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Abstract: In recent years tourism has been extremely impbrfahis issue is seen as a major thrust for the
development of industry and economic - social ghowt

Iran is one of the ten countries with historicdtattions and one of the five countries with thghleist climatic and
biological diversity. It has potential in many fiksl particularly Ecotourism (Nature Tourism) in therld.

Ecotourism is the travel in nature and intendedetjoy that occurs the goals of sustainable devedopm
Ecotourism Study is necessary of the different giewscientific and professional, social - culturghysical,
economic and environmental.

Main aim of this paper is to achieve the appropriaitodel for ecotourism in natural areas along tretagnable
tourism management. In line with is mentioned thigective: initially defined, the history, signifiace and role
tourism and particular ecotourism in world. Thendiscussed to identify principles and criteria fustainable
tourism development, ecotourism projects and coraptinforming the terms tourism planning. Finallyeoéd

practical suggestions for Management resorts tgidening the principles of environmental managena¢ong the
principles of tourism management. Research pap¢nad is analytical and based on practical planphogess and
environmental design.
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I ntroduction

ourism has long been common, either within or betwaations and it has grown with the gradual
development of its infrastructure, and has ledreater economic prosperity of human communitieshis
regard, because of political, economic, social amdronmental importance of tourism, it has beeid pdot
of attention in many countries and it is considesiedhe most important source of incoméook at global statistics
and the role of tourism in the world and its mag@onomic role makes us more aware of the importafidhe
industry.

Iran is one of top ten countries with historicatrattions and one of the top five countries witle thighest
biodiversity in the world's climate and enjoys & ¢ potentials in tourism industry. Considering thle natural
potentials, and demographic, cultural, geograplibalracteristics for the development of tourisniram, tourism
can be considered the base of social developmehtaonomic growth. However, due to the fact thatidzdly
tourism can change the environment, more studeesi@eded to investigate the methods of developilsgridustry
in a way that it does not hurt the environmentnétgled schemes with respect to environmental desigeria
along with assessing the environmental impact ofism activities in executive planning stages aedetbpment
can have a great role in removing or decreasingithegeffects of tourism on environment and botlp temcial,
economic development and maintain and improve negjiand national environment.

This article tries to find an appropriate pattefneocotourism in natural areas for the sustainaleleetbpment of
Tourism Management. To this end, in the preseritleytfirst the definition, history, importance amdle of
ecotourism in natural areas are presented and thenprinciples and criteria for sustainable depeient of
tourism, eco-tourism standards of development amdponents of tourism planning are identified. Hinasome
solutions and suggestions are presented for marageystem of entertainment centers. The methdldeo$tudy is
analytic-applied and is based on the process df@mental planning and design.
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Concepts, per spectives and theor etical foundations
Definitions and concepts

Tourism

One of the best definitions for tourism was suggg$ty Watison and Vaal in 1982: “When people movayafrom
their homes and workplaces temporarily and go waae with life facilities where they stop doingethdaily
routines, it is called tourism”.

Ecotourism

There are several definitions suggested by intennalt NGOs and institutions. The Persian equivatdritt can truly
communicate the meaning. The International EcigourSociety defines ecotourism as: Ecotourism tdpato
nature to enjoy it and is according to the objexgtief sustainable development.

The International Ecotourism Society in 1991 delireotourism as: Ecotourism is any trip to untodchatural
places for enjoying and using nature (and everfucall phenomenon in it whether related to the pashe present)
which has few negative impacts, strengthens coasierv of resources, activates local population asnd
economically beneficial for them. Although a touris traveler during his visit to historical atttens considers
nature too, an eco-tourist diverse in nature aedrihin purpose of his trip is enjoying nature.

