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Abstract: Human Rights is one of the most pronounced temisternational and regional arena
in recent decades. Rights of the indigenous pempéboriginalgadibasis)occupy a mentionable
part of human rights contexts, which is a greatceom in present Bangladesh. Historically the
Adibasishave often been dispossessed of their lands, tinercenter of conflict for access to
valuable resources because of where they liveinoyet other cases, struggling to live the way
they would like. Indeed, they are often amongstriust disadvantaged people in this land. The
present study provides an idea of the demographl identity issues of theAdibasis of
Bangladesh primarily. It analyses the theoreticaloepts of the human rights of tielibasis
according to particular documentary legal evidentesddition, it finds out the facade of the real
conditions of the aboriginals through a number adec studies. This study denotes the role of
governmental and non-governmental institutionshis tistorically neglected and marginalized
arena. Finally, this work recommends most possdamprehensive suggestions to bring the
Adibasisof Bangladesh out to the mainstream socio-econamic of Bangladeshi people.
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uman rights are indispensable rights of every hulmeing, which he/she inherits by birth in the natur

Without human rights a man ceases to be a man. dilgelpased on mankind’s increasing demand foea lif

in which the inherent dignity and worth of each fanrbeing will receive protection and respect. Human
rights are not created by any legislation; theyass the position of natural rights. In spite oftHiCharter of the
United Nations’, ‘The International Bill of Humanidhts’ and other international instruments on humights have
been adopted. Municipal Laws have also recognimedan rights either in the form of fundamental tighr as
legal rights.

In the preamble of the United Nations Charter, fedples express their determination ‘to reaffirnthfan
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and wartlthe human person, in the equal rights of menvaeoichen and
of nations large and small, and ‘to promote sogialyress and better standards of life in largediveg. Article 2
of the ‘Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948DHR)’ provides equal rights and freedom to ever,
without distinction of race, colour, sex, languageigion, political or other opinion, national gpcial origins,
property, birth or other status. But the historymoddern human civilization is full of instancesvidélence towards
the aboriginal. Many aboriginal have been killeddaven away from their homeland because of thidfeinces
with the dominant racial, religious or linguisticogp. In Bangladesh the history of aboriginal ie thistory of
oppression and deprivation of human rights andithathy, it is the dire necessity of time to havstady under the
above-mentioned title.

At present more than six hundred crore peopleidrglin the world. Among thetthirty crore people belong to the
aboriginals> These minorities are scattered around the wddidority group can be seen in Bangladesh, India,

! This is a modified version of a Research Projebsitted at the University Grants Commission of @adesh
(UGC) in 2009. The author wishes to thank the UGiGhe assistance received during work on thiggetcand
acknowledge the contribution of Mr. M Lutfar Rahn@&inishir, Judicial Magistrate of Mymansing as Redea
Associate for collecting data.
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China, Australia, New Zealand, Bolivia, Peru andat@mala. Aboriginals have the same rights as tdaany
people of the world. The United Nations (UN) andrld@ommunity have given special emphasis on dewetpor
improving the human rights of the aboriginals. Ruis emphatically true that aboriginals are bedeprived of
their rights; they are being exploited, torturedl areglected. Literally they are considered as hubeings; but
very often they receive subhuman treatment. Se tiinie to find out the reasons because the wondneonity is
getting more and more conscious of the matter. Mamgan rights organizations are doing their jollbehalf of the
aboriginals.

The study will make best effort to find out the wagnd means for the better enjoyment of the rigiitthe
aboriginal. To establish human rights and respe¢tutman dignity, aboriginal must be provided humights and
the above-mentioned study has significant impogandhis respect. A complete study in the fielddl concerning
human rights of the aboriginals is discussed amrdréfal scenario of enjoying the human rights isnshin this
study.

Conceptual Issuesrelating to the Aboriginals

The aboriginals can be defined as, “those people have a historical continuity with pre-invasiordgre-colonial
societies that developed on their territories aadsier themselves distinct from other sectorsoafieties now
prevailing in those territories, or parts of themlately, a question arises whether the indigenpegples in
Bangladesh aré&pajati or Adibasi In the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) the term "“igdnous people” or their
Bengali equivalentadibasi applies to elevemmontagnardor hill peoples,viz., Bawm, Chak, Chakma, Khumi,
Khyang, Lushai, Marma, Mro, Pangkhua, TanchangyhTipura, who are also known Bahari or Jummaor as
tribals. The wordadibasiis more in currency in central and north-westeam@adesh to refer to the Barman, Koch,
Munda, Oraon, Santal, and Rajbangshi, among otlibese are other "tribal" peoples in north-centnalith-eastern
and southern Bangladesh, including the Garo (Mamkthjong, Khasi and Rakhain. None of these peoptespts
the term "tribal", or its Bengali equivalenipajati, on account of its pejorative connotations. Thet Basigal State
Acquisition and Tenancy Act of 1950 (EBSAT ACT 19aGes the terms "aboriginal tribes and casteséfer to
the adibasisof the plains. The CHT Regulation of 1900 usestémm "indigenous Hillman" to refer to tlagibasis
of the CHT. Similar wording has been used in thédwal Budget Act of 1995,

The Bangladeshi indigenous peoples were livingnith sustainably managing large parts of the couotrg before
other ethnic groups settled in these areas. Ircasg, it is not the primordial basis of their idigrthat is important,
but the fact that indigenous peoples have histllyidzeen denied a role in state-formation and spafieding.
International Treaty law and Customary Internatida& on human rights and indigenous peoples' sigigek to
reduce the unbalance, and do away with some ofetjecies of these historical wrongs and inequitiesluding
through affirmative action or protective discrimioa.

In Bangladesh, aboriginals are found basicallyhieé regions—Sylhet, Mymensingh, including Tang#lmalpur
and north western part which include Rajshahi, [pima Rangpur and Bogra. In Rajshahi District there some
places like Godagari, Nachol, Mundumala, Kakonhatwhere the aboriginals livéd.

According to the Bangladesh AdibaBorum (BAF), Bangladesh is a home to as many aglignct ethnic
aboriginalgroups, which constitute two percent of the totgbydation. Although their numbers are insignificamt
proportion to the total population of Bangladesbpriginals are scattered across the country. Thegest
concentration is in the CHT where thirteen différaboriginal groups constitute a razor-thin majowver the
ethnic Bangali population. In the plains, they arestly concentrated in the greater Rajshahi, Myrimgisand
Sylhet regions. There are significant aboriginapydations in the Gazipur district and in the cobstgions of
southern Bangladesh.

The total number of aboriginals in Bangladesh imaalt 20 lakh. They live in many district, e.g., Rangamati,
Bandarban, Khagrachari, Cox's Bazar, Sylhet, SumejpgHabiganj, Maulavibazar, Mymensingh, Netrokona,
Sherpur, Jamalpur, Gazipur, Tangail, Pabna, Bo§najgonj, Dhaka, Kushtia, Joypurhat, Naogoan, IRdjg

Dinajpur, Thakurgaon, Panchagarfh, Rangpur, Nat@jttagong, Comilla, Chandpur, Rajbari, Barguna,

Bangladesh Asiatic Society Patrikégl. 21, Number I, June 2003, Dhaka, 49

3 Act No. XII of 1995

Dr. Mizanur Rahman (edjgony of Development: A Study in Pauperisationisplaced Communities,
ELCOP, Dhaka, 2007, 19

Ibid, meaning two million
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Patuakhali, Jessore, Khulna, Jhenaidah, Chapairgamabirhe aboriginals are divided into various gatées such
as Chakma, Murma, Khiyang, Moro, Bom, Chuk, Pangkloumi, Lusai, Tripura, Rakhain, Tanchanga, Khasi,
Monipuri, Rai, Badiya, Bagid, Kole, Patro, Kormokadurier, Turi, Mahli, Satrio Bormon, Gomdo, Mal®rau,
Santal, Paharia, Munda, Dalu, Banai, Chuch, Mah&ajbangshi, Garo, Hajong étc.The aboriginals are not
defined politically or geographically like as Baligavho belonged to the Indian aboriginal groups Ivery difficult
to determine the definite number of aboriginalse TGovernment did not take any initiative for censfighe
aboriginals on the basis of the language, religitm According to a Government report published 981, there
were 6,23,216 aboriginals in Bangladesh. Of themi%2were Buddist, 29.1% Hindu 13.2% Christian 19%rev
others. But now their number must be 20 lac undedlipf The aboriginals are classified into six categosiesh as
Indian, Anyan Dravidian (Paharia and Orau casteistAo Asiatic or Mon Khamer (including Khasian avidnda
language) Kubi-Chin Boro including Tibbati Barmelmguagé. Aboriginals belong to proto Australiyed
Mongoloyed. On the basis of religion, the Hill-Tim@boriginals are Buddists. Khasian and MandieaCliristian.
Some of the Hajong are Sorbopranbad and the rasteaf are Hindus. Some Rajbanshi have been condviertie
Hindu and some into Sunni Muslim.

Human rights are the inherent rights of every huimeing. But the human rights of the aboriginal lzeéng violated
by the amendment of the Constitution, terroristsyegnment policy, enacted laws, abduction, landuesitipn,
apostasy, after the independence of Bangladeshe afba of CHT is ten percent (10%) of the totakané
Bangladesh. There are 13 ethnic group in the CHRerh Chakma, Marma Tripura aboriginals are 90%hefotal
aboriginals. The major ethnic group in BangladesBhakmas. They are 50% of total CHT aboriginals.

Human Rights and the Rights of the Aboriginals

Permanent peace and security are not possible wtigresuring human rights. We have had bitter erpeg from
world wars. One of the plenary objects of formihg tUN is to implement the human rights. Human sgarte
receiving more and more importance day by day.rdhee some human rights that every person obitaiesently.
Such rights do not need any authority of the wollddoes not need to prove its presence by anydavwules.
Human rights cannot be alienated or cannot be rddaby power or force. Its nature is inherent; ¢bacept of
human rights has been established on the basisnadul dignity. Human being is the best creaturdeftorld, who
enjoy special dignity among all other creaturethefworld. This dignity is acquired only when oregsggone’s rights
properly. The UN took several initiatives for deygihg human rights. In 1948, the UDHR contains aasi rights
such as civil, political, economical, social andtwral rights of the human beings. Under the UDHR term human
rights can be defined adiuman rights are such rights which are acquirddrafirth, without these rights no man
can live with proper respect”. The word human rigtself signifies the meaning of equality of mandan
indiscrimination to man. This concept has been tatbm the UDHR and other international covenaBtseryman
is equal in status; every person has the rightnjoyehuman rights irrespective of race, castegreti, language,
birthplace or other grounds.

