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Abstract: Model United Nations is an academic simulationhef functions and organs of the
United Nations system. It involves students takipghe role of diplomats while representing
the different member countries of the UN. Model baé been actively pursued by students in
India since the late 1990s and today, India is tomsiver 200 annual Model UN conferences.
Despite its popularity and relevance to the gloatld, the impact of Model UN on the
economic, political and social remains as an unomeasfactor.

India’s Youth, which accounts for over 50% of thetiee population, is the driving force
which will power India to global prominence in tBést century. Model UN is an academic
exercise which has been embraced by the Indianhvwith open arms and is transforming
from the hobby of the elite to the practice of thasses. For the above mentioned reasons, the
impact of Model UN on the Indian Youth is vital. iSlpaper will seek to quantify the impact
of Model UN on the Indian Youth in three levels.vizconomic Level, Political Level and
Social Level.

On the Economic level, this paper will seek to lelssh the relation between Model UN and
the Indian youth’s role in the country’s economyitthe surge in the number of economic
and financial international organizations beingdated in Model UN, this also will help to
reiterate the importance of globalization as wasllthe importance of the relation between
India and the global economy in India’s Youth. the Political Level, this paper will seek to
explain the impact of Model UN on youth’s attitubevards politics and the government. As
Model UN involves the representation of governmeémtsn international forum, the youth are
compelled to think like the legitimate governmentidence there is a greater understanding
of the political system of a country. Finally, tBecial impacts of Model UN remain one of
the most complex aspects of this academic simuamit greatly influences the society. The
concept of Model UN involves an important sociotadiconcept of socialization: role play.
When students take up the role of diplomats, tiéyktand react as responsible people of
power who represent a country and who think fortibaefit of their country over personal
gains. This role play instils a sense of publicvieer, selflessness and social responsibility
towards the society.

This paper will, hence, seek to establish the ingame of Model UN in India and how Model
UN will help India achieve sustainable and Good &aance while inculcating social
responsibility into India’s future Citizens
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INTRODUCTION

uman society has revolved around avoiding conflintd promoting peace. The ®@entury is a

testimony to the fact that war and peace are dabquarts of human society and human history.

Conflict and resolution are a result of increasedad contact among people of various backgrounds
with various beliefs and ideologies and form a majart of today’s international scenario. In orttetrace the
evolution of “Conflict and Resolution” in the humaociety, certain events in the "2@entury have to be
examined carefully. One such event, in particilabhe understood is the formation of The Unitedidves. The
United Nations was formed in 1945 by the “Big ThHregéworld politics with the purpose of preventimgar and
maintaining world peace. An interesting analysishef formation of the UN is the fact that it wase first time
in human history that men and women from differpatts of the world would collaborate to deliberate
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conflicts and attempt to resolve them by mutuaistessce and universal consensus. An element wiittuly
unique to the UN is importance of universal conssresmongst all of its 194 member nations; sometiigg
predecessor, the League of Nations, lacked. Theexaminents of the UN cannot be quantified in numizers
graphs, but it can be said that after 68 yearsxistence, the UN has achieved unparalleled sudoessany
spheres of global importance such as the tireigs &gainst the HIV/AIDS epidenficmaintaining peace in
war-torn region§ protecting and promoting human rights name a few.

The world’s first academic simulation of UN was dhéh 1953 at Harvard University, which as of
today remains the most prestigious and successfideMUnited Nations Conference in the world by many
standards. Harvard University wanted to recreaedthlomatic environment for the purpose of enkglihg the
students regarding the current affairs of Inteowal relations and the purpose of MUNS, so to se85
established. Harvard University’s initiative to saiawareness about international issues transfoimeda
revolution which changed the perspective of coicutar actives during a student’s education. Todyyears
after the first edition of HMUN Boston, there argeo 400 annual and bi-annual Model United Nations
conferences held all across the world (Yossin@®12). In India alone, the United Nations Centre fo
Information for India and Bhutan (UNIC) partnergtwover 50 MUNs which witnesses a participatioersgith
of 15,000-20,000 students as of 2013 (UNIC, 20I3)e actual number of MUNs hosted in India is
significantly higher because many conferences ddawe institutional backing i.e they are independg any
institutional support and hence are not recognisethe UNIC. In addition to the 50 UNIC-recogniddtUNs,
India may be hosting close to 200 small and lardéNg ranging from Intra-institution to internationalvel
conferences, which translate to a participatioengjth of close to 50,000 school and college sted@&ht/Ns in
India have become a rage for students becausa ibdreome a ground for intellectual discussionssends of
global importance, something which would be implaigsin India’s conservative education system.

