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Abstract: Consumers are discarding their clothes much befoeg are fit to be thrown away.
This may be due to the fast changing fashion, as®d spending capacity and growth of the retail
industry. Disposal of clothes is not given mucbught. One of the options is to exchange them
for a value. Unique in India is a mobile door-toadaollection service of used clothes discarded
by households. This is done by men and women knasvbhandivaléan Mumbai, India. Their
livelihood depends on the bartering skill in exafparior stainless steel utensils and plastic ware.
They specialize in collecting, sorting and sellzigthes in the second-hand market. Unlike rag-
pickers, studies obhandivalewho make a living exclusively by collection and istdbution of
clothes in Mumbai are limited. This is part of agker study on these collectors of post-consumer
clothing waste in Mumbai. The objective of thisdstuwas to understand the present working
conditions and identifying the changes in their kvenvironment. A Descriptive Research Design
was selected. Both qualitative and quantitativehogblogies were used. The research Design
made use of survey non-participant observatiore sagly, oral history and narrations to elicit the
data. A semi-structured Interview schedule and mfasien schedule were used as tools to gather
primary data. The process of collecting clothesnfr@rious residential locations between Bandra
and Borivali in Western Suburbs, Thane in the EasBeiburbs and Sion and Central Mumdadl
selling old clothes at the second-hand goods mafketr Bazaar near Mumbai was observed
during the field visits in the business houffie samples were drawn through non-probability
convenience sampling design using snowball tecknig{ork of thebhandivalebusiness involves

a number of activities. Understanding the naturevofk itself, the number of hours per day
devoted to the profession, the various activitresived and the time taken for rest and breaks.
This paper also deals with the pattern of exchatige,mode of transport and the competition
faced. The increase in the high-rise residentiaktoapartments has to some extent changed the
method of collection of clothes from the residefiise security personnel of these indirectly help
in facilitating transactions for thiehandivale There is flexibility in the pattern of exchandeu$
requiring a regular cash flow that is generatedupgh sale of second-hand clothes. Direct selling
of the clothes in the second-hand market givesgashirate of return than selling the clothes
through agents calle@dhindhivale Somebhandivalehave taken up alternate occupation alongside
with the family business; has given them a betténd. They have not given up on their
traditional occupation. Thbhandivalethemselves do not realize that they are importtakes
holders in the recycling industry. As important tdiutors to the environment, they mobilize
solid waste in terms of surplus clothes generatet Mumbai households.

Keywords. Clothing waste; Collection; Second-hand clothescupational details, working
conditions.
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INTRODUCTION

ashionable goods contribute to consumption a highel than need. As consumers continue to bugteva

will continue to be created, further compounding throblem of what to do with discarded packaging,

discarded apparel and home textile products [ledUslothes can be donated, reused, recycled orasold

second-hand clothing. There is a demand for seband- clothing both in the villages and Cities.He tity

of Mumbai the collectors of old clothes from regitial areas are calledhandivale They are also called
bartanvalein some parts of India. Amoung the various methofddisposing family clothing from households in
Mumbai, one is that of exchanging them for utendilsis practice of exchanging peasant embroiderypfis in
Gujarat was started by entrepreneuphkrias (wandering traders) in the 1950s [2]. In Nandurlibey sell old
clothes in the daily market and the weekly markast, dhat is Tuesday. Transactions are done in @aghkind in the
market. At the time of exchanging old clothes wittensil, the transactions are in kind [8handivalecollect
clothes from households in exchange for utensilplastic articles for their livelihood. The utessdre purchased
from stainless steel merchants and carried dodloty in a basket or they are seen at strategiditotsain some
residential localities. These poor and illiterategmants operate during afternoon and evening htumarn their
livelihood. They walk long distances or travel byofing cabs or rickshaws for transport. They traeetlifferent
areas of the city to collect old clothes. Thesdhee are then sorted out. The wearable clothesadethrough
agents in the weekly markets (Chor Bazaar), stiglet or railway bridges in the City. Alternativeahey are sent to
remote villages to be sold. The torn and non-wdaraiothes are sold by weight to rag merchantsedall
chindhivale Only cotton clothes are further utilized as irtdas wipes [4]. These insights helped understamal t
importance obhandivalein redistribution of used clothing thus contrilmgito recycling. This paper is one aspect
of a larger study orbhandivale This part of the study was aimed at understandiveg present work related
activities, change in working conditions lafiandivale competition faced and predicting future trends. Kvafrthe
bhandivalebusiness involves a number of activities like thkection of clothes, sorting, and selling. Undargting
the nature of work itself, the number of hours gay devoted to the profession, the various actiwithvolved and
the time taken for rest and breaks.