Discrimination towards human being is contradictryiuman dignity or human rights. The aborigirais also the
part of human beings and they are also the devejopartners of the state. So, they have also huights. The
UN Charter and the UDHR do not specify about mityogroup or aboriginals. After the Second World \Wie
world community gives emphasis for the protectiod aafety of minorities. The Human Rights Counedriier the
Human Rights Commissiohjs constituted for protection of human rightstie tvorld. The HRC did not define the
term minorities before the formation of the sub-oaission on prevention of discrimination and pratactof
minorities. It could be the reason that the intéomal community believed that, “every person hashn rights and
this term includes the human rights of the minesitalso.”

In 1966, International Covenant on Civil and Poéti Rights (ICCPR) has been adopted and it has éfeative
since 1976. The ICCPR gives special importancéherrights of minorities. Article 27 of the ICCPRas that, “in
those states in which ethnic, religious and linticiisinorities exist, persons belonging to such arities shall not
be denied the right in community with the other nbens of their group to enjoy their own cultureptofess and

6 Ibid.

; Manas GhoshBangladesher Adibashi: Ekti Nritattik Bishlesh&wgthokali Prokashoni, 2005, Dhaka, 14
Ibid

9 Hereinafter referred to athe HRC
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practice their own religion and to use their owmngaage.” If we analyse this article we see the nities have three
specified rights:

* right to enjoy culture

» right to profess and practice their own religion

* right to use their own language.

The aboriginals are classified into six categooieshe basis of language such as:

Indian Aryan Dravidian (including Hasian Munda language&yubi Chin and Tibbatian Benmizincluding Boro
language). Aboriginals belong ®roto-Australiyedand Mongolyedon the basis of language. The Hill Tracts
Aboriginals are Buddists. Khasian and Mandira anesfians.

Ethnic group can reside in a definite territoryaaminor or a major. Article 27 of the ICCPR protabbriginals and
it refers to three types of minority such as ethrétigious, or linguistic but does not give degdilexplanation. The
minorities are protected not only by Article 27 lalgo by Article 18 (freedom of speech, conscienekgion) of
the ICCPR.

Article 19 of the ICCPR ensures freedom of expmssind Article 22, freedom of association. They erercise or
preserve their rights according to these ArticRat it is a matter of great sorrow that they arevnmder pressure in
modern societies, because their cultures are lflugnced by other influential culture.

International law protects minority groups who alassified under the race, religion or languagee @horiginals
belonged to the ethnic majority but in special sasieey can be grouped under language or religi@nsrity. They
can be minor or major in different states. The gethon of human rights is considered not on thésbafsminorities
but to ethnic religious or linguistic group. Perreah International Court of Justice defined the nmegrof
protection of minorities. The court gives recommatimh concerning ‘Albania Minority Schod! that, “the idea
underlying the treaties for the protection of mities is to secure for certain elements incorparatea state. The
population of which differs from them in race, laage or religion the possibility of living peacdfualongside that
population and co-operating amicably with it whaliethe same time preserving the characteristicstwtlistinguish
them from the majority and satisfying the ensuipgcsal needs”.

According to the recommendation of the court, thethrad of preserving the rights of minorities candddded
under two (2) heads upon purposes:

First of all, the possibility of peacefully livinglong the population and co-operating amicably;
Secondly, the possibility of preserving charactmssthat distinguished them from the majority,isfging the
ensuing special needs.

In others words, the term “human rights of the mities indicate that they can enjoy equal rightst jas the other
citizens of the state”. They have also rights tpase their separate identity.

International law gives two cardinal human rightghte minorities:
e right to survive
* right to separate identity

The Genocide Conventid®48 and the ICCPR also protect these rights. Mbws have a look at the Convention
against Discrimination in Education which was erddty the UNESCO in 1960.

According to article 5(1) “it is essential to recize the right of the members of national minositie carry on their
own educational activities including the mainteremd schools”. Customarily, the aboriginals have tlght to
land. The right to land is recognized in differ@mternational instrument. According to article 47the UDHR,
“Everyone has the right to own property alone adl we in the association with others, and no onall dbe
arbitrarily deprived of their property”.

Article 11 and 12 of thénternational Labour Organization Conventid®69 (ILO Convention) says, “the right of
ownership, collective or individual of all the meenb of population concerned over the lands whichgbpulation
traditionally occupies shall be recognised”...and population concerned shall not be removed withbeir

10 Minority Schools in AlbanigAB/64) 17 (1935)
11 H
Ibid.
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consent from their habitual territorie¥”. Article 14 of the ILO Convention recognises tfight to ownership and
possessions as, “the rights of ownership and psisse®f the peoples concerned over the lands whiely
traditionally occupy shall be recognised”.

Bangladesh ratifies the ILO Convention. It is reszey for the Government of Bangladesh to ratify thO
Convention to recognise the right to ownership possession of the aboriginals.

Working group of Indigenous Population is the suwthtate organ of the Sub-commission on Preventibn o
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. Thensmission is constituted by five specialist membemesenting
different ethnic religions. The Assembly of workiggpup is open for aboriginal representation ofegoment, UN
organisation and NGOs etc. This working group is ofthe international groups that work speciatlyobserve,
develop, and search the human rights of the almadigyi The rights of the aboriginals should be giiraportance.
From this concept, thBeclaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoplas prepared in 1983which recognises
human rights of the aboriginals and fundamentadoens such as right to equality, right to self-cateation.

According to Article 3 of the Declaration, the aigamals have the right to self-determination. Bstwe of this right
they can determine the political status and dignitgy can freely develop their economic social amitural rights.

According to Article 10 of the Declaration, the algmals shall not be forcibly ousted from their myand and
homestead. Without their free consent and consemsumew group shall be rehabilitated. But the apoals shall
be transferred from their own land by giving propempensation. Again if there is any scope of réitation they
should be given priority.

According to Article 17 of the Declaration, the alginals have the right to enjoy all the laws irdihg customary,
domestic and international, which are applicabtatiem.

The UN General Assembly declared 1993 as the latiermal Aboriginal Year. Every state has enactadestaws
as if they can entirely involve in political, ecanizal activities of the state. International Algnal Decade in
1995 to 2004 was observed by the international conityrto develop an improved human right educatiealth of
the Aboriginal now.

Let us discuss the position of aboriginal whiclyigranteed by the Constitution of Bangladesh. Treen® special
provision preserving the aboriginals and minoritiéghts. Everybody is entitled to get equal patien of law.
Everybody is equal in the eye of law and is ertitte equal protection of law. This is the primghti in our
constitution that, “equal protection of law” indtea that equal footing people enjoy equal right.

In Nurul Islam vs. Bangladesh,Justice R. Islam said, "the principle on which theetrine of equal protection of
laws is founded is that persons in similar circlanses must be governed by the same laws"

In Skeikh Abdus Sobur vs. Returning Officer & otfiérsstice ATM Afzal said, “equal protection is thearantee
that similar people will be dealt with in a similaay” the rule of equality specified in Article 27 the Constitution
of Bangladesh is broadly explained in Article 28ccording to Article 28 (1) that, “the state shadit discriminate
against any citizen on grounds only of religionesagex, caste or place of birth”. This provisieswed the citizen
from discrimination. In this regard, Justice LatifRahman said that, “the crucial word in this &ldi is
discrimination which means making an adverse ditin with regard to or distinguishing unfavouralflpm
others™’
Article 29 of the Constitution of Bangladesh givesfeguard for equality of opportunity in public dmpnent:
Article 29 states:
1) There shall be equality of opportunity for @tizens in respect of employment of office in gervice of
the Republic.

12 ILO ConventiorNo. 169, Articles 11 and 12

13 Hereinafter referred to athe Declaration

14 Constitution of the People’s Republic of Bangladésticle 27

15 41 DLR (AD)30

16 41 DLR (AD)30

1 Justice Latifur Rahmafhe Constitution of the People’s Republic of Badgkh with Comments and
Case LawsMallic Brothers, Dhaka, 2004, 60
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2) No citizen shall on grounds only of religiorace, caste, sex or place of birth be ineligible dor
discriminated against in respect of any employnoémiffice in the service of the Republic.

The object of this Article is to create equalityapfportunity in public employment it is apparerdiyd theoretically
good provision but minorities are little bit beriei. The constitution itself gives equality to z#ns including minor
but the provision is not sufficient to give fagiliand to develop the minor group it is emphatictllye that several
Government discriminatory policies make ineffectikie constitutional guarantee.

According to Article 23, “The state shall adopt m@@ to conserve the cultural traditions and hgeitaf the
people. All the sections of the people are affdrttee opportunity to contribute towards and to ipgrate in the
enrichment of the national culture”. But it is wgbp understood that national culture means the @dpngali
Muslim culture other ethnic or religious minoritie® called aboriginal never think that his prowvisiis also
applicable for their culture and religion. No stepaken to protect the culture of the minorities.

The condition of the minorities all over the wortdvery miserable. Security for them is internasilly accepted.
Various states secure aboriginal by the constitugiod by other domestic laws. For the welfare efahoriginals, in
Indian Constitution there is no provision relatbogaboriginals.

Article 28 of the Constitution of Bangladesh prasgda special facility to backward section of thezen. Article 29
of the Constitution gives power to the state to enggecial provision in favour of any backward setf citizen
for the purpose of securing their adequate reptaten in the service of the Republic. Again thigiéle gives
powers to the state giving effect to any law whiolkes provision for reserving appointment relatiogany
religious or denominational institution implemertist provision because the provision is directiv&o, the
Government is bound to implement this.

All the aforesaid provisions regarding equalitylvaié ineffective if we overlook other Articles dfe Constitution.
According to Article 31 of the Constitution of Bdadesh, “the state language is Bangla, so it iziblation of the
right of the aboriginals. Accordingly 25 and 11ldaage is accepted as the state language in Indi&auth Africa.
So Article 3 makes frightening aboriginal concegngurvival and cultural existence.

To examine the laws of Bangladesh relating to @iuais, Limitation Act 1908 recognises the right to land as
customary right, the land that is acquired by mipsion, or by possession. According to this lavaifybody enjoys
any personal property over 20 years or any pullapgrty over 60 years without any protest peacgfsiich
possession shall be turned into legal right. Thagignal is residing in Bangladesh from immemotiaie. And they
are enjoying land peacefully. So, this possessi@iowable by the Limitation Act. They becomedypally, owner

of the property on the concept of traditional cciiee ownership. But this right is often denied. @sesult they are
transferred from the traditionally acquired lanésitione in the name of so called public interest.

