought to be done to acknowledge food rsigdior all citizens of India?

This study adopted descriptive methodology to destrate the term food security and its scenariadid. It relied
on upon auxiliary information from books, referesicand in writing in subject to analysing the dstdmitted by
Food Corporation of India and Food Security Poated Food and Agriculture Organisation. The prepaper tries
to analyse some challenges related to food securitphdia and propose some methods to achieve foudl
nutritional security in India for overall growth afh individual and sound and sustainable developmiimdian
economy.

Concept and Evolution of food security

Food security as a concept has continuously deedloper the last few decades to reflect changeffitial policy
thinking. Concern with food security can be dravathto the world food crisis of 1972-74 and at 19¢4 World
Food Conference, Rome the first clear acknowledgemas made that this issue concerned the whateaokind:
“Every man, woman and childhas the inalienable right to be free from hunger mwalnutrition in order to develop
fully and maintain their physical and mental fa@gt(...). Accordingly the eradication of hunger & tcommon
objective of the all countries of the internatiomaimmunity, especially the developed countries athers in a
position to help®.

In 1983, FAO analysis focused on food accessibifitymarily to a definition based on the equilibrilbetween the
demand and supply side of food security. In 1986, Highly influential World Bank report on Povedgd Hunger
(World Bank, 1986) focused on temporal dynamicoofl insecurity. This was complemented by Sen’sofjef
Famine[] which highlighted the consequence of personaitsigon food access i.e. production, labour, tratk a
transfer based resources. The widely accepted Wéibdd Summit (1996) definition reinforces the
multidimensional concept food security and incluftexl access, availability, food use and stabi@yrrently over
40 countries have the right to food enshrined @irtbhonstitution and FAO estimates that the rightaod could be
judicial in some 54 countri@s

The concept of Food security is centred arounddum-concepts; food availability and food title. Thhemer refers
to supply of food available at various levels iaeal, national or international. The latter refemghe capability of
an individual or household to obtain fdo@he main prerequisites or dimensions of food scare as follows:

Food availability: The physical availability of food refers to adetguguantities of food, supplied through native
production or imports. It refers to the ‘supplyeidf food security.

Food Accessibility:lt refers to access by individual to adequate resemu(entitlements) for acquiring appropriate
food for a nutritious and balance diet.

Food Utilisation/use:Utilisation in general understood as the way thdybmakes the most of various nutrients in
the food through balance diet, clean water, hygisaeritation and heath care.

Stability: To be food secure, an individual, household or patfan must have access to adequate food at astim

® United Nations,197%Report of World Food Conferend®ome 5- 16 November, 1974. New York.

" The causes of Famine : A refutation of professorsSeheory

8 Codrin PO, The Global Food Poligaccessed on 1.10.2015), retrieved from
https://gcardblog.wordpress.com/2012/10/29/the-gldbod-policy/

° Padmini Prasad and Avani Pratap ,ArticleRood security in India: key issues and strategBifiar Economic
Journal, Volume 3, Number 1, August 2014,ISSN :(B823F0

10 Sliverster Hwenha, Tshikululu Social Investemefitise South African Food Security Paradostrieved from
http://www.firstrand.co.za/csi/Research/The%20SthabAfrican%20food%20security%20paradox%20-
%20lessons%20and%20opportunities%20for%20CSI. pdf
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Food Security in India

During the last few decades the total food productin India has increased at a much faster pace tha
population. The Green Revolution started in the [E267-68 was a noteworthy watershed resultincghenpmenal
increase in the production of agricultural cropgeesally in food grains that has changed the faasxligty situation
in India. Wheat crop among the food grains drewimar benefit from Green Revolution which triplec ttvheat
production over the next three or four decades ewltile production of cereals doubled in this pera
consequently reduced by over 50 per cent both iiuseturity and poverty in the countfyin India, food security is
embodied under Directive principle of State Poliby?SP) as exemplified in the Constitution of Indi@50. Article
47" states, “The state shall regard the raising ofakel of nutrition and the standard of living & people and the
improvement of public health as among its primauties and, in particular, the state shall endeatmbring about
prohibition of the consumption except for medicatgoses of intoxicating drinks and of drugs whick mjurious
to health”.