METHODS

Descriptive Research Design was found suitabl¢hferstudy. Both qualitative and quantitative metilodies were
necessary to study the occupational details oftthide. An interview schedule was administered saraple of 52
bhandivaledrawn from unknown population through conveniesampling using snowball technique in Mumbai.
The data was collected through field survey inedght localities of the Western and Eastern SubansCentral
Mumbai and the largest second-hand clothes ma@itetr Bazaar’. An observation schedule was also.Udedt of
the indicators were quantifiable for analysis. Timelings have been presented using statistical atsttand their
theoretical implications.

Background

The sample comprised of almost an equal numberesf and women, in the age group between 21 and &8.ye
The presence of three sub-castes of tribal comiesnivere noticed, namely thé/aghri Kunchikorve and
Gondhali. The sample comprised of 50 percent Gujarati spgakiaghri from the Duttani sub-caste, about 35
percent belonged to the Marathi speakBandhaliand the remaining 15 percent to enchikorve They migrated
to Mumbai generations back and are in the tradeldfclothes by exchange of stainless steel uterisilsa
livelihood. The study on the weekly income from tihade in old clothes revealed that nearly 27 peroé the
respondents earn a weekly income of INR Rs. 300Rsto4000 and more than 63 percent of the respiséamed
a total weekly income of INR Rs. 4000 and aboveerélwas no respondent who earned less than INRORS. per
week. On the whole, a greater majority of biandivaleof theGondhalicaste seem to be earning a higher income.
The Gondhaliand Kunchikorveenjoy a better income as compared tolthandivaleof Waghri Bhandivaleof the
Waghri caste earn between Rs. 3000 and Rs. 1000 per tiverigh the sambhandivaletrade. By looking at the
income pattern of thbhandivaleit cannot be said that all in this profession laetow the poverty lineBhandivale
live in three types of families namely nuclearnjoand extended. Half of thghandivalelive in joint families,
comprising of three generations living together.légst 42 percent of tHghandivalelive in nuclear families. The
smallest nuclear family consists of five membergjdvity of the families have between five to eighémbers. A
small proportion of eight percent of the responddine as extended families. The numbers are largi@ly due to
the large number of children [5]. The collectiondaredistribution of old clothing from householdsrresa the
bhandivalea living where most are satisfied with. Nearlyftadlthem live in large joint families. Althoughely did
not keep a record of their expenses and savingg were aware of the daily outgoing expenses. Thdselived in
rented housing facilities reported that they shaihedexpenses on water and electricity. A few liiretiuts made of
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different materials. On the whole a greater majasitthebhandivaleof the Gondhali caste live in ownership flats.
The GondhaliandKunchikorvewho were living in Dharavi enjoyed better residantacilities as compared to the
Waghri who were scattered in the suburbs of Mumbai. They better neighborhoods, water, electricity faesi
and sanitation facilities within the house. ThernsIRedevelopment Scheme has greatly helped imphevhdusing
conditions, living conditions and infrastructurarefits of a majority of thehandivaleliving in Dharavi for over
two generations and involved in the trade of otidlats [6].

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION
Hours of work

Most bhandivale(63.5 percent) on an average spend at least seveight hours of work per day more in the
activities involving thebhandivaletrade. One third (32.7 percent) of tbbandivalerespondents, work for an
average of seven to eight hours a day. Table 1 shbat another one third devotes more than eightshim the
trade of old clothes. Very few (less than eightcpat) bhandivalespend four to five hours in the collection of
clothes from residential localities in Mumbai. lasvobserved during the interviews that many ofdHesilies
belonged to the nuclear families which had infamtgoung children to care for.