According to Section 20 of tHeorest Act1927 if any forest is declared as "Reserved"itjie to enjoy traditional
collective ownership shall not be observed. Butgtwvisions of this Act are being abused. For eXemdodhupur
Forest is declared as the reserved forest thahis®@aro aboriginallost their land. The Forest Actl927 was
amended in 1989, by this amendment, all the fauestconsidered as “government trusted land” anttthated
property are controlled by forest office. Againdst office declared this forest as national propert

Enjoyment of Human Rights of the Aboriginals

Aboriginals are residing under severe threat asddarity. Exploitation and discriminatory condudthwthem is
highly responsible for that reason. The reportgasious tortures upon them are published in thespapers. Again
it is true to say that some miserable incidentsaiaed unpublished.

Actually, aboriginals are being exploited and togtliall around the world. For example, Red Indiaresresiding in
the United States of America (USA) from immemotiate but they are minor in number. So, they arerigegd
from their fundamental rights. European who had e@mAmerica in searching for livelihood now govethe state
where the President is the member of the Africanroonity. The Red Indians were Killed in a very plad way so
all president of USA from Washington would be sent®l for murder. Abraham Lincoln, greatly known as
worshippers of democracy, killed many Red Indiansrdy civil war. A newly born independent statee$rito expel
out aboriginal through killing or torturing. The jaoacommunity do not accept the presence of theiginal group.
The state machinery is indulgence to the torture.
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After the division of Indian Sub-continent, the @lgmals are being severely tortured by the govemiof this
Sub-continents try to wipe out them. They are iiegidn the Sub-continent for almost thousand ofrge&o they
become the integrated part of the country. Theytaeartners of weal and woe of the land.

The colonies are now independent but the aborigias not freed in North-Eastern part of India. &beriginals
are tortured by military force in every now andrthin South-East Asia aboriginals’ lands are aagulyy military,
so they become marginally extreme position. In @mldito this, commercial forestation and other pobjeffect
upon environment or aboriginal. So they are noefited from this activities or projects.

Saontalas for instance is one of the most backward, uilpged and negligible indigenous communities of
Bangladesh. Most of them live in the wide area dogeRajshahi, Natore, Chapai Nawabgonj, Bogra, ddan,
Pabna, Rangpur and Dinajpur in the northern regfae country. Presently they are about 2 mill{@a lac), but
99% of them live below poverty levEl. They are very marginal socially too. In spiteliofng in this area for
hundreds of years, they are deprived of educatimh @ther development. Their condition and locati®rvery
disappointing in every indicator of developmenteytare backwarded in every side including inconaeication,
lodging, health, treatment, job etc. Due to hawmegright and ownership upon land, still they ardive here and
there like nomad. They have also been deprived fioynlegal support everywhere. The status and tondif the
Saontalis very lower in every sphere of the social aradesstructure. A discriminatory attitude about 8s®ntalis
prevailing everywhere in the sociéfy.

Due to severe poverty and prevailing socio-econaiti@tion, their proper development, empowermecbnomic
freedom and human rights have not yet been ensuredugh the Government and some non-government
organizations have taken some initiatives to imprtheir socio-economic condition, but they could swcceed in
changing their lot and in raising their voice muélfter all the Saontalare becoming prey to torture, harassment,
exploitation and negligence, becoming deprivedhairt basic human rights. But the real pictureshef torture,
oppression, harassment, exploitation and problefntheoSaontalhave not been properly reflected in the mass
media, or if done it have been done negatively sparadically. Similarly the art, culture, traditednglory, folk
concept, socio-economic condition, expectation,bf@m and potentiality of theSaontal have never been
highlighted in the media. Faxample it can be mentioned that the news andestgglating to the murder of
prominentSaontalleader Alfred Soren killed in 2000 at Manda in Naog, protest movement and demonstration
were not properly published and reflected inlewaing newspapef8.

Aboriginals are not properly participated in thessianedia. In fact they have no or little involvemesth such a
powerful, creative and intellectual media like npayger and television channels. As a result it magacted
negatively in preparing, publishing and broadcastive news stories related to the life and workihefaboriginals.
Consequently, the real picture of the torture, eppion, harassment, exploitation, traditional gldojk concept,
socio-economic condition, expectation, problem agudentiality of the aboriginals have not reachedthe
Government, policy makers and the donor agenciggeply. As a result the significant issue like tragvelopment
and human rights have been neglected in the natpmiiay leaving them deprived of any scope of imgvall the
facilities and development.

The political crackdown in early 2007 resulted @migus human rights violations, arbitrary arresider false or at
least barely credible charges and summary triadfeudubious conditions. The year saw a continuaifahe long-
term un-stated policy of ethnic displacement in €idT, a trend that dramatically accelerated duting last
caretaker government. Now let us focus on the ssumre particularly.

Damage to Life and Property

In the light of a three decade long military “paaftion” programme in the region, a series of dsreseginning
immediately after the declaration of the emergeirty2007 spread panic amorigahari activists. Various
‘operations’ were launched in this regard with nartike “Operation Dabanol” (forest fire), “OperatidJttoron”
(the rising) and “Alor Shondhane” (in search ohliy*

18 www.weeklyholiday.net/2005/040305/advoc. html
19 Dr. Mizanur Rahman (edly Search of a withering Community: The SantalBarfigladeshDhaka,
“Empowerment through Law of the Common People”,200
Rabindranath Saren (44) in a group intervie®@&m Bikash Kendrat Parbatipur, Dinajpur on 20
February 2006
2 "Army kicks off anti-graft drive in CHT"The Daily StarDhaka, 27 July 2007

20
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Table 1: Human Rights Violation on Ethnic Minority2007

Month Murder Hurt Injured Property taking Kidnap Arrest Eviction Total
away by force from land
January 1 18 2 1 0 2 0 24
February 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
March 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 4
April 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
May 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
June 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
July 0 12 0 0 0 0 1 13
August 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2
September 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 3
October 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
November 0 8 0 2 0 0 0 10
December 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Total 2 42 2 3 6 3 1 59

SourceHuman Rights Concer®07, Odhikar Report on Bangladesh, 1st Janua@§ 20

Coercion and Torture of the Aboriginals

Recently coercion becomes one of the social nommlitical culture by which the minorities are tiored. So the
minoritis pass their time through hardship. Tlaeg now frequently tortured, if they protest angroion. It is
necessary to refer that the majorities are notatereed for leaving out from country. The powerflancor elite
group thinks that they are separate. Of late Ch&esil (Modhupur, Tangail) was killed. Ranglai Magp
(Bandarban) was abducted. The investigation ofdlmases is not completed. So the accused get freliefcharge.
Chales Recil was the leader of Garo tribunal. Tleo@boriginal claimed right to land and as he thasleader of
the Garoes so he was killed by military. The cas€lwolesh Richil was the first major case of cusbdeath

reported under the CTG coming in the third montkhefCTG’s tenure, it was seen as a litmus tekbuef the Army
would handle allegations of human rights abuse.

A young man (23) of Pirganj Upazilla under Ranggdistrict made illegal relation with a girl (15) wheas the
daughter of a day labour, on the promise to maery After some days, the girl became pregnantifgal sexual-
intercourse), but he denied to marry the girl. unhscircumstances, she informed her parents. Trenfsaalleged to
the Aboriginal headman (Sanchu Pahan). The headowvicted the tortured the family. They were
excommunicated from the society. He imposed finéhtan. They collected Taka: 20,000.00 by sellingy @nd
land. They gave money to the Headman so that exeoneation withdrawn.

On the other hand, Mostafizer (a member of Unionis$hed) pressured the tortured family to miscagiagd to
resolve the problem. They did not agree with theppsal. So, the girl was abducted by six or sevasgn from

this time the girl was not found. The tortured fignwas threatened, when they wanted to know infttion about
their girl.

Some young man (Pirganj, Rangpur) claimed monewy féeurudas Murandi (headman) Narayan Pahan. But they
denied giving the money. So, young men attackedhthnd injured ten (10) persons including Gurudasakidi
and Narayan Pahan on that matter they said thaigymen tortured aboriginal in every night by drimiiwine.

Manhil Manzi (21) (Pirganj, Rangpur) son of Homragi was abducted by Manjur Hossain (Hajipur vidagnd
Suman. They took Taka 20000.00 to set free Manzé Villagers said that, Monjur Hossain technicalstained
Manzi then he informed Latumai (mother of Manziattther son was detained by terrorist. He said ¢herist
demanded money to him and if not given, they wdilldd her son. He asked her not to discuss theviih others.
Latumai collected this demanded money and gave dozMr. He took signature upon white stamp from N&anz
elder brother (Romesh Manzi) 5 days later, MooMi#inzi was rescued with the assistance of the @nirDilip
Paikar, and Wahed Ali, but the matter was not imied to the police station.
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23 August 2008 a widow (Baterhat village, Birol,nBjpur) was ousted from the village, the villageasd Bablu

Pahan made a illegal relation with the widow. Aghdiours saw Bablu with the widow in a questionalgedition,

the fact was scattered all over the village. THiageé Headman (Mongla Pahan) fixed Taka 2000.0bagpensated
money to the widow. The widow was expelled fromvilage. Now, the widow is residing in her fattsehouse®

Injury to Life and Trespass to Property

The social security and life standard of the aboélg are in a very low level. Aboriginals do rg#t Vulnerable
Group Feeding (VGF) cards, elderly pension from gogernment. Injury to life and trespass to propéstthe
common and familiar method to torture aboriginalsmay be by physical torture, loot, acid throwiriging etc.
The criminals very often are not sentenced becense is done with the assistance of political Eradgain if any
measure is taken criminal becomes more ferociob®riginals are very often, the victim of abductionthose
cases and they do not get proper justice.

In the health sector they are totally deprived ettigg minimum health care. Thousands of childredear five were
given dose of OPB to immunize them against polimss country. Did a single aboriginal child getasel of such
OPB or would they ever get such opportunity? Thadsaf aboriginal children are denied of their tigbf general
medical care. Many of them are suffering from maition and other diseases and dying without treatim The
Government has no programme to extend medicalfoathis class of people.