Model United Nations is a concept which has evolwéth time and it has become more accessible to
the masses due to the continuous efforts of edgdests and the UN4AMUN program of the United Nadion
which facilitates the setting up, functioning amiimg a Model UN conference in India and for thst i&f the
world (UN, 2013). MUNSs (College level MUNS) in Iradbegan in 1998 with Rotary International Modeltgdi
Nations (RIMUN) Pune, being the very first confererio be held in India (RIIMUN, 2013). With the cept
of MUNSs existing in India for the past 15 yeargrhare bound to be some impacts on the studeiits fhhis
can be analysed in three levels namely; 1) Econdsel, 2) Political Level, and 3) Sociological ledv
On the Economic level, the impact of MUNs on theremmics of school/college life cannot be overlooked
MUNSs in India started as a purely academic exeroigehave developed into competitions with sizealsigh
prizes and other benefits. In a recently conclusieey, 70% (Figure 1) of the students who pardied in
MUNSs preferred to be in a MUN with a cash prizatiThe common answer amongst all the survey ppdits
was that a cash prize acts as a “justified incefitidnother interesting aspect of this analysishis fact that
students now could enjoy a significantly highemsdtrd of living after attending and winning MUNSs the
present norm is to host a MUN conference in lavigtels with attractive cash prizes. Monetary inn&st have
also enabled students to become financially coneeieand it is particularly effective for the Orgsing
committee of a MUN as they handle books of accoantsbank transactions, which are both essentiiéd gk
today’s world.

Not only do MUNSs help in the practical aspects obreomics, but it also helps in understanding
complex theorems and application of these thedniésternational scenarios. 6% of the students vethe@ part
in MUNs consider MUNSs as a tool used to understegwhomics in a more practical approach while 27%hef
students accept that MUNSs help in their schoolégs! course work and contribute to their overalividedge of
the subject. (Figure 2)

On the Political Level, MUNs have ushered in a regye of political elightenment and have greatly
promoted a healthy political culture in India. RoB is defined as the ‘art of pursuing power’ gualver is
something which is often related to age, experienarespect in India. By exposing the youth torthances
and intricacies of negotiation, consensus and aadipe, MUNs have positively changed the attitudehe
youth towards politics as a career in India. CartdUN conferences choose to simulate the Indiarir@las a
committee wherein students can take up the rol®lenbers of Parliament instead of representing wffe
countries. This initiative increases the interesthe youth in India’s domestic political issueshigh inturn
leads to political active and morally-guided resgible citizens who will form a pro-active civil Sety.

! http://www.un.org/en/un60/60ways/health.shtml
2 http://www.un.org/en/un60/60ways/pk.shtml
? http://www.un.org/en/un60/60ways/rights.shtml



MUNs primarily deal with issues of global reach anterest and students are bound to discuss arilokedzle
on topics which may or may not affect them. MUNséeffectively made Indian students more conscierice
international issues and have broadened their petisps on the world as a whole. In a survey o$@iiool and
college MUN attending students, 40 students weke tabelucidate and give potential solutions far thhgoing
Syrian crisis with factual accuracy. Many studedisplayed an unusual level of diplomacy while anéngethe
guestion which only means that MUNs have helpedaichnd college students become alert with regards
global conflicts and this also shows that the ydntindia realises the plight of all the peopleconflict. Figure

2 shows how MUNs have helped increased the populafidomestic and international politics in Indiad
figure 3 shows the response of the India youth ddel United Nations conferences would lead diretaly
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employment with the United Nations.
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Do you think a cash prize is justified for such an
academically-driven exercise?

mYes mNo mCan'tSay

Figure 1: showing Students’ opinion about cashgsrin a MUN

Do you think MUNs are useful?