Table1: Hours of work

Hours of work per Frequency Percent Cumulative

day Percent
More than 8 17 32.7 32.7
/08 16 30.8 63.5
6t0 7 8 15.4 78.8
Sto6 7 13.5 92.3
4t05 7.7 100
Total 52 100

Comparing the number of hours devoted by different type of families

An eyeball view showed that the number of workirautts that are put in by the joint families is méhan the
nuclear or extended families. This may be noteHign 1 that most of thbhandivaleliving in joint families spend
more number of hours at their work involving cotlen, sorting, selling directly or through the hedfp agents.
Statistically it seems that there is only a moderagative correlation (p= -0.520) between the tpamily and
number of hours of worked devoted to the tradesiduclothes. One reason for joint families spendioege number
of hours could be that there is better supporaofify members and more helping hands in the trade.
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Fig. 1: The numbeof hours of work in different types of families

Comparison of hours devoted to work by different the sub-castes

Comparison was made in the number of working hputsin by the various sub-castes. It can be notfomth the
Fig. 2 that thédhandivalebelonging to Waghri Duttani caste spend betweetimim of five hours and more than 8
hours of work. Théhandivalebelonging to the Gondhali sub-caste of Marathi kpgpbhandivale spend more
than seven hours a day. It may be thatithendivalebelonging to the Gondhali caste are hard workihgvas
reported by one of the respondents that a lotnoé tis spent in collection of clothes from housekdtthn in direct
selling at the Chor Bazaar.

Hours of work per
day
B More than 8
H7tos
CetoT
W56
COatos

No. of hours devoted to work by resondents

T T
Gondhali Kunchikurve

Subcaste

Fig. 22 Comparison of hours of work by different sub-cagtiesings
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Work timing

The respondents were asked their work timings. §homnost respondents said that they started theik \wb
collecting old clothes at 10 A.M or 11 A.M in theoming, but it was observed that the earliest thay were seen
in the work field that is the residential areaswat before 12.15 P.M. They made their presertéyealling out
to the householders in a characteristic sing soagner Bhandi lo’ (take utensils) which often sounded lilseeh
yoh'. The timings for sales at the Chor Bazaar (as Be€ig. 4) are 4 A.M to 10.30 A.M. They leave fale work
as early as Three A.M. The collection of clothesfrhouseholds is done between 3 P.M and 7 P.Meivening.
Casel

It was observed that on returning to her home i@t Lobour Camp, Shanta efficiently managed thgkbt of

utensils and plastic tubs along with three hugedlemof clothes that were collected during the idathe elevator
as she took it up to her flat on the fourth fld®hanta had also reported that it is possible teciobld clothes from
homemakers who are housewives in the afternooarty Bours of the evening. But there are househslddo are
working women. Transactions with them in old clahean be done only after they return from officerkvo
Therefore the timings of work extend sometimes.80&.M or 9 P.M. She had then to get back and dauier for

the family.

Break during working hours

It was found that théhandivaledo not take breaks/ rest at regular intervals. @hermo fixed time of rest and
breaks for refreshments. It was also observedthwst start from their homes after a meal and hheenext meal
only after returning home late in the evening. Mafsthe breaks taken are short for tea and watevas observed
that often, the places where they take a bredtgasvn and a familiar place as seen in Fig. 3. Mdt&n these were
the places where interviews had to be taken. Fameie the vegetable vendor under a pipal tree latRérle East,
the tea stallChai ki tapri), the cycle repair shop at Daulat Nagar, Santa@/est, the ice-candy stall (golewalle ka
thela) at Kurar Village, Malad, Mahim Station, fpath on the side of Sion Hospital etc. These agame also
supportive towards thighandivalespecially in taking care of the bundles of clothbat were collected in the earlier
part of the day could be stored there before thegtvon the collection drive again to the other dingjs in the
vicinity.