According to some studies the per capita energplgupas increased significantly, having norms od@4cal for

rural and 2100Kcal for urban areas, about 58 nnilpeople have come out of the vicious circle ofgrox Despite
India’s journey to ensure Food security, it islstila pathetic state. India food security statiigsatsion remains to
rank as “alarming” according to the InternationabB Policy Research Institute’s Global Hunger Inded43. It

ranks 55 of the 120 countries in the world. Duéflation the cost of food item is increasing dayday, leading to
hardship by making them unaffordable for povergutnatized people in India. In addition to thesedbhips the
short supply of pulses and edible oils forces theegnment to import them. In addition, crop divBesition, land
fragmentation, climate change, lack of irrigatiofetilities has added up to the woes of the produddoreover,
food availability and agricultural growth needs riwogh examination as it is the key to food secumtpother
aspect is the food distribution through Public Bisttion System (PDS), accounting for a significguart of
government subsidies. The Government and its jgsliplay a major role in ensuring Food security.sEhgolicies
contain employment generation schemes, social gifoteprogrammes, vocational training programmestidwal

Security Bill, etc. Role of other intermediariekdi NGOs, civil societies, private sector and indional

organisation has let to effectiveness in Food sgcprogrammé’.

1. Food Availability in India

Availability refers to physical availability of fabstock at desired quantities. In other words iange'sufficient’.
Food production is the basis of food security.dih de alleged that the increased availability ofifes an essential
condition for achieving food security in India. Ebavailability relates to the supply of food thrbugroduction,
distribution, carryover stocks and imports. The atilability of food production is estimated byckiding exports
and including imports. India’s self- sufficiency faod grain has been a major achievement in Podedendence
period. The green revolution piloted in a dramatid steady increase in domestic food grain produgactically
eliminating the need of food import, except to ayM@amited extend in times of extreme calamitieseonergencies
like famine, drought and serious crop faiflireAs per from the latest information from Direcite of Economics
and Statistics, there has been a significant ghithe food production from 50 million tonnes in51851 to 264
million tonnes in 2013-14. The average growth wftéood grain production from 1950 to 2014 is 265 pent per
annum.

Food security directly depends upon the total petida of food grains, net availability of food gngiand per capita
net availability of food grains including the prioéit.

" puja mondal 8 Major Economical Impact of Green Revolution imdia, retrieved from

http://www.yourarticlelibrary.com/green-revoluti@major-economical-impact-of-green-revolution-in-
india/20952/

2 The constitution of India, 1950, Article 47, Unisal publications (2015)

13 International Food Policy Research Institute (IBPR/elthungerhilfe (WHH); Concern Worldwide, 2012014
Global Hunger Index Data", retrieved from http:/bi.org/10.7910/DVN/27557, Harvard Dataverse, V1

14 Supra foot note number 8

15 Anil Chandy lttyerah,Food Security in India: issues and suggestions dffectiveness retrieved from
www.iipa.org.in/upload/Food%20Security%20Theme%2@P£013.(pdf)
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India’s food grain production (in Million tons)

263.2

200
150
100

50.83

1950-51 54-55 58-59 62-63 66-67 70-71 74-75 78-79 82-83 86-87 90-91 94-95 98-00 02-03 06-07 13-14

®source:Economic survey 2013-14

It is clear from the table that India has maintdimesatisfactory level of food production. But #ive table shows
variation in the production of food grains. It isry clear that production is variable and this adaility leads to
variability in per capita availability of food gre'’. The per capita availability of food grains staids510.8 grams
per day in 2013 compared to 450.3 grams per d&Pi#*®. The per capita net availability of food grains foe
years 2009 to 2013 are given below:

Year Food grains( grams per day)
2009 444.0
2010 437.1
2011 453.6
2012 450.3
2013 510.8

The above tables show the variations over timeeinfood grain production, net availability of fogdains and per
capita availability of food grains. It is very ctehat the production is variable which leads tefuation in hunger.
The per capita availability of food grains in Inchas declined significantly. Variation in net aesility of per
capita food grains is due to fluctuation in foodguction on account of change in climate conditiarswth in
population, crop diversification etc.

Government of India has taken several steps teeaser the food grain production. These includesmsekdike
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojna (RKVY), National Hoctilture Mission(NHM), Integrated Schemes of Oilsged
Pulses, Oil palm and Maize (ISOPOM). The latestléngitiative is enforcement of National Food SetguAct,
2013 which ensures food availability and accessjtib 2/3% population of poor through PDS.