B Helps me understand complex Economic Theories
M Helps me in my school/college coursework

B They helpinunderstanding International and domestic political issues

Figure 2: showing the importance of MUNs accordmghe Indian Youth
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Finally, the Sociological impacts of Model Unitecfibns remain the most interesting and crucial
aspect of MUN Conferences as MUNs have the powsrflience an entire generation of people andst ha
evident in India for the past 15 years.

If MUNs were a way of getting to work for the UN, would
you consider MUNSs as a serious career option?

mYes mNo m50-50 Cant Say

Figure 3. Showing the percentage of the Indian Youth whotwamvork with the United Nations

In sociology, there is a process called “Sociaila@t where infants learn the norms and beliefshaf t
society by interacting with family, peer groupss tihedia etc. One important aspect of socializasdhe factor
of ‘role play’ which involves students emulatingetiole of a diplomat in the UN and this is calleRlote
socialization”, a process by which a person incoafes knowledge, skills, attitude and affective ahébur
associated with carrying out a particular role €rmed.).

Socially, MUNs are academic exercises which iret@@ habit of social responsibility of an indivadiu
towards his/her society. When a student takes epdle of a diplomat discussing climate change @artbon
credits, the student is compelled to think in thms line views of thought as the diplomat would aisé hence,
he is forced to reconsider his personal towardsatfenda in favour of what would be more sociallgegpted.
Role play is also a method of youth empowermerdtadents abandon individualist agendas in ordeetge
the society by becoming more socially responsifilertain committee like the United Nations Enviromine
Program (UNEP) are a great example of how studesesrole play to serve the society in a more dffect
manner. What a student may deliberate in UNEP dégguwaste management can be easily adopted iifenis
style or the student may use this new-found knogéednd spread it for the betterment of the socidtyNs
cease to remain as an exercise and they becomedamef mutual assistance and transfer of coveted
knowledge between people.

Individually, MUNs provide a platform for self-depment and self-help. Figure 4 shows the
common positive effects of MUN on a student, takesm a recent survey. MUNs greatly improve the
analytical and oratory abilities of a person asghelent now understand what and how much to has &aid
or written. These soft skills are greatly requifedanyone in order to succeed in our highly contipetworld
and MUNs act as a soft-skills training for the same

Another positive impact of Model United Nations &mences is the overall development of the
personality of a student. After attending MUN caefeces, students feel more alert and responsiblertts
their society. This also contributes to the inceemsGood and Effective governance of a countryabse if the
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youth is empowered with a vision for a better coumtith a global perspective, policy makers will foeced to
formulate youth-friendly and socially-relevant pidis that will be most beneficial for the society.

What do you think are the Positive implications of MUNSs
as a serious academic exercise?
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Helps me develop my Helps boost my self Helps me improve my Helps me broaden my
analytical abilities confidence communication skills general knowledge

Figure 4. showing the Positive Implications of M&/bin the youth

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Model United Nations is an academic exercise whials at promoting awareness of domestic and
international issues among students who look tol@ethe functions and roles of the United Natiand its
organs. After analysing the role of MUNSs in Indiae result of this paper is that the level of intgdodel
United Nations Conferences have on the India’sly@itinprecedented. No other event/program/acthaty
engaged so many students with ardent fervour befodeno exercise will ever replace the formidable
foundation of diplomatic negotiations of a MUN cerdnce. Model United Nations Conferences do natenv
students to deliberate on alien issues, rather, Blbiske responsible citizens out of eager and cdeuhit
students.

CONCLUSIONS

This study effectively demonstrates the impactsloflel United Nations conferences on the Indian
youth and co-relates the presence of MUNs withrtbeease in good and responsible governance. In
conclusion, it can be said that Model United Nagigmone such co-curricular activity which haspléential to
influence millions of children in India and arouti world and that Model United Nations has the goww
influence the outcome of the present and futureggions in India.
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