]

Fig. 3 Bhandivaletaking short breaks Fig. 4 Sale of used clothes at Chor Bazaar

Pattern of exchange and total income

Traditionally thebhandivaletrade started with the bartering of stainlessl stemsils for old clothes. Gradually over
the years there seems to have been a change ipattegn of exchange. Theghandivalehave stainless steel,
aluminium utensils, plastic ware and cash to exgkdafior old clothes. They are expected by the horkersato
have this flexibility to suit the requirements @frious customers. It is seen from Fig. 5 a majaitohandiale(77
percent) follow a flexible pattern of exchange it clothes.



24 Mundkur and Dedhia / OIDA International JourmdiSustainable Development 07:10 (2014)

Pattern of Exchange
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Eutensils
[COMoney orfand utensils

6.92%

Fig. 5: Pattern of exchange for collecting clothes

Exchange with cash, stainless steel utensils,iplagtre or aluminium utensils; as desired by thstammers. The
customers are the homemakers who see the valudanh tivey can get in exchange for the clothes thagytwo
dispose.

Comparison in the mode of exchangein the sub-castes

A cross tabulation between the mode of exchangbensub-casteshowed that there is a significant association
between the pattern of exchange in the three sstesafbhandivale More number of families of the Waghri—
Duttani caste follow a flexibility in the patterd exchanging clothes for only utensils or a comboraof money
and utensils as desired by the homemakers. Asiedeig. 6, greater number tsthandivalebelonging to the three
sub-castes, follow a flexible pattern of exchange.

Subcaste
M pattani

B Gondhali
OKunchikurve

No. of respondents following the pattern of exchange

5.38%)
1) T

Money utensils Money or/and utensils

Pattern of Exchange

Fig. No. 6: Comparison in the pattern of exchange in the vargub-castes
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The correlation co-efficient between the patterexdhange and the sub-caste is (p= 0.09). This shiost there is
a strong positive correlation between the pattéraxachange and the number ldfandivalerespondents following
the pattern of exchange. A very small proportiorbb&ndivaleoffer cash alone in exchange. Thddmndivale
usually do not carry any utensils with them butytbde carry a basket to carry the bundles of oldhas. They are
mostly in the younger age group between 20-25 ydaost of those who were interviewed belonged ®\Witaghri
community. Since they do not carry utensils theyrast recognized on the roads easily. They mayabiyespotted
wearing the latest trend of jeans and sport a simglrring in one ear. That is exactly what they twéihen
questioned how they manage to contact the homemakey reported that they have been regular incqodat
housing societies and have operated there for y8arse of them had accompanied their parents iecéme they
were kids. They are more selective of the clothesb are on the look-out for gents’ garments likengggants and
shirts. All the clothes collected are sold throwmgents on railway bridges and road sides. The ageho sell
second-hand goods in Mumbai are mostly migrants fttitar Pradesh who follow the Muslim religion.ciin be
noted from Fig. 7, that having a flexible pattefrerchange gives thghandivalefamily higher of returns per week.
The bhandivalehave stainless steel, aluminum utensils, plasticevand cash to exchange for old clothes. They are
expected to have this flexibility to suit the reguments of various customers.