16 Team firstbiz From 1947 to 2014: How the Indian economy hasnged since independerfcaccessed on
1.09.2015) retrieved from http://www.firstpost.cdmsiness/data-business/from-1947-to-2014-how-tHigin
economy-has-changed-since-independence-1983853.html

7 Birendra kumar jha & Pradeep kumar tripathood security in India: A Challenging IssuBihar Economic
Journal, Volume 3, Number 1, August 2014,ISSN :(B23F0

18 Kumud shukla, krishi jagrarPer capita food grain availability fluctuating itndia(1.09.2015) retrieved from
http://www.krishijagran.com/General-News/2014/12/Bapita-foodgrain-availability-fluctuating-in-Inali
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Food Accessibility in India

In the words of Amartya Sen, the Indian philosopleeonomist and Nobel laureate, “What really matteith the
food is not the overall supply but, individual ass&” Food access refers to the affordability in terofs
individual's capability to purchase food and to itakzility of food through safety nets of distribati. Food security
requires the poor to have adequate purchasing pd&wed- based interventions such as Public DigiobuSystem
(PDS), Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICR8Y Mid-day Meal Scheme (MDM) were introduced by th
Government of India to meet the basic needs ofrtbst vulnerable section of the country.

» Targeted Public Distribution System
In order to ensure minimum availability of food m® to the vulnerable section of the country, the
government launched this scheme in 1997, understitieme, under this scheme, a quantity of 72 lakhs
tonnes of food grains were availed at the rateDdtd.per family per month.

* Midday Meal Scheme
Introduced in the schools, for enhancing enrolnteténtion and attendance for further enhanced the
nutrition improvement among students since 1995.

* Antyodaya Ann Yojana
This contemplates identification of poorest of go®r people and foodgrains at the rate of Rs. Xkger

All these schemes are implemented by the governrmenéupplying food grains at subsidized rate te goor
households, ensuring accessibility and vulnergbilit addition to these schemes the governmentldasched
several schemes such as National Food for Work rBnoge(NFWP), National Rural Employment
Programme(NREP), Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar Yojna{$@Rd Legal initiative like Right to food under
National Food Security Act,2013 to ensure accedsilif food.

National Food Security Act, 2013: A Landmark

The National food security act aims at assured @mim and social access to adequate food, for afiopein the
country, at all times is a set of core entitlemenithin a universal right to food and nutrition prded to be enjoyed
and progressively expanded until universal accesadequate nutrition is achiev@dlt follows a life cycle of
human being from pregnancy to old age. Under tohgigion of the bill the beneficiaries are ableptarchase 5 kg.
per eligible person per month of cereals i.e. Fse 3 per kg, wheat Rs. 2 per kg and coarse gRsnd per kg.
salient feature of this act are as follows:

» 75% Rural population and 50% of the urban poputatie entitled for three years from enactment kg 5
food grains per month at Rs.3, Rs. 2 and Rs. 1pef kice, wheat and coarse grain respectively.

* The states are responsible for determining eligybil

* Pregnant women and lactating mothers are entitledrtutritious “ take home ration” of 600 caloraesd a
maternity benefit of at least Rs. 6000 for six nisnt

» Children 6 months to 14 years old age are to reckeee hot meals.

e The Act promotes women empowerment.

» The central government will provide funds to siatease of short supplies of food grains.

* The current food grain allocation of the stated Wwé protected by central government for at least s
months.

* The state government will provide a food securltgveance to the beneficiaries in case of non-sumgbly

food grains.

The public distribution system is to be reformed.

19 Kalpana Beesabathurindia Country Head, Sight and Life, India: What kéas Is Access to Food and Nutrition
retrieved from
http://www.sightandlife.org/fileadmin/data/Magazi2@13/27_2_2013/Commentary_India_what_matters_csessc
_to_food_and_nutrition.pdf

% vVijay vir singh, National food security Act: A step towards foodusig in India?, Bihar Economic Journal,
Volume 3, Number 1, August 2014,ISSN : 22308970
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* The eldest woman is in the household, 18 yeardovais the head of the household for the issuahce
the ration card.

» There will be state and district level redress na@&dm and;

» State Food Commissions will be formed for impleraéinh and monitoring of the provisions of the Act.