Violation of Women'’s Right

It has many saying relating empowerment of womentbey remained in a helpless situation in a sgci€he
conditions of the aboriginal women are more dedicale backed society strengths the power of eldss. They
can easily attack over the minority group. In theme way male back aboriginal delicates the abalgiomen in a
marginal extreme situation. Aboriginal women arpei@ tortured, harassed, which news is publishetiffarent
newspapers. Acid throwing to women is the commottanan our society. The women are frequently rapefbre
husband, sometimes, mother and daughter are rapettameously. The aboriginal woman faces this faoh but
they do not go for legal aid or legal assistanceabse they are afraid that they may be torturethageen if any
litigation is filed threaten is given for withdramg the litigation. They suffer severe tortures uithg physical or
mental. The aboriginal women are discriminatedivle tategories such as, they are women, aborigiwaly, they
live in remote inaccessible place and they areidensd as immigrant worker.

Cases of rape and sexual assault were reportedimdtie media and by some Human Rights Organizsffon
During the violence between the settler Bangalid #re Adibasis,on 3 April 2006, following a land-grabbing
incident at Maheschari in, several women were, ntegty, sexually assaulted and even raped. Noiaffinquiry
into any of these allegations has so far been adedwand the perpetrators have not been identified.

Lack of Freedom of Association

Freedom of association and expression remainsiatestrin the region, another legacy of the insucgepears.
Nevertheless, consequent to the signing of thegpaacord, thé\dibasishave formed or activated socio-economic
development associations and organizations. The TH#cts' NGO Forum (HTNF) formed to coordinateithe
activities, however, was instructed by the Depanim&f Social Welfare, Rangamati in a letter to smp its
activities since it was not a registered body, BredlNGO Bureau wrote to the HTNF not to represeB0ON or use
the name since the process of its registration thitghBureau had not concluded. HTNF had been desggdtration
since it was composed of organizations rather tdigpersons'.

Ignorance and Misperception

Prejudice against th&dibasisis aggravated by the absence of information inbt@oeks or training programmes for
Government officials serving in these areas. Thesogle regarding publication of a book by the Deputy
Commissioner (DC) of Khagrachari, ostensibly prastifor promoting the tourism potential of the didtrs one of
the best examples. In the book, the DC, made digpay comments about the Chakma people, and deddtigm

as ‘outside intruders' and the ethnic Bangaliduitiag the ‘settlers’ as ‘true indigenous peoplethe region'.

= Daink Khobor,Dhaka, 15 January 2008
s Danik SangbadDhaka, 21 June 2006
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Taking away from Right to Land

There may be differences in the cultures and custamong the aboriginals but they are equally denofettheir
rights in all aspects of life and have been leadirayr lives beyond poverty levels and without aogial security.
Their problems are yet to attract national targ&ssthey are illiterate the aboriginals are oftea last to be served
and they are frequently forgotten. If we want totpct their rights, we have to arm ourselves witiorimation first
and then to take effective measures to help thetegting their own rights in the society. Since 1.9dr even after
independence of Bangladesh, aboriginals had théivable lands, homestead, cattle, fowls and es@ne of them
had farm-house. But they never felt to keep theipgus for the records of rights for their lands @noperties.
During land survey and records, they could not poadany paper of record of rights. Local peopléigkdvantage
of their illiteracy and simplicity got their namescorded in places of aboriginal. Finally the abiovals were ejected
from their own properties and homesteads. They Vvagetened by the local people and refrained thehaes from
taking any legal steps for the recovery of theopgarties. Finding no other alternatives some afitheft the country
for India. But even in India they could not do drigiy for the settlement, subsequently returnedhitocountry and
became rootles¥.

Transfer of any of the aboriginal property is rieséd by the laws of the land, if there be any strahsfer, these
may be done by taking permission of district autiiofn presence of such laws how the aboriginélthe country

are becoming rootless and living in the slum ageguestion yet to be asked. All these transferg lieeen made
fraudulently and by exercising undue influence ba authority. Many of the aboriginal have transfdritheir

properties due to acute poverty or fear of thréddocal people. Taking advantage of their illiteyaand simplicity

local people fraudulently get the deed Registranofe lands than they propose to sell or purchadeay, then on
the basis of that registered deed divest the aibatgfrom their entire lands even the homesteaik iE very usual
practice in the locality of the aboriginal. Inflaf refugees from bordering districts of Nadia dgritB47 partition,
and internal migration in Northern districts of Bgedesh, people settled in the areas of aboriginal.

Aboriginal seem to be rather suspicious of refuged® are known to make use of any tactics to dikesl people
of their properties. The refugees have joined esoocally more powerful local groups who exploit thkoriginals
in various ways. The aboriginal find it very diffiit to understand how their land - which they hheen cultivating
for generations and paying taxes regularly - casobye vested property of others, or how 'khas' (Bowent land)
land which they have been enjoying for years is saddenly taken on lease by non-aboriginals.

One of the major problem exists among the aborigikandlessness. It has been mentioned in 10%&dion of
the ILO that land of aboriginal must be protecteelytshall never be deprived of their right to pmypdf their lands
are acquired for any public purpose in that caeg thust be given adequate compensation. Like laéiratountries
of the world Bangladesh also ratified the ILO Camen of 1972. Department of Forest has been triingvacuate
5000 aboriginals from Madhupur Hill Area, in thesBict of Mymensingh in the name of creating a biadl Park
there. At Rajshahi and Dinajpur districts huge knflaboriginal have been illegally declare 'vesisaperty' under
the Vested Property Act, ignoring their rightful m@rships. Taking advantage of Matrimonial familgteyn among
Garos many Muslim males are marryir@aro females in order to grab their properties. Aftegithmarriage they
use to transfer properties Gfaro females in their names and divorce the femalesidge these due to ignorance
aboriginals fail to record their names in the recof rights in due course. In some places majarityhe local
people are depriving the aboriginal of their propeights fraudulently. Aboriginal can not go tcethourt of law for
recovery of their property either due to threathaf local people to or due their ignorance. Onlgtieater Dinajpur
district 900 acres of land of the aboriginals hbgen grabbed by the influentfal.

The state enacted ti&tate Acquisition and Tenancy AQ50 (SATA). By this Act the aboriginals of Hillrdct
have been evicted from their land. They have aksnbevicted from their land by different settlemaativities.
Land Commission was formed after tRarbotto Shanti Chuktior removing problems but the commission has
never started their function. The aboriginals Igvim plain land are expelled because of $tate Acquisition and

2 Dr. Mizanur Rahman (ed), Agony of Development: A&tin Pauperisation of Displaced Communities,

ELCOP, Dhaka, 2007, 24
See generally atyww.newsfrombangladesh.com
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Tenancy Acfl950, but plain land forest region is the cenfreuttural social system. The aboriginals thinkttkach
expulsion is hindrance to their own identity. Thare 56 land grabbing reports published in a masdiarin 2004.
Saontal, Khasi and Rakhain lost their lands bytéherists, political cadres or leaders.

The CHT Peace Accord signed in December 1997 betwlee Government of Bangladesh and Berbattya
Chottagram Jano Samhati Sam{fpCJSS) raised hopes for a peaceful settlemetiteofwo-decade-old conflict.
The implementation of the Accord was seen as dfifior sustainable peace in the region. It was alamique
document being the first since the emergence ofBaesh to recognize the rights of the aborigiaibal’ in the
original text).

There has, however, been a troublesome legacyasédig strives between thdibasisand the Bangali ‘settlers’,
which may have been exacerbated by the militarggaree. According to the Peace Accord, the deployiegarmy
personnel was supposed to be limited to half ardae garrisons and the remaining camps wereetoldsed.
There is, however, little or no official informatidn this regard. But eyewitness reports from tagion would
testify that the task has not yet been completed.

Status of the Peace Accord

Implementation of the Peace Accord has not beerifiignt. A three member committee for the impletagion of
the Peace Accord formed by the then Governmentnbedatally dysfunctional during the tenure of thexn
Government. The CHT Affairs Minister also did noeeh the Advisory Council members to the Ministrys A
result there has been no progress in activatingckeglict resolution mechanisms envisaged in thedkd, suchas
the Parbotya Chottogram Bhumi Birodh Nishpotti Cdgsion (CHT Land Disputes Settlement Commission) and
Refugee Rehabilitation Task Force. They were exguetd bring about an acceptable and permanentoliat the
land disputes and settlement of peoples from thgpl on lands claimed by the aborigindla accordance with
registered title and/or customary law.”

However, the landmark 1997 Peace Accord that etfteetiventy years insurgency led by Bieanti Bahinientered
its tenth year with few signs of implementationta¥iclauses that had not been acted upon by théwaspolitical
governments, continued to remain paper promiseserurttie current regime. However some important
announcements were made. These include activdtengand Commission, withdrawal of all “temporaryrmss” of
Army, BDR, Armed Police Battalions, and handing rog€ full control of local civil and police admirtigtion to
three Hill District Councils. An important step tavds enforcement of one provision of the accord taken with
the High Court decision to set up District Judgesurts in the three hill districts, a much-needeshsure to clear a
backlog of over 25,000 cases. Another positive bgweent was the CTG’s decision to call a meetinghef CHT
Affairs Ministry Advisory Committee, the first sucheeting after a five year gap during the Goverrnnoér2001-
2006. Former Foreign Affairs Advisor, Iftekhar Chdiwry’s positive remarks about implementation a&f freace
Accord advanced the issue. However, this was staréthtradicted by the then Law Advisor Mainul Hae&e
public statement at a meeting of the militant pengali settler group “Parbotto Shomo Odhikar Anddi@ he Hill
Equal Rights Movement) that the accord requiredsren.

According to thePahari members the major obstacle to the Commission's vgottkat the Act itself deviates from
the structure and functions as laid down in theokdc The discrepancies include the (i) jurisdictibarea of the
Commission and the (ii) vesting of near-absoluteoi&e powers upon the chairperson in case of rdmseof
consensus among the members.

Since its establishment theand Disputes Settlement Commisshas remained non-functional. A major reason,
according to the aboriginahembers is that the Act itself deviates from thracttire and functions as laid down in
the Accord. The discrepancies include jurisdictlcr@a of the Accord and the vesting of near-alteoheto-like
powers upon the Chairperson in case of absenaenseasus amongst the members.

The fate of the Refugee Task Force is similar & tif the Land Commission. After much delay, thev&oment
reconstituted it with new members in 2004. But thesk Force too has remained non-functional.