Income per week

MRs. 1001-1999

[ Rs. 2000-2999
LCIRs. 3000 to 3999

B Rs, 4000 and above

209

o
1

No. of bhandivale respondents
T

utensils Maoney orfand utensils

Pattern of Exchange

Fig. 7: Flexibility in pattern of exchange in relation tecome Income

This can be seen in the results of the Chi-squast. The value of Chi-square being higher thartdbke value at 2
df and .001 level of significance. Therefore thgngicance is high and the two attributes are ddpen of each
other. Greater the flexibility, in the pattern ofchange higher the incomé& the past thdéhandivalecollected
clothes selectively; only those clothes like traaseshirts, formal suits, sarisalwar kameeZIndian dress) and
jeans. In the present days the bhandivale speeiaizollection of particular type of garments dada particular
purpose. For examplkealwar kameeavith bead workzardozi (embroidery with metallic yarngrystal work and
elaborate hand or machine embroidery are seleotetthé purpose not for resale but for the valuegdienent will
fetch in the markets in Rajasthan where the surfanamentation is transferred to another garmentdose. The
portion of the embroidery is cut out and sold byghiefor Rs. 300 per Kilogram. The remaining pédrthe kameez
(top) or thesalwar (type of pant) oburkhais sold for between Rs.12 to Rs. 20 per kilogrdntud garments.
Similarly there ardohandivalewho specialize in collection of denim jeans oryosdrees, some only collect cotton
sarees, only trousers or shirts. The preferenderifull sleeved shirts. Half sleeve shirts are em@lued in the
exchange process. They travel bi-weekly or on web#kis long distances within and inter-state futection and
sale with ease. Clothes collected in Mumbai maydid in Surat or Vapi. Clothes collected from LoRarbani,
Nasik and other parts of interior Maharashtra aid .1 Mumbai. There are merchants who source afized
surface ornamentation to sarees &agneezby weight for Rs. 300-400 per Kilogram. These evidered or
ornamented parts of garments are sent to merchrad@pur and Ahmadabad for applying as patch varkhew
fabrics.
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Mode of transport

Mode of transport is crucial in the profession ofiection of discarded clothes. This is becausewbgk involves

carrying a variety of utensils and plastic ware. fQair return from work, the collected old clotheave to be
transported back home. Mdshhandivalewalk from their residence to the nearest railw@isn and then walk or
use taxi or rickshaw to carry their load.

Table2: Mode of transport

Mode of transport Frequency Percent Cumulative

Percent
Rickshaw 15 28.8 28.8
Taxi 12 23.1 51.9
Train 16 30.8 82.7
Walk 9 17.3 100

Total 52 100

With reference to the Table No. 2 that nearly 3@t of thebhandivaleliving in the Western and Eastern Suburbs
of Mumbai use rickshaw (three wheeler public tramsfacility) and another 30 percent use the Idcah in the
Western and Eastern Suburbs. Taxi and the localstiare the only mode of transport availablélb@ndivalein
Central Mumbai. When the clothes have to be sdadetlare three to four bundles or more to be tratspao Chor
Bazaar for direct saleBhandivalein Thane, Matunga and Dharavi areas use shargubteervice where Rs. 40 per
head with the bundles of clothes to Chor Bazaah&ged from eachhandivala A return trip costs an additional
Rs.10 per head. Such a facility was not availatdenfBorivali, Kandivali, Goregaon, Andheri, Bandzad other
areas of the western suburbs. But most of thosessltbat Chor Bazaar pooled a taxi to and fromGQher Bazaar.
The single trip cost them Rs. 700 per trip both svahe only other mode of movement was by walkirtgere are
somebhandivalewho walk for long hours with little time for break is noteworthy that thBhandivalehave a great
stamina in walking for long distances even whileryiag a load of utensils and clothes. They walladtast pace
and are able to cover distances fast. Though thderbtransport is taxi, train or rickshaw, oftbeede are used in
combination to reach their destination for colleatiselling or to sell to thehindhivale

M ode of selling second-hand clothes

Traditionally the barter of stainless steel utengias done in exchange for clothes. However,phftern continues
today. But thebhandivaleare now more flexible in their pattern of exchangleey have aluminum ware, plastic
ware and cash to offer in exchange of old clotfié® clothes that are collected are sold for a ¢iimthree ways.
There is a kind of flexibility in the mode of selfj that was observed during the course of collgdtiata for this
study. It can be observed from Table 3, that nefaalf (48 percent) of thbhandivalesell the old clothes that are
collected directly at the second-hand market callédr Bazaar near Mumbai Central. Another 46 persefi
through the help of agents calledindhivale. Only a few nearly six percent sell the clothe®digh the dealers of
stainless steel ware. This flexibility is the charigat is seen in the last few years.