Appraisal of the Bill: The Indian Ministry of Agriculture’s commission dgriculture cost and Prices has referred
to the Bill as the “biggest ever experiment in Werld for distributing highly subsidized food byyagovernment
through a right based approach”. The bill extendgetage of the Targeted Public Distribution Systémdija’s
principal domestic food aid program to two-thirdstlee population. The stated expenditure of Rs0,0@0 crore
annually in the NFSB is the tip of the iceberg. Thgsting food security complex of procurementcking and
distribution —which NFSB perpetuates- would inceetiee operational expenditure of the scheme gitgeareaking
infrastructure, leakages and inefficient governrflent

Criticism of the NFSA

« In this Bill it is implied, that that the Agricultist assumes that the government is only the |adgager,
distributor and seller of all kinds of food graiaad cereals. In this type of situation it will digtthe
market mechanism, and would lead to reduction énatisiness and bargaining power of the Agricultsiris

* The bill does not impose any restriction on impartsl exports of food grains.

» The Bill does not specify the time limit for thedwdating achievements.

* No provision has been made relating to Noon Mid-ai@gals and Self-help Groups in particular.

Food Utilization in India

Food utilisation refers to consumption of food e thousehold in the proper manner and individualbgity to
absorb nutrients. Food utilisation by householdsede upon

(1) the facilities they have for food storage gmdcessing

(I) Their insight and practiced in relation toofib preparations.

(1) How food is shared inside the family.

(IV) the condition of strength of every person whimay be impeded by ailment, poor cleanliness, nvagmitation,
absence of access to wellbeing offices and mediséraices.

This is the column that guarantees the wholesomdtseof each person in the family unit are sudinti In India as
many as 46 per cent of children are malnourisheeln after three decades of implementation of hattegl Child
Development Scheme(ICDS). Every second women ifaliglanaemic (55.3%) and every third woman is unde
nourished having low body mass index (35.6%) duaftation®2

By analysing the above criteria it seems that aghiefood security is a far cry for India, even tigh India is self -
sufficient in growing food grains.

Challenges of Food Security

The challenges India faces to meet its food secari as follows:
e Climate change
Climate change is expected to affect agricultuaaldl use and production due to less availabilityafer for
irrigation and other factors. There is climate dem India due to rising temperature and extrerenis on
the food production systems which impacts agricaltgrowth adversely. Various reports indicate ttiahate
change would result in further intensification efriporal and spatial variation in the availabilifywater and
extreme events of flood and drought. There is angtreed to address changes in institution andureso
accessibility to tackle the climate induced natiiatards.
»  Crop Diversification
In recent years there has been great emphasisiofiligral scientist on implementation of crop disification.
The, price of food grains like rice and wheat aseencouraging and farmers ended up with very |dwrne By
concentrating on other crops the farmers were eaged to earn higher profits. The creation of deaedised

2 Nitesh DhawanSocial Work for UGC-NEMcgraw Hill Education (India) Private limited.
% India Food Security Conundrum- National council of applied economic Researetrigved from
nfsm.gov.in/.../2%20India%20food%20security%20carum.docx ( last accessed on 2.10.15)
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food grain bank in each block or district would leieathe villagers to get subsidized food. This eptowill
improve the delivery of food grains and reduce wotior?>,

» Mismatch between water demand and availability

There is a vast temporal and spatial variatiorainfall and water availability in the country. Maty of water

is available during monsoon period and that toopubh few spell of intense rainfall. The averagafed in
India is 1170mm . The demand for water for variqusposes is increasing due to population growth,
industrialisation and urbanization. Presently agtice sector is using about 83% of water resouteagssdue to
demand from other sector availability may decline68% in 2050. Hence, mismatch between demand and
supply of wate?”.

» Land fragmentation

Fragmentation of land is widespread in India and believed that fragmented nature of land holgifeys a
major role in explaining low levels of agricultunatoductivity. Increasing population has led touetibn in
availability of land over the decades. There hamnhiecrease in putting agriculture land into noniadture
uses to accommodate developmental activities lgattiland fragmentation and low productivity. THere
there is a need for shift in land use and croppattern.

e Quality seeds and Planting material

The challenge confronting the seed sector is toenaailable quality seeds having good genetic piatiest an
affordable price and across the country to the éasmo enable them harvest maximum yield in themyiagro-
climatic conditions.

e Agricultural Marketing

Another critical and crucial challenge is supplhaichmanagement in agricultural marketing in Indiarmer’s
access to market is hampered by poor roads, exeesgjulation and poor market infrastructure. Hesteps
must be taken for the betterment of agriculturalrketing by allowing private sector and Foreign Bfre
Investment to improve the marketing and agricultpraduce in India.