Land grabbing and loss of control over natural ueses were the single most important issue foitibasisin the
plains. The events surrounding the Phulbari CoaleM®roject in Dinajpur were most significant insthégard. Coal
was first discovered in Phulbari in mid-1990s by BBHan Australian company. The licensing and investm
agreements that BHP subsequently entered intoth@lGovernment of Bangladesh were acquired by Baiergy
PLC in 1998.
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The company planned to extract coal through thenepit' system, which would have led to displacenoéralf a
million people, including 50,008dibasis, largely from the Santal, Oraon and Munda comnmesiifrom Phulbari
and adjacent upazillas of Birampur, Parbatipur ldatabganj, as claimed by the National Committertgect Oll,
Gas, Mineral Resources, Electricity and Ports. ASiargy's own estimates put the number of potedisgllaced at
about 50,000 persons including 2,500 fromAldéasigroups.

In September 2005, the Environmental AssessmenbriRep Asia Energy was approved by the Departmént o
Environment of the Government of Bangladesh, foifwvhich, in October 2005; Asia Energy submittetlla
proposal to the Government for approval. From M@@3 onward, through a sub-contractor, Asia Enetgyted
some pre-exploratory work in the area. This triggemassive protests from the local population awkived
support in other parts of the country. In one ieaig on 26 August, the police opened fire on ttagstors, killing
four persons on the spot and injuring dozens. Te,dhe results of any investigation into the pwliting have not
been made public, nor have those responsible bemmiit to account. Asia Energy has currently sudedrits
activities.

Asia Energy claimed that it had compensated everyaffected by its activities on the basis of thesdRdement
Plan andAdibasiPeople's Development Plan it had prepared, whicbrporated the findings and recommendations
of the Environmental and Social Impact Assessmaraccordance with international best practicesluiding the
Equator Principles, the World Bank and Asian Depaient Bank (ADB) guideline®. Asia Energy, however, never
fully disclosed its resettlement package. It deneginffom the Government special legislation for asitjon of
land. Furthermore, any rehabilitation/ resettlenpatkage needed to take into account the specifiditons of the
Adibasis For them, land is not only a means to produce<ior their livelihood; it is part of their colliéee
identity. Any future resettlement initiative, hovesvgenerous it may be in financial terms, would oty disrupt
their livelihood security, it could also potentialfesult in jeopardizing their collective identignd lifestyles,
particularly if the families were re-settled in #eaed areas.

Other reports of land grabbing are related toRh&haingsn the districts of Patuakhali and Barisal. Theygeive
their lands as places of worship, yet as their famn has dwindled being gradually forced to migralsewhere,
mostly to Myanmar, they do not have the meansdistéhe local, influential groups of land-grabb®rs

Resistance to eco-parks and forestation progranmtgethe Department of Forests has been strong iatgre
Mymensingh and Sylhet regions. When the Governraedertook the construction of a boundary wall idesrto
demarcate and create an eco-park in 2002 in thehivmd forests in Mymensingh, th&dibasisprotested. The
Government ignored their protests and continuednfdement its plans. In the course of events, timeea forest
guards together with police fired on a peaceful destration in January 2004 and killed Piren Snak of the
protesters. Till date, no one has been held acablefor this killing. In another incident, on 22igust 2006, the
forest guards fired on th&dibasiwomen who went into the forests to collect dry ksaand branches for firewood.
A woman called Cecilia Snal received serious bulleunds. Following the killing of Piren Snal, th@w@rnment
postponed the eco-park project, but harassmentirimdidation by the Forest Department officials teof in
collusion with law and order forces, were repoitethe media during the ye#t.

Similar encroachments on the traditional commumal mdividually owned lands of thiéhasi community by the
Forest Department continued in the greater Sylegton. ManyKhasi people faced forcible eviction from their
traditional homesteadpynjis) where they grew betel leaves as their princigat] often only, means of livelihood.
The eco-park project was merely postponed, notedbtt In the meantime, harassment and intimidatibthe
community bymastansin collusion with local police, has reportedly dad on®®

A three decade long policy of resettlement and figation, in which heavy military presence was adplieit
deciding force, has made it possible for Bengdtiexs to occupy land in the CHT - reducing the &apopulation

2 Dainik SangbadDhaka, 29 June 2006
21 Ibid
2 Dainik ShamokalDhaka, 24 April 2006Dainik Prothom Alg Dhaka, 15 May and 23 August 2006

2 Daink Prothom Alo29 September 2006
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from a one-time majority to roughly 50-60 per cehthe population. This trend continued in 2007thwiases of
Bengali settlers reportedly displacing Paharis grathbing lands-particularly in Khagrachari distric¥.

In the case of Sadhana Tila, Buddhist monks of ditdton Centre were allegedly ordered to leavel8rAugust
2007 by the local Army Zone Commander in ordertlfier area to be used for rehabilitation of 800 Bérfgmilies.
Ultimately, Bengali families were not resettledrégaeThroughout the year 2007, reports of similaresacontinued,
some in the national media but the majority as thof mouth’ from local eyewitnesses. While thessdents need
to be independently verified, what is undeniablaclis the sheer number of such allegations andubrll trend
of dispossession of and eviction from land of thgigenous ethnic communities, with the governmeatimery —
most prominently the security forces — being camtyaalleged to be implicated. One prominent examphs the
Ruma Army Cantonment, which announced plans to rekpghe garrison by 7,570 acres, and reportedlyredie
more than 4,000 Mro indigenous families to vachgeland®

Sorogini Choumbugong was a Garo woman; she inlde@&acre land as a Nocona. She left East Pakistan
alongwith her husband. She took shelter in Indiaing) the liberation war in 1971. After independenshe
returned to her motherland. Some local Bangaliatispssed her from land. She got possession oathddh By

this time her husband died but she was not hopeBtss continued her livelihood. But her Bangli idigurs tried

to take possession of the land for her helplessliion but failed. So they appointed some termrduttingshal
trees. Sorogini sought assistance form local pdiation and forest officers but they denied &ssidier. Now she
apprehends danger to her life in every moment.

Reservation of forest notification was published1i®89. Recently in some reservation area, a kst been
prepared. The aboriginal settlers have been evifitom that reservation area. The activities @& #to-park,
National Horticulture should be stopped becauseiitails the aboriginal rights. In Modhupur the Aiginal lands
should be specified. Land commission should be éorrso that it can restore dispossessed land. lmeGyh the
name of making forest Khasian lands have been gatjui

Jotish Dufu (72) is a farmer, he lives in Satarlde has 7-acre land. Of the 7-acre land he intteBtacre land
which was enjoyed over 250 years by his ancestue. r€st 2-acre land he gets as a land less peivgle lgy Land
Ministry (according to Article 95 order 1/1394). &hland (Mouza: Rasulpur, Khatian: 1) was distroliby the
Deputy Commissioner Abidur Rahman effective for @tgust 1995 to 9 October 2008) 99 years. But thadL
Office declared the land &bas landand said that land would be included within the{park area. Jotish protested
it. Then land office freed the homestead but kbpirtcontrol on the 2-acre land. Land office planseme foreign
trees there and Jotish was wiped out. So, landeoffled 3 false litigations against Jotish. Hargked banana
seedlings but land officer often gave threats toendut banana seedlings.

Komola Sanal (50) lives in Uttar Aachik Para. Hasband is sick. So, she along with her husbandthér works
in the field. Her elder son went to India durikgderia revoltin 1957, and did not return. Her second son warks
confectionary. Her daughter works as Home Assigtan@ Korean house at Dhaka. During paddy hamngsime,
she earns Taka: 50 to 70 daily where a male warktire same labour, get double wages, she canoatiprproper
medical treatment owing to lack of money. They kache from Banaichiringi Para where they had 20 &amd.
But some local Bangali possessed their land byidiecethem. Local Bangali deceived them by saytingt they
were refugees. So, the government made a notditati give this land to the Bangali. In this wayey lost their
land. Then they came to Uttar Aachikpara. After oarhere she took loan from a local Bangali witghhrate
interest. Her income was so low that she couldoagtthe interest. As a result she pledged her. lakdmola Sanal
dedicated herself to misfortune but dreamed a hdppy

Raida and Rabeya Agro Complex Ltd. bought 200 &urd in Chotora Chitro Union Parishad, Pirganj Ulteaz
under Rangpur district. Eight percent (8%) of lwed was bought from aboriginal group. Some pespld land
fraudulently although they were not the owner. Thagpared false documents and allegation came from
aboriginals. Bablu Khalco (a leader of aborigiredl@ged about corruption or false documents.

% "CHT Land Dispute Commission yet to start work iryéars", Pradip Chowdhury, Sangbad, 5 January,

2007; "43 acres of land grabbed in Bandarban, huigats crisis",Dainik Prothom AloDhak, 7January
2007; "Land grabbers enjoy blessings of administnadfficials", The Daily StarDhaka, 8 January 2007.
Qurratul-Ain Tahmina, "7,500 Acres of Land to bak&n for Ruma CantonmenDaink Prothom Alo,
Dhaka, 13 July 2007

31
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Eco-park is being erected in that land. This pbjeas taken by the Former State Minister LutfuhfRan Khan.
We see in aforesaid chapter that aboriginals hig¥rtsrto land. This right is called traditionalleative ownership.
But the Government never intends to recognizeriglst. Even the government has contriveed to dusint from
their land. They have been ousted form their lanthe name of so-called “Development Project”. mEgkes are
endless. Most incidents of forced occupation wélegedly perpetrated by the rehabilitated Bangal@nmonly
known as ‘settlers’, reportedly with assistance @matkection provided by military personnels.

The most egregious incident took place in Maheschesulting in the loss of properties and homedseat several
hundred indigenous inhabitants, and reported réperae aboriginavomen. The incident was triggered by forcible
occupation of lands by the Bangali ‘settlers' inHdschari union in Mahalchari thana of Khagrachastridt. The
‘settlers' occupied a Buddhist temple and its land;hed the huts around it and constructed nevedmuOn 21
May 2006, the Managing Committee of the templeecatbn the UNO of Maheschari to resolve the dispAte.
meeting convened by the UNO was ignored by thelésst who again constructed 35 more houses. Thieepo
demolished the houses on 25 May. A few days laterl4 June, the ‘settlers' again set fire to thmpte and
constructed 40 more houses. Tdibashivillagers submitted a memorandum to the Prime Ninidemanding that
their land seized by the ‘settlers' be returnetthémn. But no action seemed to have been téken.