Mundkur and Dedhia / OIDA International Journal®fistainable Development 07:09 (2014) 27

Table3: Mode of selling old clothes

Mode of selling old Frequency Percent Cumulative
clothes Percent
Stainless Steel Dealer 3 5.8 58
Direct selling 25 48.1 53.8
Se”lng to chindhivale 24 46.2 100
Total 52 100

During the interviews, some of tHehandivalereported that several years back this market tsdok open on
Fridays. But over the years, this market is operalb days of the week. As reported in Thaneplusigi clothes
are the most popular items sold, there is not glsiitem/ gadget / equipment that one cannot pseetiom this
second-hand market. The colorful clothes domirtaenarket [7].

Direct sdlling at Chor Bazaar

The clothes that are collected from the residemtiahs of Mumbai are sold in the second hand maltkegctly
selling of the clothes personally by thbandivaleat Chor Bazaar gives a higher rate of return thelling the
second-hand clothes through agents. The agenthgaeclothes selectively and pay Rs. 50 per kilngvasalwar
kameezsets. This has given thhandivaleaffordability for better quality of life. This cabe observed through
improved purchasing power of gadgets, transpoiitittas and housing conditions. There is increast@ss on
providing education to the children.

Distribution of work among the genders

There is more visibility of women in the collectiof old clothes, the residential localities of Muankthere seems
to be weak and negative correlation (p=-0.246)vbet gender and hours of work. It was observedavet a half

of thebhandivalewere women. The multiple tasks in which women wameupied in such as sorting the clothes that
are collected, sometines washing and ironing tteanrying the bundles of clothes that were colle¢tethe shared
tempo service, selling them directly at Chor Bazaarchasing utensils from dealers, preparing lier iext day’s
collection all these along with looking after ciéd and the household chores. The contribution ahen in the
recycling business was significantly higher thaat thf men. However women in the presence of thesbhnds did
not acknowledge this fact. Twshandivalewomen asked the researcher if there were any jebisable for their
husbands who were supposed to be ‘helping’ in tielothes selling business at Chor Bazaar.

Number of and nature of participation of children

Table 4 shows the kind of participation of the drén of thebhandivalein the collection and selling of old
clothes. More than 67 percent of thteandivalechildren do not participate in the business atitisiof their

Table 4: Number of working children

Number of working children  Frequency Percent Cumulative
Percent
One 6 115 115
Two 4 7.7 19.2
Three 7 135 327
None 35 67.3 100
Total 52 100
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Parents as they are if school going age. Thoseaxbanvolved were between the age group of 17 @&ngears.

They had dropped out of formal education and helpeadrious activities that were defined like fqaarcent were
helping in collection and carrying the bundles lotles. Eight percent help in carrying and anotight percent in
accessing and co-ordinating withindhivale.It was observed that more number of working ckitdbelonged to
families of the Waghri caste. A Chi-square testvgtmh an association between the sub caste andipatiton of

children in the profession. It may be inferredtttieere is a significant association between the attributes. That
is, there is an association between caste andutinder of children in the profession.

It is observed in Fig. 6 that there are more nundfechildren working in the profession in thgaghri caste as
compared to th&ondhali and Kunchikorve This may be due to the higher rate of school dnais among the
Waghri children [5]. The tabulated value of chi-squaté.09 level of confidence at 2 degree of freedeomh.61.

The calculated value (9.385) is higher than thiicativalue. It may be inferred that there is anfigant association
between the two attributes nature of participatiod the sub-caste.

a Nature of
15 ] participation of
children

Help in sorting
Help in collection
Help in carrying
Help in accessing
middlemen

Hot applicable

All activities

No. of bhandivale respondents

T T
Gondhali Kunchikurve

Subcaste

Fig. 8. Participationof children in different sub caste

That is, there is an association between castéhendumber of children in the profession. Soméhefreasons cited
are the lack of motivation to study, expenses oucation, not being able to afford on providing relaé and
coaching to the children who do not perform in sadand the expense on education. Some of thengdsopoor
educational levels in the Waghri children are citéed the lack of motivation to study, expenses durcation, not
being able to afford on providing remedial and ¢twag to the children who do not perform in studéesl the
expense on education. Children are expected tdvewxbemselves in economic activities [3]. As s@arthey drop
out of school they join their parents businessatiection and selling of old clothes.