Different kinds of tourism
Tourism is classified as:
= Cultural and educational tourism: groups with sgraultural motivation seek to get familiar with &t
cultures and civilizations.
= Medical tourism: This refers to trips organized fitrysical and mental treatment.
= Business and trade tourism
= Religious and pilgrimage tourism
= Sports tourism
= Political tourism
= Social tourism
= Natural tourism (ecotourism)
= Rural tourism
= Agricultural tourism

Tourism resour ces
Depending on the kind of resources, tourism hdsrift classifications. Table 1 depicts it:

Table 1- Tourism resources (WTO, 1998)

. Location
Tourism resources

Hara forest

Coastal areas and small islands Beach

Marine environment
Mountair

High land:

Wild life sanctuary
Natural resources National par|
Botanical garden
Nature par

Lake

Waterfall

Forest Par

Pardisan

Big cities

Civil Towns

Suburbs

Coastal areas and small isla
Rural Mountain
Agricultural lanc

Mountain

Agriculture

Human-made resources
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Different recreational activities
Differentrecreational activities are common in different mmies, some of which are:
= Joydriving
= Sightseeing
Picnic
Fishing
Ecotourism
Camping
Playing (a variety of sports and games)
Watching sports
Cycling
Hunting
Horse riding
Trekking
= Mountain climbing
Based on the kind of touristic activity in diffeteregions, varying facilities and equipment whigle aompatible
with the environment of the region and tourism cobijes are chosen.

Theoretical foundations

The position and significance of tourism

According to WTO estimates, while the growth ofriem for the decade (2000-2010) is predicted betwe8 to a
maximum of 7.6 percent, the findings indicate thaist of this growth has occurred in ecotourism geerally, the
growth in this sector would be between 10 to 30means the number of eco tourists will increasenfi7% at the
present time to over 20% (Reinsold and Lindbersnege published in WTQO'’s site). An interesting tisti#cs
published by US tourism information center showsuatly 10 % of the people, or 43 million Americabsyvel to
see the nature, and only in 1996, the livelihoodhoée hundred thousand Americans was directlyndirectly
related to ecotourism. Similarly, the growth figeiia Nepal, which is a developing country, showeat the number
of tours to nature increased 255 percent in the (@song & Mjelde, 2006)

The development and growth of tourism
Today, 80% of the income of international tourissnearned by 20 industrial countries. According todd/ and
Hous (1991) the reasons are:
= Theincrease in income
= Theincrease in leisure time
The increase in years of living after retirement
Improvements in transport infrastructure and transf
The formation of travel agencies to promote cultumd social vision of tourism
Raising public awareness about travel facilities
Printing publications, brochures and advertisingpsna
Improving the security of travel

The investigations in 1991 revealed France, USAjigdtaly, Hungary and Australia are top 6 cowegrior tourist
destinations. It also revealed the counties whpEnsthe most on tourism are USA, Germany, JapaglaBd, Italy
and France, respectively. The countries whichthadighest income were USA, France, Italy, Spaustralia and
England (World Tourism Organization, 1993). At gheesent time there is a serious competition betwémma,
Thailand, Japan, China, Hong Kong, Singapore, Beaml Indonesia. This competition is because theldpment
of tourism has many benefits for countries.

Ecotourism standards
Although the base and destination of ecotourismaigire, any trip to nature is not necessarily dadieotourism.
Considering the natural objectives of ecotouridme,fbllowing standards are needed to evaluate toipsiture:

= Minimum damage to the environment

=  Minimum damage and maximum respect to the hostii@ult

= Maximum financial benefits for ordinary host peoftlee public)

= Maximum recreational satisfaction for visitors
Since ecotourism is basically rooted in the godlssustainable development, it brings about edunati@nd
spiritual experience.
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Discussion

Investigating the effects and consequences of ecotourism
The consequences of ecotourism can be classifigdamgroups:

= Direct consequences: which are caused by tourists?

= Indirect consequences: which are the result oigbactivities and are unwanted?
Since ecotourism is a sub-category of tourism itrgust has almost the same advantages and distayes as
tourism. However, since it is closely related te ténvironment, it is of vital importance to investie its
consequences, especially the negative ones. Bdlmvmain advantages and disadvantages of ecotowism
discussed.

Economic impacts

Tourism can develop employment, as both simple amrland experts in different fields can be emploied
different parts of it. Individuals can be prepalgdshort-term and medium-term training coursesg@imployed in
different fields. Employment can locally developuifful industries. Construction of hotels, restausa

transportation systems, handicrafts and tourisnvices at the local level are significant factors rigional

development of tourism. Tourism transfers money poplulation from industrial centers to rural andunal areas
and it can be considered the driving force for eroic development in all countries; it can.