There have been other attempts at forcible seinfiland belonging toAdibass with direct support or at least
connivance of the State. An important case involbedthreat of eviction of more than 400 predomilyalkhyang
families in the Rajasthali upazilla of Rangamatituct ostensibly for use of the area for industpiarposes. Their
land was reportedly requisitioned by the Forestdpent for forestation with pulpwood trees in thte 1980s.
But after protests by thédibasis the action was postponed. For reasons still texified by the concerned
authority, the initiative was again revived in 208#ting at serious jeoparglyum cultivation, which is a source of
livelihood for all the familie$® CHT residents, both Adibasis and Bangalis, areatemed by a proposal of the
Ministry of Environment and Forests to create nesgérved forests' on more than 200,000 acres dfitaall three
districts.

In a similar incident, 50 families from the Chaknomunity in the Naikhyangchari Upazilla of Bandarliistrict
were, reportedly, threatened with eviction fromittdaumland. The district administration without any coltstion
with the Chaks,in mid 1990s, leased about 200 acres of land terakindividuals including the British American
Tobacco Company (BATCY. It started planting Acacia trees on the leased tam 25 June 2006 in the presence of
the Upazilla Land Officer. They stopped their aititds only after vehement protests by the Chaktha\gh further
tree planting was not resumed in the following rhenthe threat of dispossession of land continadedm large
for the Chaks®

Deception in the name of assistance

Some NGOs has come forward to accelerate the dawelot of aboriginals. It is true that a small numbgé
aboriginals are benefited by their development @ogne. But it is emphatically true that some NG@eile the
aboriginals. NGO collects money (technical suppfain various foreign donor organizations.

It gets a huge amount of money but it spends al pogion of donated money for the welfare of the@ginals. It
is also a corrupted sector. It has lack of accahility in the true sense of the term, aboriginadéve not been
properly benefited. Rather they have become podrkey are losing their own culture, religion andtual
organization. They are now in a complicated coaditBasically, the aboriginals all around the waté deceived
by the NGOs. An Australian aboriginal expressedghief about the NGOs activities in such way.

“If you (NGOs) want to develop us, please returtydor home again if you consider our struggle iarystruggle;
join with us to work together®® By this expression we can easily guess abouteéhescenario of deception by
NGOs.

32 http://www.angelfire.com/ab/jumma/settlers/landalgsing.html

= Dainik Jugantor Dhaka, 24 August 2006
2: Dainik SangbaglDhaka, 27 August 2006
Ibid.

36 Dainik Prothom AloDhaka, 7 September 2007
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Taking away from Right to Culture and Education

The tribal people (Living in the Chittagong Hill ess) who are more advanced educationally and fialinc
practically outnumbered the aboriginals in casesadrission into colleges and universities as wsllira job
opportunities. Ministry of Education has issued adstrative order for the admission of the disadaeged classes
of people into colleges and universities. In mosthe cases tribal students outnumber the abotiginalents.
Government should be persuaded to issue separdg¢e for preserving seats for the aboriginal stusléntthe
colleges and universities. Even after obtainingréegaboriginals rarely get any government job.ré&taee several
aboriginal graduates who are serving in the NG@bvaorking in the agricultural sectors. They may hetable to
compete for the higher posts in the governmenticesy but they may get jobs in the lower governnsamvices.
Provisions should be made for the preservatioreafssfor aboriginal in the government services.

Every race or caste has its own identity. It isregped by their own culture. The aboriginals assnptheir culture
because their cultures are being neglected by dkergment and NGOs. So there are some aboriginatshave
completely forgotten their own culture. They are taught by their mother tongue. The Governmentngaid
consideration to the issue.

A language is not just combination of words or ptansymbols. It is the history of a tribe or aioat a result of
thousand years of experiences, glorious lifestyless means of communication as well as the exgoesof a
peoples heart, which precedes civilization.

Aboriginals’ religion and language are crying silgnBangladesh is a multi-language based country these
languages are about to be extinct. Bhujpuri, Baniglirmi, Rajbanshi, these languages have alreadn be
vanished” UNESCO said that everyday we are losing a languBgegladesh has almost 73 aboriginals’ caste.
They have 68 types of language. Among these laregadyt languages are about to be extinct. The itigsor
cannot think of the necessity of their own language medium of instruction.

Naturally human beings can only express themseliseslutely through their mother tongue. But weiafleenced

too much nowadays by circumstances and merging orginal identity into the mainstream, English€ed

colonial culture. Amidst the excitement and aggrkessess, we forgot to show proper love and respeaiur

indigenous culture. Because of less practice imste@am media, development process and the musetegth of
dominant culture and language, not only the smalifértile language and culture of ours pass awgyiece of our
world is gone as well. Half of the 6,000 or so laages spoken in the world are under threat. Lasttbhenturies
thousand languages passed way at a dramatic ingggaace of English-cantered modernization, espgdiathe

Americas and Australia. At the present moment,\@rage 2 indigenous languages per month are diadppgedue
to improper record of wisdom alighted in that laage.

21 February is declared as theter national Mother Language Day by the UNESCO. After giving this declaration
there is no doubt that, every language is equainbrgality minority’s culture is being destroyey imajor culture or
globalisation. Household census of small ethniagsoin Bangladesh: A mapping exercise written byhitomad
Rafi (Director of BRAC) is written about the langeaof ethnic He said that there are no people &alspn
Bhujpuri, Bangali, Kurmi, Rajbangshi, language, the other hand. The total number of (51) aborigiceste is
soless including Bagdi, Sadri, Pathanl, Beda, dippr step is not taken these will lose. There mall be found a
single person to speak on that language.

Mohammad Rafi said about the reason for extinabibtine language. There is the influence of othétucel and the
Government does not response to preserve the lgagiais influence is much upon the Non-Bangalirigjiaal

who liked plain land than that of Hill tract peopldost of the aboriginals are being bound to use Blangla
language including their mother language. It ib¢odone for searching food or livelihood. Somehef &boriginals
do not speak their own mother language. They &eédathat they may be easily identified on whidsie they
belong. Some where the mother does not teachchitir by her own language because they think meceairgty, if

they can mix with the majority group language. Agaiome aboriginals (on the basis of language¥aminor that
they will not able to demand their right.

Somebody alleged that aboriginals are being dethdteam their own culture by the activities of NG@sd
Missionaries. Mass media (including Radio, TV, athewspapers etc.) has also far reaching effect &mishing
aboriginal language because all the programmesra@casted of Bangla or English language. Accgrdiinthe

3 Dainik Prothom AloDhaka, 20 February 2008
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census only 42% of Aboriginal desired to learn lhgit own mother language, 52% aboriginal desirelkdéon by
their own mother language along with Bangla languaj2% people wanted to learn Bangla, English thed
mother language. 31.9% people desired to learn Bahgla language because they think that theyiaoehected
group to remove this problem, they desired to learly Bangla. The census said that the group wisidsigger in
number. It has more affection to their own languaenost 03.% aboriginal children go to school tugre is no
difference between the rate of girls and boys (8tlgoing boys rate 65%, girls rate 62.9%). The moals have
their own language but every language has no its alwhabet. Only 23 to 28 aboriginal languages gesssheir
own alphabet. Chakma, Marma, Monipuri are able dedutheir own alphabet Santal, Munda, Mahato ete. u
Roman alphabet to express their language andstligrie with the assistance of the missionariesgBaaiphabet is
being used by the Tripura and Monipuri to expréssrtmother language.

More alphabets were prepared by Menley More in 18&6in 1996 Men Rum More prepared a more alphatet
“Rien” font with the assistance of the public Healktentre. The more language (presenud & development
committee enacted some book relating to languageesubject of mathematic, language, environmagriculture
etc. This is made for the students of class ame and three.

Bangla language was also in neglected conditionrbef952 but now. Majority people speak in Bangle ithe
state language. So, It hinders other language \eldg or practice, Because, Bangla is sole mediomedflucation
and communication. So the aboriginal people get tportunity to cultivate their own culture. Rigo education
must be facilitated in mother language. In our Gtut#on there is no special provision relatinglamguage except
Bangla. Although, there is a provision relatingdiher religion. In second chapter of the “Prim&gucation
Development Project” prepared by the Education i it recommends to prepare some instrument twhan
develop the Aboriginal language. But even now, glosernment did not take any initiative to impleméhis
recommendation. The government is the cardinaldiaarto preserve aboriginal culture and languaghik regard
constitutional safeguard should be given. Discration should be eliminated in the case of senig tearned
their own language should give equal facility.Héte is no any economic discrimination then therigbwls who
are afraid of learning their own language shalébeouraged.

UNESCO prepared an Instrument According to thigrimsent 82% of total population can get facilityiéarn their
own mother language. The rest of the people dogebthis facility. According to a census in 199% ttate of
literacy is 14.1% of the total aboriginal amongsthercent male representing 20.5% female represeni81% the
total number of aboriginal in our country is alm@stlakh. If we add 3 lakh Bihari people speakindJrdu, there
are 23 lakh people who are not Bangali, they havany special facility to teach them in their ovanguage.

Right to Information: Continuing ban on Mobile Phoas

The mobile phone revolution is one of the huge sssctories of Bangladeshi business sector, groframg less
than one million phones in 1996 to 30 million sufisers today. Yet in the midst of this huge growdh,three
districts of CHT- Bandarban, Khagrachari, Rangamatimained almost completely outside the mobile ghon
coverage grid, due to a de facto ban. The badisedban was not clear, though the justificationaapptly given by
the local authorities was that any other situatiamuld help the "insurgerguerilla forces.” This in spite of the fact
that the majority of such forces had, since 1991 ,down arms and joined civilian life. The mobileome blackout
had caused a huge negative impact to the develdpohénisiness and commerce in the area. In anvieter Raja
Devasish Roy expressed his hope that the Governwmarid lift the ban on mobile phones in the regioriate in
the year, the Government sought to impose restriston events relating #dibasirights. One repott alleged that
the Home Ministry had issued an instruction askanghorities to "prevent intellectuals and emineatspnalities
from attending functions organised by ethnic mitiesi" This was in line with a report allegedly mitied to the
offices of the President, Chief Adviser, Home MinjsInspector General of Police and Dhaka MetritgolPolice
Commissioner which said, “Necessary measures shoellthken so that the editors, left-leaning paditis and
eminent personalities do not participate in thegpmmes.” The Home Ministry allegedly sent a not¢his effect
to the Information Ministry on 11 October 2007 aslivas to Bangladesh Television and BangladeshrBétae

8 "Seeing everything through security eyeglasses avtnel a mistake", Raja Devasish Roy interview in

Dainik Prothom Alo17 June 2007. [Ed Note: The mobile phone netwak ultimately made operational
in the CHT from 28 March, 2008]

"Government plans curbs on indigenous peoplefggig26 January 2008,
http://www.jpnuk.org.uk/news/jan2008/26jan08.html

39
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instructions would arguably make it impossible widh in the future, events such as Internationay D& the
World's Indigenous Peoples, events by BangladeshaatForum and Bangladesh Adibasi Odhikar Andolan.