Generation-Next in the bhandivale profession

A very small proportion obhandivalegive cash alone in exchange. They are mostly ényitunger age group
between 20-25 years. Most of those who were irtgr@d belonged to thé/aghri community. Theséhandivale
usually do not carry any utensils with them butyttle carry a basket to carry the bundles of oldhes. Since they
do not carry utensils they are not recognized errtlads easily. They may be easily spotted wedhiedatest trend
of jeans and sport a single earring in one eary Wnt to be noticed. But they do not wish to beniified as
bhandivale They are more selective of the clothes and artherook-out for gents’ garments like jeans, pamd
shirts. Most of these are sold through agents dwag bridges and road sides or weekly markets. dgents are
mostly migrants from Uttar Pradesh who follow theus¥im religion. There were no children working ither
professions found among thhandivalerespondents in the study. Childrenbdiandivaleare getting educated and
taking up professional courses may be the trerideofuture inrbhandivalefamilies.
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Competition Faced

There was ndhandivalewho admitted to having to face competition in thaiisiness. They did not express or
foresee any threat to their business of collectidy clothes from the residential areas in Mumbaine @f the
respondents, Ratna, 31 years old who collects etotihthe Borivali and Dahisar area belonged toMaghri caste.
She mentioned thatJiske naseeb main hai usiko milta haiOne gets whatever is destined to her/him). This
feeling was echoed by most of thkandivale They did not feel the competition even at theeplaf selling at Chor
Bazaar. The bhandivale leave as early as 3.30 A.@hr Bazaar so as to get enough space at thesidaadt Chor
Bazaar to sell their clothes. However there weraesavho had changed their profession for betterpatts as in
the Case of Hiranna.

Case 2:

Hiranna, aged 43 years old had given up the cadlectf clothes business 12 years ago. He was iméract labour
with the Mahanagar Palika Office and worked witle t€lean- Up’ Department in collecting the dailyrigage.
When the slums were rehabilitated to buildings tdimily was living in the redeveloped Uday SocietyDdnaravi
Labour Camp. He helps his wife who continues #mailly bhandivalebusiness and he helps her in loading the
bundles of clothes on to the shared tempo at 4 Anhe morning. When questioned why his wife conéd in the
business he said that it was his family businesgdnerations. She claimed to be earning enouglucate the five
children in English medium schools and also provigam with private tuitions for the same.

Hiranna mentioned that there could be at least #b@Mhdivalein the Dharavi area alone. As the 2011 census trepor
could not be made available at the time of theyamabf this study, no statistical data could beessed. There were
16 bhandivale families in the same residential hrgusociety. However they did not feel there wag emmpetition

or threat to their business.

Harassment faced Case 3

Bhandivalewho were on the move for door to door collectiorrésidential areas did not complain of any kind of
harassment. It was thehandivalewho operate from Thakur Village in Kandivili whaid that they feared police
harassment. One peculiarity in this area is thatbthandivalewait on the roadside with their stainless steel an
plastic wares. During one of the visits to thataar20 years old Mayur was apprehensive when hedaskap
hamara dhanda bandh to nahi karvaiyeng@'h@lope you will not get us to stop our busineseeh. They reported
that they had to dodge the police with their baskeitensils whenever they came on their roundsktihVillage is

a residential area with several high rise buildirgscessing them is not as easy as thathaiwlsthey reported.
They had to wait for the housewives to approacimted show them the utensils. If the housewife satisfied
with any one of them; then they could accompanytbéheir residential flat in the high rise builgs The security
guards do not permit thighandivaleto enter the gate unless accompanied by the hokem@n their own the
bhandivalecannot enter the premises and access the cliEimgigh they do not see this as a problem and have
accepted this as part of the change in the way dpeyate. Other than this area - Thakur Villagendali East in
Mumbai, where there are at leastitfandivaleof who three were included in this sample, theeeeanobhandivale

in any other part of the city who wait for custoséo access them. This seems to have been a chatigeir
working conditions.