Positiveimpacts on the economy

= Prevent the migration of rural residents to city

= Helpthe creation of autonomous regions and ensure d¢keitomic security

= Distribute income and wealth fairly

= Develop transfer services and roads

=  Support local handicrafts

= Develop creativity and artistic, economic and otfaéents

= Develop accommodation, catering and other fadilitie

= Be considered a source of foreign currency and thelggconomy of the region

= |ncrease agricultural products and inject capité ithe local economy because demand increasdwin t
region.

= Improve local and regional transportation, commations and infrastructure

= Cause beneficial and wise use of the land whicboissidered marginal by farmers. Therefore, a wide
surface of land with vegetation remains in origifoam.

= Can be like a mechanism for the autonomy of natipaeks provided that tourism is well guided.

= Develop recreational facilities for visitors

= Be atool for persuading authorities and publicgded®o preserve natural areas.

Although the development of tourism has been vengfficial for tourist destinations in different cures, its plan-
less development has caused negative and sus&ingidcts on the ecological resources of thesemsgi

Negative impacts on the economy
= The emergence of false jobs and beggary
= The change of land use into tourist spaces
= The decrease of agricultural products of the |peaiple

Social-cultural impacts

One dimension of sustainable tourism is payingnétia to cultural and environmental values. Considgcultural

issues, there are controversial ideas for sustlEndévelopment. Some people strictly believe caltuesources
should be preserved in their original shape inuaisty area, while some other think culture anditrans should be
changed in such a place. Tourism has a greatrrétensferring cultural information and increapesple’s level of
understanding from other cultures. Tourism cancaféechitectural structure, traditions, languageeat and local
music of an area. Although tourism has positiveucal and social influences, it has negative consaeges too,
including changing the pattern of consumption, dasing values, increasing costs of living, sociasgure in
families, non-moral activities and materialism. (v Li, 2004)
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Environmental impacts

Tourism projects have direct and indirect consegesrand impacts on the environment. The table bplesents

the negative impacts of tourism on the environnadmg with methods to reduce them.

Table 2- The impacts of tourism on the environment (WT@98)

contributing factor

Negative impact on the environment

Reducing the impact Proper functionality

population density

Pressure on humans and environment
Change in behavior of animals and
wildlife

Reducing the number of visitors
Increasing the capacity

Unplanned development

Appearance of dirty areas

The loss of habitat

Destruction of vegetation

Impact on the aesthetics of the area

Distributed to visitors to other areas
Restoration
Implementation of the rules on land use

Sound pollution

Disturbing wildlife
Disturbing the life of inhabitants

Awareness rising
Legislation of laws and regulations

Garbage

The dumping of waste and garbage in
wildlife

Damaging the beauties of environmen|
Endangering health

Awareness rising

Legislation of laws and regulations
Preparation of containers for waste collectio
and dumping them in the right place

t

Hostility with art and brutality

The loss of historical and cultural valug
destruction of facilities

Awareness rising
2d _egislation of laws and regulations
More observations

airport noise

Stress on human environment and
creatures

Changing the items of takeoff and landings
Controlling land use near airports

Itraffic in roads

Stress on the environment and creatu

eIspcreasing access to public transport vehicle

Off-road driving

Damaging vegetation, soil and wildlife

Reduced access
Strict laws and regulations

engine boats

Disturbance to wildlife, especially in th
seasons of laying and nesting
Sound pollution

[¢*]

Denial of access to the site
Planning environmental education

Hunting

Competition with natural hunters
Reduced resources

Making sidewalks
Planning environmental education

Walking and having fun in
animal habitats

Disturbance to wildlife erosion of
sidewalks

Restricted access
Making sidewalks
Planning environmental education

Collecting memento

Destruction of natural resources which
are disappearing (coral-shells-tusks-rg
plants

Destruction of natural process

rAwareness rising
?:’Ianning environmental education
Legislation of rules

collection wood for fuel

Destruction of habitat
wildlife death

Awareness rising
Environmental education
Using other fuels

feeding animals, sticking
advertisement

Damaging vegetation, soil and wildlife

Awareness rising
Environmental education

Legislation of laws
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Investigating the factor s contributing to the demand for resorts

Income: As an annual income and level of sociafavelincreases, the demand for resorts increases to
Spare time: spare time is the time one is fre@gponsibilities and can have fun.