Implementing Human Rights of the Aboriginals

Bangladesh is a democratic country; the membepadiament are directly elected by the people. Gtreernment
has a plenary role to ensure the rights of the lgedips the duty of the government to establisé tule of law. The
aboriginals are the citizens of Bangladesh. Sogthernment is to bind to protect and ensure thigits. Like
Government, the NGOs also have the duty for enguriman rights of the aboriginals. In addition liist every
citizen has also duties to them. If we become donscthey can happily live with us.

The government should give attention to where gjiwails are being exploited in case of economidggia, culture
or education. One should realise that they areatsets of the state. They may be the effectivengartfor
development. They directly participate in the detiteproduction system. They are also the citizéges other
citizens. So, they have also recognized congiitatirights.

NGOs as well as the government can come forwarthimwelfare of the aboriginals. Very often goveemindoes
not pay heed to them. But NGOs try their welfale makes advertisement in favour of the rightshef aboriginals.
It files suit in favour of them. It provides eduicat facilities. There is an allegation that NGCGeceive them.
Transparency International of Bangladesh (TIB) regzh “NGOs are the most corrupted sector in Bategh. It
has lacks of proper accountability and economiwesaly”. In such circumstances, the government shtake
proper initiatives to ensure the accountabilitylaf NGOs in terms of their activities.

In fact a joint and mutual cooperation among gonent, NGOs and the citizens are necessary foreeptogress
of the rights of the aboriginals. Beside this, Bengali class people should grow a positive andpetative
mentality. In the next chapter what should be dar@der to the betterment of the aboriginalstarke discussed.

Recommendation for Ensuring Human Rights of the Aboriginals

There is an urgent need to safeguard the fundainegités of theAdibass, to uphold their human dignity. It is
necessary to promote a culture of diversity, planaland mutual tolerance for the growth of any fetdemocratic
society.

The nature of discrimination, abuse and violatidnfundamental rights of thédibasis demands institutional
interventions to prevent further erosion of righted to hold the perpetrators to account. More inguhy, it calls

for pro-active initiatives by the Government in t@arlar, by other relevant stakeholders and thd sieciety in

general, to protect the rights of the aboriginals.

Our text based study and field level research haed to find out the ways to emancipate the aloaig from
torture and deprivation. We believe that by considea subject with full concentration rather thamsidering it
lightly we can reach a possible comprehensive imoluThe state and its influential Bangali classpgde neighbour
consider the aboriginal issues with concentrat®ome specific suggestions can be made for theeentifare of
the aboriginals.

This is known to all that the key responsibility@nsure human rights of the aboriginals goes t@twernment. A
universal call can be convene to all including gowernment, the civil society and NGOs all to péptte for
performing duties and follow the recommendatiors Hire made on the basis of this research.

In the Economic Field

The condition of a nation can be known by its ecopoThe economic condition of the aboriginals ohBladesh is
very fragile as their other conditions are. In thet chapter we discussed the economic paupensaticthe
aboriginals. Now we submit specific following sugtiens to recover those:

0] The government should have a comprehensive econpfait for the economic progress of the
aboriginals. In that plan specific guidelines slkio¢ offered. This should be done in consultatidh w
the various economic classes of the aboriginalghénplan effective steps should be maintained in
order to resist economic marginalization of theragioals.

(i) Local government should come forward to let therigmals enter into the local markets more easily.
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(iii) For the above purpose local Bangali businessmenldhm-operate them. By implementing this, a
good understanding should be created through mtrugtland reliability among the representatives of
both Bangalis and aboriginals.

(iv) Presence of mid-level beneficiaries in the markehostly responsible for the economic pauperization
of the aboriginals. Administrative interference aasist them. The government should take steps to
open the doors of the market for the entry of theriginal producers.

In the Cultural Field

We observed that the culture of aboriginals is dasith manifold pressures for years these presshage almost
destroyed their culture. Many unique charactegstittheir culture have already lost. Thereforeuwral rebuilding
is a tough journey. Reaching this goal needs coadpe approach and initiatives from the governm&téte can do
the following things:

0] State can establish a separate cultural reseantteaghere the aboriginals can attach their owtucel
with this centre. The aboriginals, in this way, nrayhink of their culture, work to develop that and
exercise newer culture of their own.

(i) Governmental economic plans and development psjacist be consistent with aboriginals’ cultural
environment. The government must not take suchainies that may destroy the culture of the
aboriginals. Anti-cultural effects and reactioriglmbalization should be regularly inspected bat&t
level initiators.

(i) The government should financially assist the alwaig in their various cultural programmes.
Besides, cultural rebuilding may be accomplishedouph establishing special museum and
information centre which will preserve the cultugattern, graphics and other information of the
aboriginals.

(iv) Side by side, thehurch also can play a vital role here. Gentle and cactitre behaviour of the
churchcan accelerate this cultural rebuilding. Tdeurch authority should come forward to establish
for specific identification of the aboriginals.

Language and education are two of the most vitahpmnents of a culture. We propose the followingcjme
suggestions regarding these:

(i) Language is the main medium of cultural communicatiA language of its own is vital for the
survival of a culture. Many languages of the abioets have almost lost their key facade. The
government can conduct the aboriginal childrerislgtin their own language. Their textbooks may be
published in their mother language. The governmaay initiate a sub-regional language centre where
various books, journals etc. may be published.

(i) Government and NGOs may come forward to establiBbals and other educational institutions for
the aboriginals. The aboriginal students shouldjilzen more opportunities to have the higher studies
by quota system. Their text books should contaimeniriformation and description on their culturé. 1
is possible to bring about a positive change indtiecation for the children of aboriginals throwgh
introduction of multi-lingual education system.

Land Rights and other Fields
“There is no greater sorrow in the earth than tdsmne’s own native land.”
-- Euripides, Philosopher.

Aboriginals’ lands are inextricably connected witieir life. The aboriginals, the children of thetura, have been
maintaining a deep spiritual and at the same tiom@mic relation with lands. However, this reshasbhows a
different and quite unexpected picture on thisésale observed that ti@arosin Haluaghat, Mymensingh and
Modhupur of Tangail have gradually become landlabsurers. The government should take an immediafe in
this issue. In land problems of the aboriginalsmake the following recommendations:

0] The State should form a land commission having golver to enquire and settle dispute of
lands between Bangalis and aboriginals of plaid.lan



(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

(Vi)
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The government should enact a complete statuteetognise the collective traditional
ownership of land by the aboriginals.

Section 97 of thétate Acquisition Tenancy At950 should be amended in such a manner
that complexity in field level be solved.

In solving dispute the local authority should be rena@autious and impartial. Proper
representation of the aboriginals should be enstinee.

The government should consult the concerned lobakiginals if they commence any
development work or project. The government shawdt impose anything in the name of
development.

The government should stop eco-park project in Mipdin of Tangail. The government
should obey and implement the concerned internaltiveaties.

The collective ownership of land of the aboriginsit®uld be recognised by the government.
The aboriginals should be given sufficient oppoitiuto enter in to the forest and freely have
their livelihood from there.

In order to rehabilitate the aboriginals the follogisteps may be taken:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

To conduct a survey in order to assess the actwwabar of aboriginals in Bangladesh and
also to locate their living places.

Land settlement records of the concerned areas 4i8¢4 are to be checked in order to find
out the names of the aboriginals in the originaldlaecords. Those old records can be
collected from the district or Thana Tahshil recoffices.

The government should to check the transfer deédands of the aboriginals since 1974,
how and why these lands were transferred in sfitthe existence of laws restricting the
transfer of aboriginal property. Original deeds damn collected from registration volume
books in the office of the lands register of thaaarned areas.

To find out who are presently occupying the lamgi®viously occupied by the aboriginal
people.

To find out the means to rehabilitate the abogbto their original lands either through court
or by paying compensations by the present occupants

As the aboriginals are illiterate, they do not havy knowledge about laws of the land as
such their rights to sue for recovery of their mdp cannot be extinct by imposition of
limitation.

More specific suggestions can be made separatetizdahill areas and for the plain lands.

In the Chittagong Hill Tracts—

immediate steps for implementation of the CHT PeAceord, including activating the key conflict
resolution mechanisms (e.g. Land Dispute Settlel@emimission, Refugee Task Force, etc.),

immediate steps to stop encroachment of land in &@idimla, Khagrachari, Maischari, Mahalchari,
Dighinala and other parts of the CHT,

the right to freedom of association (e.g. HTNF),

lease of lands belonging to ti&haksin Naikhyangchari, any future leasing of land famumercial

purposes,

order declaring a ‘reserved forest' in respect afdl enjoyed by th&yangs and otherAdibashisin
Rajasthali and in other areas as declared sincesliadhe CHT,

a ban on demarcating any more ‘reserved foresteeiCHT.
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In the Plains—
- aseparate Land Settlement Commission foAtieashisin the plains,
- the eco park projects in Mymensingh and Sylhetcffidials responsible for violence in these areas,

Protecting Customary Institutions

The social structure of the aboriginals is embledlé with various customary characteristics andtingins. Their
customary institutions are about to be abolishethtgrnal and international pressure on their caltiNonetheless
these institutions of the aboriginals can surviyeheir own initiatives. Therefore, primary step®sld be taken by
the aboriginals themselves. Besides, State canthaki®llowing steps:

0] The State can initiate specific plan to protectd¢hstomary institutions of the aboriginals. At game
time newer institutions can be established. Théasoastoms of the aboriginals can be cherished and
nourished there.

(i) The government can establish a State-aided forurooirsultation with the representatives of the
communities where popular and honourable aborigingll work. The forum may be formed in each
aboriginal community or among the entire aboriginadllectively. The forum may play a vital role to
protect the institutions.

(i) The government may enact a legislation recognisimegjustice delivery system of the aboriginals
among them. The ordinary courts of the land witlognise the judicial decisions of the aboriginals.