* Globalisation

Though globalisation positively bought various ofpes like technology development, transport, fast
communication and higher growth in service sectirthe same time it has also resulted in challenge.
Globalisation has certainly intensified interdepemce and competition between economies in the woaldket
creating worse condition for domestic framers anodpcers. The impact of globalisation culminatedhia
establishment of special economic zones(SEZs) whlsb led to widening the gap between rich and poor
section.

Conclusion

In its brief introduction this paper highlights thédely accepted definition of food security. Thencept of Food
security is centred around two sub-concepts; foadlability and food title. The former refers topgly of food
available at various levels i.e. local, nationalirdernational. The latter refers to the capabitifyan individual or
household to obtain foddThus the performance, challenges and policiesoad fsecurity in India have been
examined in terms of availability, accessibilitydautilization. It must be noted that all the thteems are inter-
related. Availability and access to food can inseethe nutrition level among households. It is sbah there has
been a significant decline in the level of hungerag poor’s; there has also been a significant tmgeof the
households below poverty liffe Access to food can be increased through employmiea to growth in labour
intensive sector. The problem of malnutrition isamorder than that of access of food. The crukdfa’s food
problem pertains not so much on increasing foodlabifity but with the distribution of food. Therare various
challenges which India faces in attaining food siéguNatural calamities like excessive rain fakcessibility of
water for irrigation purpose, drought, soil erosiondulating topography and various soil types sastdegraded

% R Prakash Upadhyay and C Palani@hallenges in Achieving Food Security in Indi@nian journal on Public
Health retrieved from http://www.ncbi.nim.nih.gowip/articles/PMC3481742/

#p.s. Brahmanand, A. Kumar, S. Ghosh, S. Roy Chawg R. B. Singandhupe, R. Singh,

P. Nanda, H. Chakraborthy, S. K. Srivastava an&MBeheraChallenges to food security in Indratrieved from
http://www.currentscience.ac.in/Volumes/104/07/084dL

% padmini Prasad and Avani Pratap ,ArticleRnod security in India: key issues and strategBidiar Economic
Journal, Volume 3, Number 1, August 2014,ISSN :(B23F0

*® Anil Chandy IttyerahFood Security in India: issues and suggestioneffectivenesgetrieved from
www.iipa.org.in/upload/Food%20Security%20Theme%2@P£013.(pdf)
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soil, infertile soil, acidic & alkaline soil, nomAprovement in agriculture facilities, growth in pdgtion, lack of
education and job opportunities have further addetie problems. Another challenge which India &iceattaining
food security is dependence on monsoon as welllasul on daily wages basis which tends to be viariah

different times thus food procurement and accefladtuating. The income of the family governs #ezess to food
affordability and inflation acts as fuel in fireDB (Public Distribution is not satisfactorily fuimming hampering
distribution of food at low prices.

The constraints in ensuring food security and radubunger are due to inappropriate policy. Theegoment of
India has enacted various programmes such as PDidicibution System including Antyodaya Ann Yojana
nutrition programmes like Midday meals, ICDS, atcimprove food and nutrition security. National poyment
Generation Schemes and Self-employment programmeatsd increase access to food and nutrition. Under
National Food Security Law, government wants tovjgte subsidized food to the vulnerable sectionanfrtry. It is
being considered as the biggest experiment in tmdw

India has many policies and programmes. Howeved fosecurity and malnutrition continues to be highe
problem is with both design and implementation ke programme. The focus of reforms can now be eshitd
more efficient delivery systems of public servickshas been recognised that better governancedessary for
effective functioning of food based programmes.i@amobilisation, community participation and detatisation
based approach are necessary in this context. pppte institution are needed for better implemeotaof this
policies. In nutshell, despite ensuring ample amlity of food, existence of food insecurity attmicro-level in
the country has remained a formidable challengénfdia.
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