Management of resorts: resorts should be manageaugally and effective methods should be adopted
to increase demand. By correct management, the itbinareases. However, the quality of services and
facilities can have a great role too.

Supply: to increase demands, the quality and quyaotisupply should increase. However, the increase
supply should not be beyond the capacity of théoredSpecific identity of a resort and the uniquenef

its design, and facilities contribute to the susce$ it. When designing and equipping resorts, the
relationships between demand and supply shouldKksatinto account.

Population: any changes in population can gredftigchthe demand for resorts. In predicting future
demand of resorts, the rate of population growdgggaphical changes, the growth of immigration, and
changes in population factors should be takendaotwsideration.

Availability: using resorts necessarily needs mogetnPeople should travel to reach a resort andtuse
The ease of use and availability of railway, aiddand transport network are important factors in
increasing the demands.

Analysis of thefindings

Coadification of principlesof eco touristic planning and designing

Principles of sustainable development of tourism

In a conference in Vancouver, Canada, WTO suggettedfollowing principles for sustainability of tost
activities:

Planning and development of tourist activities dtidae cohesive and include different state orgditina
and private sector which have many potential b&nefi

Organizations, groups and individuals should canfdo local rules and principles which guarantee
respecting the culture, traditions, environmentiaobehavior, political pattern and economy of tuest
community.

Tourism should be sustainable and planned by douse of human and natural environment of host
community.

Financial benefits obtained by tourism should hdyfahared by local people and the developershis t
industry.

True information and research studies about toudsah its impacts on humans and cultural environment
should be available especially for the local pe@plerder to be involved in the process of plannamgl
development).

With the help of financial, commercial, governmetad other parts, local people should be encodrage
Considering environment and social- economic plagnsystemic analysis should be done in details and
with special considerations.

All stages of tourism development should be metigsly evaluated in order for local people and other
groups to benefit from the opportunities.

Strategies should be used to offer activities miatchthe capacities of each region and finally sipcia
economic and cultural development of each regi@mulkshtake place through eco touristic resourcethatf
region.

Principles of formation of ecotourism projects

Ecotourism projects are formed based on the foligwgrinciples:

The resources should not be destroyed

They should have long-term benefits for the locaimmunity and the resources should be protected
saocially, scientifically, economically and cultusal

They should be based on cooperative activities.

They should have educational benefits in all leirettuding local, governmental, and private levsd$ore,
during and after the trip.

They should enhance the values.

They should pay attention to consumption management

They should increase cooperation in all levels

They should create moral- behavioral responsibiitityevery one toward cultural and natural enviremin
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Considering the items mentioned above, a natioad, @s an example, can attract tourists contipybvided that
it is well managed and the factors work in cooperein order to preserve the quality of the park.

Conclusion and recommendations

It seems necessary to have a scientific look atsthgect of ecotourism development and throughuatin of
ecologic potentials, an appropriate plan for retioeal equipment and facilities should be offered.
For the management of an ecosystem, mutual unddiatpof the ecosystem and numerous systems o#lsoci
political communities in relation to the ecosystehould exist. Planning the development of ecosysteats the
following stages:

» Doing non-financial preparations (with an emphasispiritual aspects)

* Planning processes which encourage the cooperhéitvreen decision makers and land owners and host

community

The first and the most important step in bettenpiag of ecotourism is probably making a strongtiehship
between private and non-private sectors. Goverretheettor is very important in managing nationakpawide
life sanctuaries and regions the maintenance astegfon of which helps attracting eco tourists; égample, rain
forests, mountain high lands, Mangrove lagoons,aaidtree forests.

Private sector can pioneer in services like traaggncies, tours with tour guides, equipping accodations,
catering services and tourist transport. Therel$® a third part working in cooperation with thelseo: the
participation of local communities. A project cahbe successful without the cooperation of lo@ahmunities.
Plus, their experience and information can be wvesgful. Through the cooperation of these threenewmic
conditions can be improved and public support fotgrting resources can be increased.
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