Ensuring Representation

Ensuring democracy and good governance there hakernative except representation in the governierevery

development initiative and policy making for theodbinals the aboriginals must be properly représgnThe prior
experiences prove that development work was destray failed because the concerned aboriginals wete
consulted. Therefore, in every stage of plannindjiexplementing anything the local consultation imast.

In order to ensure more effective representatiahefaboriginals they may be given opportunity agtipipate more
in every State apparatus, from local governmeptttiament.

Civil and Media Awareness

Lack of information or information scarcity oftemeates miseries and misunderstandings. The infaleBangali
people, the neighbours of the aboriginal do notwkaaything significant on the aboriginals and witety know are
mostly not correct. This absence of knowledge é&ating mutual doubt and enmity. Therefore civil eamess is a
must also. In order to reach the expected resdt{dllowing things can be done:

(i) The press and mass media can play more significd@tin preventing the oppression, torture and
harassment, in empowering, in preserving humantgjgihe traditional art, culture and indigenous
knowledge and above all in proper development efahoriginals. In fact through ensuring the direct
involvement and active participation of some of tlepresentatives from the potential aboriginal
people in the press and mass media, it may belpedsi ensure the sustainable, stable and balanced
development and to ensure the human rights of bbeiginals. At the same time through raising their
voice it may be possible to impose pressure upen@Gbhvernment and the donor agencies to adopt
necessary development programs for their socio@oan education and health related up-gradation.
This is media that can bring about the key chamyése public sentiment regarding the aboriginhis.
the print media lifestyle, culture, social struetureligious faith etc. of the aboriginals may be
published as articles for example. Community basetile journalism may work effectively in this
regard.

(ii) Unfortunately our textbooks give some misinformation the aboriginals. Moreover, the books
contain such writings that often mean that the igirwals are foreigner. This should be removed sb th
we can give the right idea on the aboriginals.

(iii) To develop the relation between aboriginals andgBkee the aboriginals also should come forward
with free mind. The aboriginal intellectuals caayh very vital role in this regard. They may prease
their culture, lifestyle, faith and rights.
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Constitutional Recognition

The government should ensure constitutional redmgnbf the rights of the aboriginals in the plaiasd in the
CHT. They should also effectively implement exigtioonstitutional provisions on affirmative actiamd equal
opportunities for all without discrimination on gmuds of race, religion and language.

The Constitution of Bangladesh is basically a oatom-centric document. It does not observe thsterce of the
aboriginal people. The reality is that this silefeders the development of a multi-cultural socidoreover, this
approach made us thinking that the aboriginalfaegner in this country. These aboriginals neeclaustitutional
recognition. However, the extreme nationalists dogic that if the recognition is given the Statéegrity will be

threatened. In answer to these argument states:

0] If the Constitutional recognition is given, the agmals will be accepted by the highest documerfits
the State which will give a self-identity to them.

(i) If the aboriginals while keeping their own uniquesdecome the development partner of the country,
the country will get a industrious producer grobattwill play a positive role in the entire econoofy
Bangladesh. The constitutional recognition hasfation this goal.

This constitutional recognition should be accomedridy a change in our attitude, approach and miraise.

The long-term interest of any state is to fostententment, peace and development. That is possitile by

respecting true self-determination. The right df-determination should not only be equated with theation of a
new state. Bangladesh has ratified the ICCPR aedrtternational Covenant on Economic, Social anttutal

Rights (ICESCR). Article 1 of both covenants redddt peoples have the right of self-determinati®y. virtue of

that right they freely determine their politicalakts and freely pursue their economic, social antuml

development.” This right cannot be denied to ind@es peoples, including those in Bangladesh.

The link between self-determination and democraagtrbe strengthened in theory and in practice.vitience we
see around us is not generated by the drive fédsétrmination, but by its denial. The denial efgletermination,
not its pursuit, is what leads to upheavals andlicts The denial of self-determination is essalhfiincompatible
with true democracy.

The government should expand the mandate of thMdtHuman Rights Commission to conduct a largaesc
research on representation of religious and ethmiwrities in public, private, education, governmetefence,
police and all other employment sectors. It shoetdure effective implementation of existing quatapublic
service and implementation of fair recruitment gies and non-discriminatory practices (on groumttuing sex,
race, religion, disability, age, language) in bptiblic and private bodies. The government shoullg fmplement
1997 Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord, with priorityvgn to withdrawal of security camps from the Higélgion. The
following actions are taken further:

(i) The government should take initiative to eradiatesorts of administrative discriminations ovee th
aboriginals. On the matters of aboriginals, aboats themselves should be appointed. In this regard
quota system should be developed so that the abalsgnay have opportunity to participate more.

(ii) The policy makers of the State should give speaftdntion to stop economic suppression on the
aboriginals. The mid-level beneficiaries shouldrbenitored. The State will encourage and assist to
make the products of the aboriginals enter the etarkeely.

(i) The government should take initiative to solve shés betweerGarosof Modhupur and local forest
department quickly.

(iv) The civil society may play important roles by agary seminar, symposium to change the State
attitude positively on the aboriginals. Hopefullgig will affect the policy making of the State
positively.

(v) In national budget specific and sufficient monegugd be granted for the aboriginals. Beside tthis, t

State should give sufficient wealth to the abordgrso that they may implement their own plans.

(vi) Origin-knowledge is a big topic of research nowadayhis is high time we preserved the origin-
knowledge of the aboriginals. The State can forrmatitute for this.
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(vii) The State should come forward to make an effectivetrol and supervision of the NGOs in
Aboriginals’ area. State will restrict the actionf the NGOs that go against the interest of the
aboriginals.

(viii) The government should ratify the concerned intéonat treaties that it has signed. Moreover the
government should try to implement those treatjetolits best possible effort.

Government has never shown any sort of concerthéoproblems of the aboriginals; it is their righist privileges.
They can demand these as citizens of the couriris hot enough to secure vague commitments froe th
government; the aim should be to persuade the gment to make a valid commitment to target agawisth
their performance can be judged. Aboriginal proldeshould be included in the national targets. Gawegnment
alone with its limited resources cannot come fodvéor this work. The voluntary organizations, NGOs
individuals should be encouraged to finance thegitation of the aboriginal of Bangladesh andesétvem from
extinction before it is too late.

Conclusions

What was the objective of our independence? Whatldibe the goal of a State? The importance ofréggarch
will be found in the answers of the questions. Thithe State who is to take the responsibilitghgure a beautiful
future of the aboriginals. But in the human history right was given until it was demanded. Thereftre
aboriginals themselves should come forward claintivegr rights to the State. We believe that therigiiwals with
the assistance of all will be able to create a ezl future for them. The job is definitely toudput while living in
the valley of deatlthe aboriginals have no alternative to think ottisew

To establish the rights of the aboriginals’ smaidl &ig human rights NGOs, society-conscious miliai citizens
raise their voices worldwide. It persistently en@ges us. The main theme of the First Aboriginasddle declared
by the UN from 1995 to 2004 was "Partnership iniéwwt The decade was preceded by the Internatigeal of

the World's Indigenous People, 1993, whose thems ‘®aNew Partnership”. 1 January 2005 heralded the
beginning of the Second International Decade fdigenous Peoples. The UN has declared 2005 to @9 B&cond
Aboriginals Decade. The United Nations has alsdaded 9 August as World Aboriginals Day which isrge
observed worldwide every year.

When the International Indigenous Year was declaitedas hoped that a new and respectful partnerataiuld
emerge between indigenous peoples, states, they&tbihs and other sections of society. Similarlyyédis hoped that
the Decade would foster more effective mechanismgrotect indigenous peoples' rights. In particuthree
specific targets were set for the Decade, two dEwhave since been fulfilled. One of these wasay@ointment of

a special UN Rapporteur on the Human Rights andd&mental Freedoms of Indigenous People. Professor D
Rodolfo Stavenhagen of Mexico has been appointealisooffice. The other fulfilled target of the Dete was the
establishment of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenssues, which reports annually to the EconomitZocial
Council (ECOSOC) and provides expert advice to EOO&nd to the UN Specialized Agencies. The thirgoma
aim of the Decade was for the UN to adopt a Detitaraon the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, whichaiesito be
fulfilled.

On 9 August 1993, the Bangladeshi indigenous psogebrated the International Year of the Wolllddigenous
People, even though the government had ignoredetieat. They demanded constitutional recognitiorthefir

cultural integrity and political status. Leadingmmgers of Bangladeshi civil society extended thelidarity to the
indigenous cause. The impact of the internatiomahts was thus felt within the country in variousys. Firstly, the
UN events led to the forging of greater unity amdtimg country's indigenous peoples. Secondly, tilied a greater
sense of pride in the indigenous identity. Thirdtyled to the growing currency of the terms "ineligus" and
"Adibasi", which has also facilitated intra-indigars unity.

The Adibasisof the country seek peace and stability in thegaa and in the whole country. In the CHT, the
indigenous people have suffered much during thgez@-conflict and will not easily support any fiettviolence in
the region. Whatever violence there is, can hopet ended, through the joint efforts of all comzal. The
indigenous peoples of the region are more thanyreado-operate with all sections of Bangladeshil ciociety to
bring forth a truly just peace in the region.

At the time of political crackdown of 2007, a fewsitive trends in Bangladesh emerged: the High Qojudgment
in 2008 regarding establishment of Sessions Caamts Nari Nirjaton Tribunals, the first meeting et CHT



Hannan / OIDA International Journal of SustainaBlevelopment 08:02 (2015) 67

Advisory Committee in seven ye&tshe emergence of more reporting and editorialdath Adibasi and Pahari
issues in the media, “Words Of People Without A Moy’;*! “Rebecca Soren takes up her brother's struggle on

Alfred Soren's death anniversaf{?’and the appointment in January 2008 of Raja DshkiaRby to the Ministry of
CHT Affairs as Special Assistant to the Chief Advis

Always our common goal was to establish such a siwgety that is free from any sort of exploitativkie are not
sure what is waiting for us in future. But our drealways supported us to reach our goal. Creatidgguified,

developed and safe homeland for our aboriginatsiisone of our main goals. Let us work togetheintplement
this small but highly expected goal. Let us buikbée Bangladesh for the aboriginals. The consgeogles should
keep in mind that, ‘United we win, divided we fall’

40

"Body to sit for first time in 7 yearsThe Daily Stay Dhaka, 29 May 2007
41

Sanjib Drong's regular op-edsDaink Prothom Alo
Daink Prothom AlpDhaka, 17 July 2007
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