Changesin the Professional lives of Bhandivale

According to literature, when Waghri people migdafeom Gujarat to the adjoining areas, some of tlaelopted
some new occupations. Apart from exchanging stssné¢eel utensils for old clothes, they are algmeged as daily
wage labourers in Mumbai [3]. From the present sitids learnt that those who have changed thedfgssion in
the last five years have not completely given aglitrg of old clothes. There are at least few ofamiily members
who are involved and continue the trade while thermate occupation gives steady supplementaryniiector a
better standard of living.

Changein Callection of Clothes

In the past théhandivalecollected clothes selectively; only those clotliks trousers, shirts, formal suits, saris,
salwar kameez and jeans. In the present days thedblale specialize in collection of particular ¢ypf garments
and for a particular purpose. For example salwardez with bead work, zardozi, crystal work and etate hand
or machine embroidery are selected for the purpatefor resale but for the value the garment welich in the
markets in Rajasthan where the surface ornamentitimansferred to another garment for reuse.pldrgon of the
embroidery is cut out and sold by weight for R p@r Kilogram. The remaining part of the kameethersalwar
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or burkha is sold for between Rs, 12 to Rs. 20kilegram of cut garments. Similarly there drkandivalewho

specialize in collection of denim jeans or onlyezer, some only collect cotton sarees, only trouseshirts. The
preference is for full sleeved shirts. Half sleeskérts are undervalued in the exchange processy frheel bi-

weekly or on weekly basis long distances within artdr-state for collection and sale with ease ti@e collected
in Mumbai may be sold in Surat or Vapi. Clotheslexiked from Loni, Parbani, Nasik and other partsnoérior

Maharashtra are sold in Mumbai.

Collection of clothesfrom High-riseresidential buildings

Sourcing old clothes from an increasing numberigii ise tower apartments and large residentialpteres in the
different residential areas of Mumbai; is not saera problem bighandivale Often this is done with the help of the
security staff of residential buildings. Some dérthwait like other hawkers by the road side fotauners to access
them. This seems to have been a change in theikingoconditions. Regardless of the level of edwrgtithe
bhandivaleof all age groups use a mobile in their professli@ttivities. They specialize in collection andesaf a
particular type of garment from households for egkjeans only or shirts and trousers or saressl@rar suits. In
exchange they offer not only utensils but casseratel other home utility items or cash.

Futuretrends

The trend in the future with regards to disposals#d clothes could be on the same lines as thevespaper in the
present time in Mumbai. The deal is a phone cakyawlhe younger generation of théandivaleuse mobile

phones. They may be able to pick up used cloth#savyphone call. As of the present clothes areectdd and sold
by piece. The trend of collection of old clothesviigight has started and may be the likely pradgtideiture. These

changes in the professional liveshtfandivalehave been noticed during the course of this stlrdthe case of used
clothing from Urban households, redistribution vwi#lp prolong the life of garments, satisfy thetluiog needs of

poor and reduce the load on the landfill/dumpingugids of Deonar, Mulund, Gorai and Malad in Mumbai.

CONCLUSION

From the present study it is learnt that althoughgample consisted of nearly equal number of mdmemen; the
women involve themselves in more number of profesi activities than men and hence their visibilgymore.
The participation of children in the trade is maréVaghri subcaste due to school drop-out. Théectibn of old
clothes which is done in the afternoon and evehiogrs, whereas the direct selling at Chor bazaachwin done
early in the morning. On an average 5 to 8 hoaorsdllection including travel time and breaks. Soafethe
changes seen in over the years are in the fleyiloli exchanging items other than utensils for diothes. The
younger generation offer cash. Sourcing clothesnfr@sidents of increasing number of high rise apant
buildings in Mumbai is not seen as a problem. Theke have changed their profession have not coelplgiven
up trading of old clothes. There are at least féveofamily members who are involved and contirhesttade while
the alternate occupation gives steady supplemeiiaome for a better standard of living. The trerficcollecting
used clothes for sale as second hand clothingderttinue as a profession in India.
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